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Advent begins with a bang—almost literally. Eaclaryen the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of
the new church year, our readings tell us of theeadrthe world. They speak of the second coming of
Jesus. This year, we hear from the Gospel of Mahich tells us of a dark sun and “stars fallingnfiro
heaven.”

All of this eschatology (as it's called) is a lottake in on the Sunday after Thanksgiving, when
most of us are still contentedly eating leftovekay sandwiches. Many of us miss hearing thesetsss
because of travel or houseguests; if we do listeybe it's with confusion, or dismissal at someglso
alien to the growing holiday mood. We think of #red times as scary at best; chances are, we don’t
think of them at all.

And yet this Sunday lays out for us the strangeymex hope that is ours as Christians. The
eschaton, the end of all things—this was a soufrgeeat hope for the early church. It was theirpglee
gladness. Precious as this world might be, God@greas infinitely more promising to them. And so
they watched for fire in the sky. | am sure th&ytlwere scared at some level, no doubt, for chage
always frightening. But their testament is thatthbhose hope instead of fear; they waited with kead
lifted up to see a promise fulfilled.

Advent tells us still that we have to be willingled one world end so that another can begin.
This season reminds us that we, as Christiandyidr® live in intentional hope, even when the widd
falling apart around us—especially, perhaps, whisrfalling apart. It is at such moments, we claim,
that grace will abound.

This eschatological anticipation is a strangecething. It's not the sort of promise that you're
going to hear at the shopping mall or on the radliad yet it is our tradition’s gift to us in thigason. In
the midst of the whirl, we cannot forget what walkelong for, or what we really look for.

Our culture offers us so much to distract us. Tlaeeethe obvious red herrings, dangling in front
of us, advertisements that offer the best discouthe perfect gift, love ostensibly wrapped inox.b
And then there are the more subtle decoys. We dfteethe perfect family holiday with our imperfec
parents and children and selves. There are so fharsy places to pin our hopes—and so many places
to be disappointed, left with nothing but empty ppengs.

It may seem strange for me to be thinking of the tames when | am clearly at the beginning of
something different, with a new baby schedulededbrn as Advent begins. And yet this child’s birth
Is perhaps a microcosm of what we are all promisad:kind of life ends. Something larger beging W
are changed into people stronger, more awake.tidnsformation is my hope for my child on her first
birth-day, and for all of us who wait for the sayibirth.

| encourage you, in this darkening month, to groyowrself in our life together at Grace, and in
this hope for heaven that we share. Come, prag, sarve, watch. Our Christian longing for the orl
to come is not the most convenient or rationalttfuaes. It is certainly not the easiest to explai the
world around us. And yet it is the only hope, I, great enough to carry us through the darkoiess
this world into the light yet to dawn.

The Rev. Anne M. Turner




ENLIGHTEN YOUR CHRISTMAS --Twinkling lights during the Christmas season canegate as

much global warming pollution as about 250,000 csays the Union of Concerned Scientists. To save
electricity, switch to LED (light-emitting diode)hday lights. LED lights quickly pay for themsek/e :
through energy savings, and are safe, durablelomgdlasting. You can reduce your energy costs even Hap py Blrthday tO yOU CNCIN
more by using solar-powered LED lights, which carused indoors or out. Regardless of which bulbs
you use, you can maximize their efficiency by usimgautomatic timer and using mirrors and tinsel Eleanor Shaw Dec. Charlotte Kelly ~ 12/10 Lucy Chase 12/21
around indoor lights to increase the lighting effee-Greening Grace Jennifer Soper 12/1 Charlie Dickinson ~ 12/12° _Merle Ryan 12/22
Virginia Johnson 12/1 Martin Wobst 12/12 atKleen Casey 12/23
ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIVING ~This year give gifts to help reduce global povetyl meet Lucas Lindwall - 124 eiithewgsiCkley  12/12 NarRgrr — — 12/24
the Millennium Development Goals. You can helpllzehurting world and promote health, save lives, Adam Wilburn 12/2 David Shaw 1213 Nancy Roskill - 12/27
educate children. You can give trees to barrendamdountries like Haiti. You can give a goaaquig Rachel Blain 12/4 Christopher Franklin 12/14 €lecBuckley 12/27
to a poor family. Three well-known non-profit graupffering these life-changing gifts are: Episcopal Royster Hedgepeth  12/5 KayMoran 12/16 - Max Brown 12/27
Relief & Development with their "Gifts for Life" ¢alogwww.er-d.org Heifer International Gift Wendryn Case 12/5 Susan Taylor 1a2 Liam Brown 12/27
Catalogwww.heifer.org and Five Talents International which offers "GeeA Job" gift cards Caroline Spurgin 12/5 Richard Riewaldt = 12/18 Marie Wald 12/28
www.FiveTalents.org Gifts are fully tax-deductible, guaranteeditpdo not pollute the environment, Sam Jonas 12/6 Marie Coughlin 12/18 Joan Gibson  12/29
and bring great joy to all who receive them. Danllelle Qaspar 12/7 Jgan Roetter 12/19 Cgrﬂvy Ke 12/29
Maria Polino 12/7 Kai Raper 12/19 Judith Wobst 12/29
Patrick Dineen 12/7 Max Eve 12/19 Matt Lichtemns 12/29
o Rose Gibson 12/8 John Musante 12/19 Andrew&€has 12/30
/ N Matthew Read 12/8 Kathleen Lichtenstein 12/20 th@&dne Bickford  12/30
J/ Christmas Pageant, Decembe}h 244:00 pm Samuel Okrlviﬁ 12//8 C?IIa Chr?se 12//20 Robin Rigiv 12//30
“ - - _ - ‘ Jane Bucklo 12/10 Alex Lichtenstein 12/20 Di&paurgin 12/30
CEEHNE angrfv[\l)ee:gr%%)e??ﬁlﬁarfgg :grgg?nw e Maria Botelho 12/10 Chris Zobel 12/21 Jamesdiea 12/31
Rehearsals: Sunday, December 7, 12:30 — 1:30

