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—I am always thanking God for you.
This is the usual way that St. Paul begins hisriet#® quick survey of Paul’s letters reveals thatvilag
he begins addressing the small congregations éhastablished is by giving thanks. Paul shows an
abundance of an “attitude of gratitude.” Take fmtance the opening verses 8fClorinthians, especially
verses 3-9. ThBlew English Bibleeads this way: | am always thanking God for ydhank him for his
grace given to you in Christ Jesus. | thank him fbth& enrichment that has come to you in Christ.”
Scholars and commentators will see a strategy iwthrding of each of the letters’ openings—how they
presage a particular conflict or issue at work inatwamunity that he will later address more fully. The
Corinthians could use more confidence in their faghthey rub shoulders with that city’s other more
syncretistic religious practices. And so it makasssethat Paul would tell them that “there is indeed
single gift you lack...it is God himself who called you to share in the life of his Son Jesus Christajur L
and God keeps faith.” They may not feel that wayualllemselves, but Paul knows the importance of
“positive thinking,” or as my friends in recovergys “faking it until you make it;” that is, claiming
wanted spiritual gift, living as though one is in full possession of it, until it actually becomes grafted in us.

| write this while on vacation and, with some dmsta from my community of faith at Grace

Church, | feel led by the Spirit to give thanks to God for you. And | worfigey own communication
with my friends in Christ is marked by a Pauline “attitudg@ititude.” A bishop once lamented to me
that he felt that we live in a “culture of pathojdgvhere what's wrong seems to always drive the ship.
Why are most parish newsletters filled with newsulibudget deficits, schism, declining attendandd) w
little notice of the often small but wondrous eeethtat fill our lives if not our awareness? No wend
remarked the bishop, that many people want to ldsehurch and few would want to join. Gratitude,
just simple thankfulness, is the antidote to theatieg spirit that too often prevails in our world.

So my own spirit is filled with warmth and wondsrour parish at Grace Church. | pray that this
is not a passing feeling, but one that can takd imoine, and among us all. I am still astoundethiey
special healing service we had back in June for tivbseare facing particular and serious ailmentsnl a
so grateful for the establishment of the Springetilewer garden by Ellen and George Goodwin and the
way Elizabeth French and Michael Erard have takeitsostewardship. The Altar Guild's devoted and
steady service under Janet Teng's patient leadeiShgan Schaeffer’s clarity of thought and generosity
of spirit and companionship with me in working out sapn-to-be-published revised wedding guidelines.
The new friendly voices answering the phone in fifie@on weekday mornings. And Annie Hondrogen!
Words of praise are inadequate for her talentsctresiderate disposition, her generous spirit. AareJ
Andresen's thorough and diligent attention to foiandetail. Chris Freitag’s and John Robinson’star
and strong navigation of the construction. Deacan ¥Wood'’s patience in guiding the Pastoral Care
Commission without a chairperson. Martha Mitcheltiatsas coordinator for Mutual Care and Erica
Winter’'s assumption of that ministry. Beth and the Choir. Dick Damon at the KegsSunday School
teachers and the Liturgical Arts Camp. The New Icoaplgers. Dave Ulen’s quiet pumping out the Parke
House basement during these recent inundationstellbesship of Holy Rollers on a hot Saturday in
July. Ann Lowell’s precise proofreading (you haveisea of the excavation she has to undertake with my
expositions!). Nancy Rose's constructiorGsace NotesThe whole staff team that makes it such a
privilege and pleasure to show up in the Old Recteoy.each of these | have mentioned there are at least
a dozen | have neglected for now but, thank Godethd be opportunity in later issues Grace Notes



Paul’s gratitude was robust enough to allow hirgit@ thanks for things that were less than
happy...conflicts and weaknesses, cracks in the cantimsi—though these did allow the light of God’s
Grace to shine in. The Spirit counsels me to give thawken for the differing opinions we hold about the
crisis in the Holy Land, political allegiances, figical preferences, and hurts that have not fulglda:
They can cause pain, sometimes severe. Yet, weatile to the Altar, seeking to receive and live into
God’s promise of reconciliation, healing, reneveald the resurrected life in Christ.

So, maybe it's time to reestablish the Kudos apgdrAciations feature @race NoteswWho, or
what, do you wish to thank God for? It's a practae,ascesis, well worth cultivating in both our praye
and relationship-tending. In fact, it's the defigifeature of our principle act of worship whiclcadled,
fittingly, The Great Thanksgiving.

Gratefully Yours in the Risen Christ,
Rob+

!
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Grace Notegpublishes news and information about upcoming esyéatiching from clergy, and messages from
elected and appointed parish leaders. Parish eiraitgle those sponsored by groups Grace Churghostgoby
giving them funds or space in our church buildif@s opposed to those who rent our Parish Hallinfetance). If
you are unsure whether or not your material is appate forGrace Notesplease feel free to consult with any
member of the Communications Committee.

Janet Lowry, chair: ballymena ## comcast.net 665-80D
Ann Kearns: aekearns ## verizon.net 549-8773
Dave Williams: d.williams ## twgroup.net 256-1234
Melinda Williams: melindaw ## external.umass.edu 28-0090

Production ofGraceNotess a collaborative effort: Parish AdministratomiHondrogen (grace ##
gracechurchamherst.org) oversees production fram tst finish. Nancy Rose (nrosebbh ## mac.cony)anes the
newsletter. Ann Lowell proofreads. Mary Steigned athers prepare it for mailing. Submissions@vace Notes
are due by theé2" of each month.
Grace Episcopal Church
14 Boltwood Avenue
Amherst, MA 01002-2301
Phone 413-256-6754
www.gracechurchamherst.org
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Vestry News

Ann S. Lowell.Clerk Read Christopher Freitag's report on pg. 11

Vestry Minutes, when approved, are available toHtle notebook is currently in the Parish Admirggtr's Office.
—Notes from July 8, 2008 Vestry Meeting:

In the opening meditation, Phebe Sessions spokerokbrk in combining Gerontology, Technology and
Research. This is a project to bridge communicdborlders so that, with computer-based technology th
can maintain independent living. A robot “UBot-5"ncdo manual tasks and is intelligent, but is cleady
human or animal. What are the spiritual implicatiomgsiit is experienced as a presence, not as a megchi
What does it mean that saving the planet couldcberaplished by technology and robots? Ask Phebe émem
information on this fascinating subject—not compgietenderstood by this Vestry Clerk!

Margaret Bullitt-Jonas told us about fall offeringsAdult CF&E. Many interesting items—be sure to
read the details elsewhere in this issu&nf

The Rector led a discussion about new wedding gaeelHe would like Grace Church’s guidelines to
be similar to European ones—the church does notalstitie’s job performing the marriage. Couples are
married by a state official (judge, justice of ffemace) and the marriage blessed in church. Theyest
approve the final draft to send to the Bishop.

Commission Chairs are needed for Adult CF&E and tiE3d part of Outreach.

Financial—Steve A reported we had closed last yetire black and Rob H proposed a champagne
toast to everyone in the parish for their effortst 8ahks were also served. The budget for the 6 mondudy—
1 to December 31, 2008—was presented and approved.

Chris F reported that code compliance issues arecasépleted by the builder. Hopes are that
restoration will be complete by Sept. Jen S reported quotes for the removal of the 2 fp@es in the
columbarium and the 2 by the kitchen door. (Notethan Sunday afternoon storm at the end of July, étieeo
backdoor trees fell across the driveway damagiagtfally nothing.)

Stewardship

1 of 6 commissions that lead Grace Church
Doug Adler & Jane Buckloh, Co-Chairs

The Stewardship Commission hopes all our parishideetssod's grace through our communion together and
that everyone will be able to make a pledge comenitinfior our current operating budget which runs fduty
1st to December 31st. We have received pledge conanis from 173 individuals and families so far, for a
total of $209,638. We hope all of those who havieyet pledged will do so soon and help us meet our
stewardship budget of $215,000, which supports 82&ur salaries and operating expenses.

Please send your pledge card to the church office or pldae offertory plate. If you did not receive a
pledge card or if you need envelopes (OR a remialdeut your '07-'08 pledge commitment), please contac
Jane Andresen, GC bookkeeper at the church office.

A Message from Jane and John Pemberton

We have been patrticipating in the life of Grace Chdar forty years, which coincides with our years of
marriage and the realization of a shared life. Frioeneginning of our life together (with six childrerBrace
Church provided the spiritual context for what it mem®ve and be loved, to be in communion. The djiees
of theBook of Common Prayédinked us with Christians of yesteryear and thraugtihe world today. They
provided a meaningful context for our desire to \ngrsogether—to celebrate baptisms and weddings, an
respond to grief with hope, and for reflecting oe tiature and meaning of our existence as indivgdaadl as a
family in a larger society of political and economancerns.

Today, Grace Church is a remarkable fellowship wéidie persons bonded together in the quest for
in the Triune God. We have received God’s graceutjindGrace Church, and that is why we give with grdée
in return.
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Liturgical Commission
1 of 6 commissions that lead Grace Church|
Rob Hirschfeld Chair

(Liturgical Arts Campers & Dick Damon)

Liturgy in the Round
Sunday, September 21
10:30 a.m.

Parish Hall
(The October Liturgy in the Round will be
October 5.)

Prayerful Bible Studywill be held
throughout the fall on Sunday morning
from 9:15-10:10 a.m. This small group

which reads aloud and prayerfully

discusses the day’s Gospel text, is opemto
everyone. Newcomers are welcome.
—Tom Williams, 413-259-1921

Ninth Annual Liturgical Arts Camp: July 14 - 18, 20

Monday: We had an opening service and learned Hymn hEl¢camp song. Then we drew, had snack, playedidtfgame in
the church, planned the drama with Anne Turnettierlesson from Genesis about Jacob climbing tihéelg and wrote our
Prayers of the People.

Tuesdaywe sang with Mary Hocken and started our clay stathed glass mosaics projects. We had snack soenevrthere.

WednesdayBeth Hart came and talked to us about hymns, amdhese the hymns for Sunday. We worked with tttarAbuild,
seeing all their stuff and setting the altar fag thid-day service. We ground and burned incensesprinkled each other with
water. After snack, Rob came and talked with usuaibaking care of ourselves—our brains and headssanls—by making
good choices about what we see and hear. He shosvad icon and took us down to where the new chaifidbe. We had snack
on the front steps.