Midweek rehearsal for spoken parts, to be arranged
Sunday, December 14, 12:30 — 1:30

Sunday, December 21, 12:30 — 1:15 SPOKEN PARTSYONL
Monday December 22, 5 pm

Dress rehearsal, December 23, 5 pm

Call December 2% 3pm (Parish Hall).

i All submissions foiGrace Notesire due by the f2of each month and

If you are interested in being a part of this pidn, please contact Rev _ _ _ 1€ -
are edited for clarity, length, and time sensiivit

Anne Turner amt ## gracechurchamherst.org or
Mary Hocken mhocken ## verizon.net or 549-8773

NEWS FLASH--SPRING PROGRAM FOR ADULT EDUCATION ON THE WAY

Our course offerings for adults this spring wilhtioue our yearlong focus on “equipping the saints”
(Ephesians 4:12) for the work of ministry, withargcular focus on the meaning of the Resurrection.
Look for our new spring flier to arrive in your faox (literal or electronic) in the next coupleweéeks.

Please notify the office if you will bevay for an extended period--even if
you have asked the post office to HOLIFORWARD your mail. The
post office will not hold or forward buikail. By letting us know when you
will be away, you will help us save money, papet anergy. Thank you.

OUTREACH --Just in from our man in Haiti, Sandy Muspratt: Hoebool that collapsed last week was
not ours, but wait until you see the roof of St.tMau. Our school is the most enchanting schodl a
church (in one building)." Gonaives, the nearégtcliy, is still under mud from the hurricanesher ?
Outreach Commission at Grace hopes that more mesliflecome in for our annual partnership goal of The Mystical Nativity, Sandro Botticelli
$3,000 a year. We also hope that those who canedtie or travel will still be eager to participate Tempera on Panel

Much prayer is needed, also study, advocacy, amddiorming about getting supplies for the school,

resources for teachers, meeting small medical neadsmore. The first report on St. Mathieu, with

video and photos on Nov. 23, will be over when yead this. Please begin to pray about how YOU

might help.
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Wednesday, Dec. 3

Set-up for the St. Nicholas &az&onnector

6:00--Adult Ed and Simple Pot-luck Supper. All arelcome to this first class in a three
part series, led by the Rev. Susan Schaeffer childicholar and teacher. The class will
investigate Mark’s way of telling the story of Jegaa. 28-30 A.D.) in a new historical
situation (ca. 70 A.D.). As a datum in the questif@ historical Jesus, the first gospel
sheds light on Jesus’ vision of transformed peapketransformed society characterized
by abundant life, judgment-by-invitation, and Godan-violent power. In his own time,
Mark portrays the way of Jesus’ disciples, charéd by misunderstanding,
repentance, failure, tragedy and hope-Parish Hall.

Thurs. & Fri, Dec. 4 &5 Set up for the St. Nich®Bazaar--Connector and Atrium.

Saturday, Dec. 6

Sunday, Dec. 7

Wednesday, Dec. 10

Thursday, Dec. 11

Saturday, Dec. 13

Wednesday, Dec. 17

Saturday, Dec. 20

Sunday, Dec. 21

Wednesday, Dec. 24

Thursday, Dec. 25

Sunday, Dec. 28

9:00 to 3:00--ST. NICHOLAS BAZAAR
9:30 to 10:30 Lay Eucharistic Minister Training h@ch
10:30--Liturgy in the Round-Patist.

6:00 --Adult Ed and Simple Bok-Supper. Second in a three part series, latddoy
Rev. Susan Schaeffer (see Wednesday, Dec. 3).

Grace Church volunteers at thieS@elter in Northampton on the second Thursday of
each winter month. Please consider helping prepad or serve the evening meal for
the 25 guests and helpers. Teams from Grace atie shelter about 5:45, serving,
eating with guests, and starts the

9:00 to Noon --Advent Quiet Day by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas
“Praying the Antiphons of Advent” O Wisdom. O Rulé Root. O Key. O Rising
Dawn. O King. O Emmanuel. Sometimes called ‘leddn prayer,” the O Antiphons
have been used for centuries in Advent as a wayjoess the Church’s longing for the
Messiah. In this Advent Quiet Day, we will thinkaut the meaning of these seven ways
of greeting Christ and -- in a space of silence sinding, conversation and prayer --
invite God in Christ to greet us and to be borrvaméthin our hearts-Parish Hall.

10:30 to 2:30 --Grace Church volunteers at NowBralone at First Church.

6:00--Adult Ed and Simple Pok-fBupper. Third in a three part series, led leyRiav.
Susan Schaeffer (see Wednesday, Dec. 3).

10:00 to Noon--Brass Polishingsihas preparation for all ages, hosted by tharAlt
Guild and Acolytes-Church.

4:00 to 5:00 Advent Lessons andl&&Yith music of Gibbons, Handel, Mendelssohn
and Monteverdi-Church

4:00 to 6:00 Family Outreach of Amherst dinner gifdexchange-Parish Hall.
4:00pm Pageant of the Nyafwid First Eucharist of Christmas

7:30pm Musical Prelude

8:00pm Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Je€imist

10:30pm Musical Prelude

11:00pm Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord JeSimsist
10:00 am The Nativity of Ourd.desus Christ.

No Sunday School