Thursday we learned a piece for the handbells, groutedstained glass mosaics, and climbed the bell tolviek Damon came
and played the organ and showed us the pipes amdh®oorgan works. For snack, we finished up alliits from the first three
days.

Friday Carmel the Rabbit came to camp. We practiced otiveen and drama for Sunday. Some people groutetk people
worked on drawing projects, some did clay, all siidatch art, and of course we had snack. Afteioat slervice, we went home.

Sundaywe read the Prayers of the People at both seraicés former camper was a LEM. At 10:30 we wetets we sang an
introit with Beth, and played the bells for the oy hymn with Janet. We did our drama for thetfiesson, we collected
peoples’ offerings, and took the bread and winefand basket to the altar. Everyone sang 711 itsghiring Communion.

Campers Bridget, Charlotte, Emma, Georgie, Gordie, Hilldriam, Lucy, Lydia, Max, Nora, Wade.

Counsellors Rebecca, Susannah, Erik, Jessie, Jackie.

Teachers Drama: Anne Turner; Music: Beth Hart and Mary Kex; Altar Guild: Janet Teng and Cindy Spell; RecRob
Hirschfeld; Handbells: Janet Moore; Organ: Dick emCoordinator: Nancy Lowry.

Assistants Margaret Clardy, Louise Lavine, Marion William&atie Schendel, Ann Lowell, Fiona Lowry. Bell Toweeaders:
Nate Brown, Sam Lowry, Gordon Anderson.

Special thanks To Alex Lowry and Jean Waters for the glass pamesstained glass bits.




Angel Choir

. . . Youth!

The Angel Choir is open to all children ages 3 apdAny child or

young person is welcome to join at any time. Thged choir sings the .

introit at the 10:30 service about once a monthe @hoir will sing this We, Colleen and lan Callahan, are excited tf

fall and early winter on these Sundays: have been asked to spend some time with ypu.

While we're still undecided about plans (we

October 12 haven't asked you what you want to do yet!
November 2 (All Saints) we want you to know that we're hoping to df
December 7 at least one event with you (confirmands ang

December 24 (at 4:00 p.m. service)
Questions/info: Mary Hocken—mhocken ## verizonare$49-8773

9-12th graders) each month and we're going|fo
have aock-in on Friday, October 31—

we'll eat healthy snacks and wateimding
Nema..JK! Gloom, doom, sugar, and

zombies (and we'll plan a trip to the
columbarium to celebrate All Saints Day).
Christian Formation & Education More information on this and other

1 of 6 commissions that lead Grace Church events coming soon....

Jale OkayChair, Catherine McGrawyestry Liaison, —Ilan Callahan: ian.callahan ## gmail.co
Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, Clergy Liaison

—September brings all kinds of new beginnings for kelien at Grace Church—

Sunday School opensWe’ll have registration and an open house on Syrfsieptember 7 during the regular
Sunday School hour, 9:15-10:15 a.m. Sunday Sclkachers will also be available during coffee hotarahe
10:30 service that day to answer questions. Botmpmead children are encouraged to visit their new
classrooms to meet their teachers and learn whas®ie during the year ahead.

Our classes for the coming year will be:

» 3 year-Kindergarten (using the Montessori-based Catecbéthe Good Shepherd program)

* Grades 1-2 (using Level Il of the Catechesis proyram

* Grades 3-5 (using the activity-based Workshop Cyalegram)

» Graces 6-7 (focusing on the bible and lectionary)
Look for signs in the Parke House to direct yotheright classroom.

There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on Sunday, Septembe28".
We will instead have a combined service at 9:30 a.no telebrate the Restoration Project.

Confirmation classwill begin on Sunday$September 21 at 9:15 a.m. The class is open to all young eopl
eighth grade and above who are interested in lmEnfirmed in May of next year. The initial classehng is
open to both parents and youth. Beginning in Gatothe class will meet on the first and third Say=dof the
month, with occasional activities scheduled outseii8unday mornings.

The Nursery/Playroom also resumes its normal school-year hours. Beginnirgeptember 7 sitters will be
available from 9:15 a.m. until the conclusion of ##@230 a.m. service. The nursery offers care fodoil
from three months through two years old; the playroom is open to children ageccase B¢ sure and sign
your children in, so we know who uses the nursengd (@hen); this information will enable us to schedihie
right number of sitters in the future.

Check oufThe Sunday Paper Junigra lectionary insert for children in preschool azdly elementary school.
Kids will enjoy the pictures (perfect for coloringhd bible stories; parents may appreciate therimdtion for them on the
back. Available from the ushers or at the Childse@brner in the back left of the church.

Safe Church Training

Saturday, September 6 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, led by Nate Brown
This training is required for many ministries inucbh, particularly those involving children. If yevould like to be trained
(or re-trained), please contact The Rev. Anne Tiuah@56-6754 or amt ## gracechurchamherst.orggdister. (no charge)




==z Equipping the Saints ===
Christian Formation and Education—Adult Program

Our course offerings this fall focus on “Equippihg tSaints.” The phrase comes from Paul's charge to the
church in Ephesus to strengthen each member of the coityrfar the work of ministry, which can take many
forms: teaching, prophecy, pastoral care, evangehsith so on. As part of the Body of Christ, we arétéd to
put our gifts to use. However, many of us ofter fie@dequate to the work of ministry. We may heaselves
saying “Ministry is for those who went to seminarydovinity school, but not for me! | don't know angh
about the Bible, or theology, or pastoral carditorgy, to be a minister.” As a result, we may wenteave
ministry to the “professionals” and miss important opportunities to come to “maturity, to the measure of the fu
stature of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).

Our program this fall is intended to give us a deato gain proficiency in ministry, so that we may b
“equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:17) araharticipate with joy and confidence in God'ssiois
of restoring, reconciling, and healing the world.

The Christian Formation and Education Commission see&spport the People of God in living out
our baptismal covenant and expressing our unigliegas followers of Jesus Christ. Jale OK&air),
Donna Schneider, Mary Hocken, Brooke Sullivan, Bid¢éennedy, The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jor{akergy
liaison). For suggestions and feedback about our CF&E pnogjfar adults, contact Jale Okay: 413-549-4294
or jokay ## mtholyoke.edu; or the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas: 413-256-6754 or mbj ##
gracechurchamherst.org.

Wednesdays, September 10, 17, 24
“Entertaining Angels”
Led by the Rector, the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld
6:00 p.m. light supper (optional) in the Parish Hall
6:30-8:00 pm. evening program

As our economy forces more and more people intatgrelepths of need, we have seen a rise in nurabers
those who come to our doors seeking assistancéf@feht kinds, both on Sunday morning and durirg th
week. The encounter with a stranger in need canvkward and confusing, raising all sorts of questiabsut
the nature of Christian hospitality and generosipm8times a handut can be just the right response. At other
times we may wonder if—in accordance with our bapsilsvows—it is the best way to “respect the digoity
every human being.” Looking at passages from saepthe baptismal vows, and the liturgy, and drawn

our own collective wisdom, we will spend the filstee Wednesdays of the fall program equipping thestn
entertain angels and extend hospitality to the strafdes series seems an especially fitting way tpare for
coffee hour in our new space, whose open desigresg@s our parish's intention to welcome and to skeve
larger community.

Saturday, September 13
“Leaving Home, Coming Home: A Quiet Day”
Led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas
9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon, in the Parish Hall

As the school year gets underway, themes of “haane’in the air. Some people have come home after
vacation; others have left home for a new schogblor Some people are making a new home in our
community, and some among us literally have no h@nen the daily stress and strain of our lives,magy
long for ways to stay “home” inside our hearts, rdatad grounded in the love of God. Please joirousf
morning of silence and singing, Scripture study vesgation, and prayer, as we reflect on imagefoifrie”
and the God who longs to dwell within us (c.f. JAA23).



Education for Ministry (EFM)
Every Wednesday, beginning September 17
6:30-9:30 p.m., at All Saints’ Church, South Hadley

Now is your chance to pursue theological educatiah supports your faith and your ability to live ¢t
faith in your everyday life! Education for Ministr{£EM) is a program that develops an informed and
knowledgeable laity. Offered by the School of Theglo§the University of the South (in Sewanee,
Tennessee), this long-distance program of theadgiducation invites participants to commit oneryaaa
time to meet weekly in seminars led by a mentor. Getigm of the program takes four years, during which
participants study the Bible, church history, ligyand theology. Classes run until June 2009. C840.90 for
the academic year, including materials. If you widike to know more, please contact Donna Schneiter
(413) 323-4817 (and visit http://www.sewanee.ediBRdex.htm).

Sunday, September 21
Sunday Forum: sMinistry in Higher Education in Amherste
Led by the Rev. Chris Carlisle, Campus Missiong¢haiArk, the Five College Campus Ministry
11:45 a.m. -1:00 p.m. (after the 10:30 a.m. service) iR#nesh Hall

Chris will discuss campus ministry in Amherst. Plansuaiderway to create a more collaborate ministry between
the Ark and Grace Church. Chris, along with Rob Hirddrdead others, will share how we envision enhancing
Grace Church's presence at our local campuses and encounagingtudents to share more fully in the life of the
parish.

Wednesdays, October 1, 22, 29
“Life of Prayer”: A 3-part series
Led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas
6:00 p.m. light supper (optional) in the Parish Hall
6:30-8:30 pm. evening program

It is one thing to hear someone tell us again aathagunday after Sunday, “God loves you.” It iggui
another thing to discover that truth for ourselvethe depths of our being. That is the great prowiiggayer:
we don’t have to settle for second-hand informasibout God. We can come to know God directly, inaun
experience. This 3-week course will give us a chanteaim, practice, and discuss some basic forms of
Christian prayer. We’'ll have room to experiment, gskstions, admit difficulties, and offer each othe
encouragement as we learn to engage more fully in conversation and commwitimiGiod.

Saturday, October 4
“The Abundant Life: A Fresh Perspective on Stewardiip”
A special Quiet Day, co-sponsored by CF&E and thet8wvardship Commission
Led by the Rev. Canon Charles LaFond
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall

What inspires us to give? What makes us hold backidrptayerful retreat, participants will explore thei
ambivalence about money and God, their sense tfugte, how the media affect our spending and our
spirituality, the role that fear plays in our decisions around giving, and the spirituality of bounty. Taking into
account the insights of both early Christianity &mellatest psychology, the retreat will combineotbgy,
spirituality, conversion of life, and celebratidrogether we will reflect, laugh, read, and prayu¥oan expect
to leave the retreat with a changed perspectivieoonty and gratitude, along with a deepened relahip with
the God who gives us all that we have, and hold,ag. The retreat will include a light lunch.

A sought-out retreat leader, a former missionaryaiti and a former monk with the Society of St. Joine
Evangelist, the Rev. Canon Charles LaFond serveed&Sahon for Stewardship in the Diocese of New
Hampshire. Hlease RSVP by September 29th by email to Janel@u¢kuckloh ## noho.com) or Doug Adler (adler ##
admin.umass.edu) or notify them at church if yoangb attend, so that we can have an accurate twaidor lunch.)
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Wednesday, October 8
“The Episcopal Church and the Future of the AnglicanCommunion: Reflections on Lambeth”
Led by the Rev. lan T. Douglas
6:00 p.m. light supper (optional) in the Parish Hall
6:30-8:30 pm. evening program

Now that the dust has settled from this summer’s histaimbeth Conference in Canterbury, the once-a-decadénge
of bishops from the worldwide Anglican Communion, whsathie future of the Episcopal Church as a member of the
Anglican Communion? What hope is there for unity ia finglican Communion as it becomes an increasingliyi-nu
cultural and plural family of churches? As one obseruss fi, “Can a Christian community exist without a tah
authority and narrow definitions of doctrine?” What istatke and why does it matter? This stimulating,rimiztive
program will be led by the Rev. lan T. Douglas, Angus Professor of Mission and World Christianity at Epjsal
Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass., and a membeahefLambeth Conference Design Group.

Wednesday, October 15
“A Language of Life: Skills of Compassionate Commurgation” (An Introduction)
Led by guest teachers, Sharon Rudnitsky and Andrenges
6:00 p.m. light supper (optional) in the Parish Hall
6:30-8:30 p.m. evening program

Paul urges Christians to “speak the truth in love” nsay “only what is useful for building up...so that yowrds may

give grace to those who hear” (Ephesians 4:15, 29)hBw do we do that in the heat of conflict or strongpdon?This
free introduction to Nonviolent Communication, whiwas developed by psychologist Marshall Rosenbeitigshow
how certain ways of speaking and listening can Iselpport our natural ability to connect with andecéor one

another.Sharon Rudnitzky has been studying and practicing NWes2003 and began teaching NVC in 2005. Andrew
Berger has studied NVC for the past five years and p#st three years has taught classes in NVC in tree&i
Valley. For more information, visit their Website: hifpww.seedsofconnection.org.

“A Language of Life: A Course in Compassionate Communication”
A 6-week course held on Monday nights
October 20, 27; November 10, 17, 24; December 1
Led by guest teachers, Sharon Rudnitsky and Andrenges
6:30 - 9:00 p.m. [location TBD]

Each week we will learn new skills and practice thiarma fun, compassionate way. Learn how to: expresssgtiu
honestly; listen to others with compassion and urtideding; express clear requests and explore strategiaeet your
needs; resolve conflicts peacefully. No prior experidagecessary! The class is limited to 15 peoRkgistration is
required. Fee: $100-$220 (sliding scale). If you're unableay the lowest amount, feel free to talk with thecteers;
they would be happy to work out an arrangemenhabyou, too, can take the course. To registetaobrSharon at
413/268-3448 or by email: sharonitzky@comcast.net.

Sunday, October 19
Sunday Forum: “God and Politics”
Moderated by the Rector, the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld
11:45 a.m. -1:00 p.m. (after the 10:30 a.m. servic@)e Parish Hall

As the Presidential election draws near, it seenmod ¢jme to remind ourselves that God is not a Deatp&epublican,
Green, Socialist, or Libertarian. Neither candidatethe “highest office in the land” is the Medsiddowever, Christian
moral theology encourages us to vote, and to réspecivil authorities and the laws of the landlass they violate our
Christian conscience. The October Sunday Forumbeilh time for us to consider how we manage beingdeasaliens”
who have citizenship in the heavenly realm and y&ta#so citizens of the United States. For example &g a couple
of questions we might address: Are we a church fauedple or just for members of certain political paftiesthere a
place for political partisanship in the pulpit?



HARVEST and ARTS FESTIVAL
Weekend of November 15 & 16

HARVEST FESTIVAL
The church will be decorated with pumpkins, apples,
vegetables, flowers, grasses, and non-perishalolésgo
Decorating will take place in the afternoon of RgidNov. 14.
The produce and gifts will go to the Survival Cerde
Monday, Nov. 17.

ARTS FESTIVAL
Parishioners’ art will be displayed in the Pariséllithroughout
the weekend.

HARVEST SUPPER
Saturday evening, followed by surprise entertainmen

LITURGIES OF THANKSGIVING
Sunday Nov. 16

Artists: If you would like to display your art, contactll@n Duda.
If you have questions, please contact:
Gillian Duda: ghduda ## comcast.net 253-7626 (Restival)
Mary Hocken: mhocken ## verizon.net, 549-8773 (Chutecorating)
David Williams: d.williams ## twgroup.net 256-1283upper)

Christmas Pageant

On December 224the “full length” pageant will take
place at the 4 pm service. There will be sometifdmng
everyone, young, younger or older. You could be the
stage director or assistant, costumer, lightingaar,
actor (lines to be spoken from memory!), propsdog
herder of angels, lambs, kings and shepherds ogram
designer. If none of the above appeals but you are
interested in helping in this production, pleasauke
know.

Rehearsals:

Sunday, December 7, 12:30 — 1:30

Sunday, December 14, 12:30 — 1:30
December 21 or Monday December 22 (TBA)
Dress rehearsal, December 23, 5 pm
"Curtain-Call" December 2% 3pm (parish hall)
Adults—a separate rehearsal to be arranged.

If you are interested in being a part of this prctthn,
please contact Rev Anne Turner: amt ##
gracechurchamherst.org or Mary Hocken: mhocken ##
verizon.net or 549-8773

Your BRICK on the All Souls Walkway

Don't miss the opportunity to leave a note to mst®ur newAll Souls Walkwaybetween the
Church and the Parish Hall, will contain paving bsiakscribed with a variety of messages; some
will commemorate a deceased loved one, expressm@rhanksgivings or recognize services
rendered or jobs well done. Your brick could beaypr for peace or for the victims of war. Each
brick costs $150, of which 80% will go to the reatmn project; the entire cost is tax deductible.
The bricks are high-fired, laser-engravedhwne, two or three lines of text. 2,000 bricks ar
need to complete the walkway, and there are plentyddfé purchased. Order forms: at the churgh
office, or one can be mailed to you: 549-0975.—TorkéBaJohn Lemly, Betsy Van Dyke.

Gardens of Grace—or many years, George and Ellen Goodwin have giterchurch a marvelous, ongoing gift: the
Spring Street flower garden—a vibrant, beautifuldaark in town and a delight to beholdgArdeners’ groupis forming to
help with cleaning, weeding, planning, and planting grounds. Sites to be reclaimed: entries tdtteRectory, the Connector
the Church, the Columbarium, the Parke House, #nisiPHall, kitchen yard, and the Garth. We hopkawee a compost system
for lawn and garden clippings on-site at Grace eathe final configuration of our grounds is estsiféid.

If you can help, we need: weeders, people who will haul away ldgmrden debris, timely donations of finished

compost and undyed mulch. For info and/or to vadentElizabeth French: efrench ## crocker.com




Outreach Ministries

1 of 6 Commissions that lead Grace Church
Patrick Kelly & Chris Hoffmanco-chairs
Phebe Session¥estly Liaison

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) AT GRACE

Faithful Works to Heal a Broken Worlds.We have thmower to help our brothers and sisters around thielwo
«all we have to do is LEARN, PRAY, ACT, and GIVE.

The big news at Grace is that our Vestry has agreedtteepaith the School of St. Matthewes Church at
Bayonnais, HAITI, through a well-established PARTNERP PROGRAM OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE
OF HAITI.

Many of you heard about this during our GLOBAL INSIGHTS series in Makisfyear. There are many ways
to get involved. We hope that many parishioners withfle to make a yearly pledge to Grace Church
noted as *Outreach Haiti.« A $ for $ challenge contributi@a$ethe way.

St. Mathieu (Matthew) School has been unable tatpagachers since January. We are called togeavi

substantial boost to the school budgete$3,000 perryfea three years initially. We hope that some paristiisn
will be able to visit this school over the years ¢éogonalize the relationship and to assess other needs of the
school and community.

. . L o, . . ' Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Anyone interested in visiting Haiti and learning about those 4,

neighbor of ours (and the least developed natiomemestern
hemisphere) may contact Sandy Muspratt about joining him
this yeares Haiti Connection Conference in Port-au-Prince in
November (12-14).

#  Achieve universal primary education

=»

FPromote gender equality and empower women

Q.

Watch for the Display in the Parish Hall and Updates in &rag
Notes.
Reduce child mortality

=

More MDG projects at Grace:

* The Grace-13 Sunday School class raised $85 1¢/&ar selling
handmade bracelets. They plan to donate it to TéiéeHProject.

Improve maternal health

i

» Our Diocesan Liberian Task Force collects moneg technical
and medical textbooks for Cuttington University, Bpiscopal
school devastated by 20 years of war in Liberia. Rhme
Diocesan website.

Combat HIW/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

=

gﬂ%’ Ensure environmental sustainability

» The Thika Community Development Trust, a unigaesgs and
credit program in Kenya, is about to receive a &hfec $1200
from our Outreach collection and MDG pledges fravo parish
families. This is a Five Talents International pram.

Y Develop a global parinership for development

DO FIND A WAY TO GIVE and IF YOU WISH TO MAKE A PLBGE TO THE NEW HAITI MISSION
SITE, SEND THE FORM AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE TOhe Parish Treasurer or Bookkeeper.

Name(s)

Amount of Annual Pledge
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Grace Church Peace Fellowship
How many big trombones does it take to win the p@dn his op-ed piec&lY TimesAugust 10, 2008),
Nicholas D. Kristof points out that we have moresmians in our U.S. military bands than we have in ou
entire U.S. diplomatic corps. In fact, there aredepeople in our diplomatic corps—about 6,500—thattén
staffing of a single aircraft carrier. Kristof sueggs that "the United States is hugely over ingestenilitary
tools and under invested in diplomatic tools."

Is another world possible?—Bob Hawley, Chair

Love to sing? Join the Choir!

The Grace Church Choir will gear up for its fall detith its first rehearsal on Thursday, SeptemBerag
7:30 pm in the Choir Room. Our first “choir Sundayill be on September™7

Music is a very important part of the life of Graceu@h, and those who sing with the choir find that
contributing to worship services is very meaningiMe work hard, but have great fun. You don’'t need a
perfect voice, but will need to embrace our serfisgedication to expressing music as beautifully acare
What other activity can you think of for which tharpose is “making everything more glorious?!”

There are no auditions necessary to join, but pleagacaGrace’s Director of Music, Beth Hart, if
you're interested. E-mail Beth at beth ## gracechunusic.org, or call her at the church: 256-67%#, H07.

Pastoral Care Commission

1 of 6 commissions that lead Grace Church

Chair, VACANT, Kathy LaMotte Vestry Liaison
Deacon Ann WoodClergy Liaison

Prayer Shawl and Prayer Bead Ministry—

Our first meeting this year is Wednesday, Septembe3, 11:30am-1:30pm.

What does yarn have to do with God? When praygriuthde into shawls, a lot. These shawls are cresged
reminders of God's presence and loving embracey @tegiven to people at Grace to whom that remime
especially needed, whether it be in joy or sorrdhis is an international movement and more info is
available atvww.shawlministry.comWe invite you to join us! All you need to bring a pair of size 11
knitting needles or size L crochet hook. Yarn aatterns are provided. Thanks to David Heyes, wadded
Episcopal Prayer Beads as part of the ministry s€lgrayer beads are free and available to anydrey. are
accompanied by instructions and a prayer guidéhfeir use. If you're interested in receiving onst jet us
or one of the clergy know.

MEETINGS: Come to any of our twice-montly gathesrand get started right away on a shawl. Curremtiyare meeting on the
first two Wednesdays of the montifrom 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.mDrop in any time. We meet in thé&arker Room. Lunch is
provided, too! (Or you can bring your own.) If yoan't make it to our meetings but you would likertake a shawl, contact Melinda
Williams: melinda ## external.umass.edu or 259-0@8@ will get you started with yarn and a pattdatn

...and, finally...a word fronChristopher Freitag, Senior Warden—
Septemberf Thanks to all who've responded to our classifiedhé bulletin, we have filled some positions. |
hope that you will continue to offer your specalents as time permits.

ECO-TIP The Restoration Project is proceeding: the brickwand pre-cast have been installed; qur
recycled material slate roof is in; and interiorrwaontinues. Workers hope to finish soon, but
there is still work to do. The Restoration Projecapproaching its completion, though unforesedn
expenses and additional code issues have increasaldeady tight project budget. Bricks for the
All Souls Walkway are still available. Just 108tlé 2000 bricks have been purchased, so we gtill
have room for your brick. A loan continues to kelep project afloat, but it would be great if we

could retire the debt without paying much interest.

Thanks to all of you, we ended last year with ameed budget. We are still taking
pledges for our six-month budget—from June 30 todddwer 31, 2008. If you have not yet mad
your pledge, please do so. Our goal of a balanadddt is in sight. | thank you for your continued
generosity, not only for your pledges for our anritawardship, but for your support of the
Restoration Project. Grace is a stronger commuwiitgn we all provide for its upkeep and
programs.

Compact Fluorescent
Light Bulbs (CFLs) can
be RECYLED FREE at
Whole Foods. Amherst
Town Dump charges $2
each for recycling CFLs,
—Greening Grace

%
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September Birthdays

David Todd, Andre Ricard

Marcia Sheehan

Zina Tillona, John Lemly, Rosie Pearson
Kathryn Hedgepeth, Nancy Lowry, Nina Scott

Helen Zatyrka

Barrett Allison
Sidney Treyz, Don Buckloh, Tyran Grillo
Mark Peterman, Andrew Leonas

Kathy LaMotte

Winfield Firman

Sandy Muspratt

Caroline Allison

Bob Hawley, Kirsten LaMotte

Richard Spurgin, Sr.

Evelyn Newton, Stephen Howes, Chris Hoffman
Jeff Wood, Azi Golshan

Janet Lowry

Clare Orvis

Rick Read

Erika Olson, Michael Kennedy-Costa
Mark Leonas

Georgann Mirick, David Heyes

Bob Kelly

Aster alpinus

g S‘QJ %,
r.ﬁ_j.\'l' t b é_

Clergy

The Rev’'d A. Robert Hirschfeld , Rector
arh## gracechurchamherst.org

The Rev’'d Margaret Bullitt-Jonas , Priest Associate
mbj ## gracechurchamherst.org

The Rev’d Anne Turner, Priest Associate
amt ## gracechurchamherst.org

The Rev'd Ann Wood , Deacon
ann ## gracechurchamherst.org

VES‘EI”M

Chris Freitag , Senior Warden
c.v.freitagl ## charter.net

Jennifer Soper Junior Warden
jikisoper ## yahoo.com
Tom Baker, Treasurer
thelbaker ## comcast.net
Ann S. Lowell, Clerk ann ## tarsicius.net
Tom Dougherty , tdougherty ## packagingcorp.com (09
Robert Kelly rjkelly ## crocker.com (09)
Phebe Sessions psession ## smith.edu (09)
Steve Abdow steveabdow ## yahoo.com (10)
Don Buckloh buckloh ## noho.com (10)
Catherine McGraw cbmcgraw ## comcast.net (10)
Louise Lavine louise.lavine ## gmail.com (11)
Nate Brown nhbrown ## aol.com (11)
Kathy LaMotte kglimelamotte ## yahoo.com (11)

Kate Spurgin, Youth Member
iamtheenginethatcould ## gmail.com

Staff

Elizabeth Hart , Director of Music & Sr. Choir
beth ## gracechurchmusic.org

Dick Damon , Organist

Ann Hondrogen , Parish Administrator
grace ## gracechurchamherst.org

Jane Andresen , Bookkeeper
jpa ## gracechurchamherst.org

David Ulen , Sexton

Ministries
Mary Hocken , Angel Choir Director
mhocken ## verizon.net

Nancy Lowry, Director of Acolytes
nancylowry ## earthlink.net
Janet Moore , Director of LEMs & Lectors
lemlec ## gracechurchamherst.org
Janet Teng , Director of Altar Guild
jteng01002 ## yahoo.com
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September 2008

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT
1LABOR DAY | 2 3 4 5 6
5:30 Evening Prayef] 4:30 AA Silent 11:30 Prayer Shawl| 5:30 Evening Prayefq 7 Men's Group (PR)] 9 Property
7 AA (PH) Prayer (PH) Ministry (PR) | 7:30 Choir Rehearsg 5:30 Evening Prayefq Commission (PR)
5:15 AA (PH) 12:10 Holy Eucharis (CR) 9-12 Safe Church
5:30 Evening Praye] Rt | & Healing Training
7 Vestry (PH) 4 Centering Prayer
(First Church
5:30 Evening Praye
7 8 9! 10 11 12 13
8 Holy Eucharist 5:30 Evening Prayef] 4:30 AA Silent 11:30 Prayer Shawl| 5:30 Evening Prayef] 7 Men's Group (PR)] 9-12 Quiet Day (PH)|
9&12 Coffee hour 7 AA (PH) Prayer (PH) Ministry (PR) 7:30 Choir Rehearsd 5:30 Evening Prayej 10:30 - 2:30
9:15 PBS (RO) 5:15 AA (PH) 12:10 Holy Eucharis (CR) Not Bread Alone
9:15: Open House fi 5:30 Evening Praye] Rt | & Healing (Submission (First Church)
Start of Sunday 6 Liturgical 5:30 Evening Praye ;
School Commission 6:30 Adult Ed (PH) deadline for
10:30 Holy Eucharis Oct GraceNote}
12 EPF (PR)
6 Contemplative
Eucharist
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8 Holy Eucharist 5:30 Evening Prayef] 4:30 AA Silent 12:10 Holy Eucharis] 5:30 Evening Prayef] 7 Men's Group (PR)
9&12 Coffee hour 7 AA (PH) Prayer (PH) Rt | & Healing | 7:30 Choir Rehearsg 5:30 Evening Praye
9:15 PBS (RO) 5:15 AA (PH) 5:30 Evening Praye (CR)
10:30 Holy Eucharis 5:30 Evening Prayer] 6:30 Adult Ed (PH)
6 Contemplative
Eucharist
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8 Holy Eucharist 5:30 Evening Prayef] 4:30 AA Silent 12:10 Holy Eucharis] 5:30 Evening Prayel] 7 Men's Group (PR)] 3-6 Set up for
9&12 Coffee hour 7 AA (PH) Prayer (PH) Rt | & Healing 7:30 Choir Rehearsd 5:30 Evening Prayel] St. Michael's Picnic
9:15 PBS (RO) 5:15 AA (PH) 5:30 Evening Praye (CR)
9:15 Confirmation 5:30 Evening Prayef] 6 Simple Potluck
Class Supper (PR)
10:30 Holy Eucharis] 6:30 Adult Ed (PH)
10:30 Liturgy in the
Round
11:45 Sunday Forun
(PH)
6 Contemplative
Eucharist
28 29 30
9:15 PBS (RO) 5:30 Evening Prayer] 4:30 AA Silent
9:30 Holy Eucharist] 7 AA (PH) Prayer (PH)
(ONE Morning 5:15 AA (PH)

Service)
St. Michael's Picnic
(PH)
6 Contemplative
Eucharist

5:30 Evening Praye]
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THE LITURGICAL WEEK:
FALL 2008 SHEDULE

SUNDAY : 8:00AM HOLY EUCHARIST
10:30aM HOLY EUCHARIST(CHORAL)
6 PM CONTEMPLATIVE EUCHARIST
WEDNESDAY . 12:10PM HOLY EUCHARIST(RITE |) WITH HEALING
MONDAY - FRIDAY : 5:30PM EVENING PRAYER
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