
�� � � � � � � � �

��������	�
���
������

�����������������������������������������		�
����

�������
���		�
����

�������
���		�
����

�������
���		�
����

�������
��� ����������
�	�����������
�	�����������
�	�����������
�	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������
�����������
�����������
������� ���
�

The article on the reverse side from Sandy Muspratt about his recent journey to St. Mathieu de 
Bayonnais in Haiti is a “must read.”  One of the photographs he shared with the group that 
attended the forum in November was of a corrugated steel roof of St. Mathieu’s.  As Sandy says, it 
has gaping holes and the walls are beginning to crumble.   
 
A priest at one of those glowing Christmas Eve midnight services in my childhood prayed that the 
spirit of Christmas would be felt throughout the year.  What a wonderful sentiment…to feel the 
same feeling of charity and kindness, generosity and warmth, even after Christmas vacation!  Of 
course, the “spell” of Christmas usually dissipated once the Christmas tree was taken down and the 
ornaments put away. 
 
But the roof of St. Mathieu’s (or St. Matthew’s in English) might offer an extension of the Feast of 
the Incarnation this year.  Here’s the reason:  If you look at any old woodcut of the manger scene 
in Bethlehem, or even in the Dürer etching we found for the cover of the Christmas bulletins, you 
will see that the stable always has a hole in the roof.  A scholar of medieval English drama tells me 
that in all the old sets of the mystery plays of the Incarnation there was always an opening in the 
roof of the cave or the stable where Mary and Joseph, the magi, shepherds, and all the other 
creatures came to adore the Christ child.  The significance seems pretty clear…God shows up for 
us there is a gap, a break, when the roof is worn out or torn, when there is a vulnerability.  The 
hole in the roof could be our invitation for God to come straight from above in Jesus.  Or, the gap 
could signify that the “Love comes down at Christmas” the boundary between heaven and earth, 
between the Divine and the Human, becomes more permeable.  Either explanation makes sense to 
me, or they don’t have to be mutually exclusive, do they? 
 
So there are our brothers and sisters in Haiti with holes in their church/school house/community 
center. There are some brothers and sisters in our own neighborhoods who, due to recent storms or 
weather or economy or disease or misunderstanding or sin now have less protection from the 
elements.  When we show up to those places with our own open hearts and hands and prayers, we 
might be witnessing the arrival of Christmas and the “Showing Up of God’s Presence” (also called 
Epiphany) even weeks after the winter solstice. 
 
On another note, I invite all members of our parish community to “show up” as well for our 
Annual Parish Meeting on January 25.  There will be one service of the Holy Eucharist that 
Sunday (9:30 am).  God has shown up in many new ways in the past year and whenever that 
happens, we are changed.  This year we will celebrate the opening of our new spaces and, even 
more exciting, the arrival of many new households in our midst.  We are also getting more adept at 
our pastoral care for one another, and there are new opportunities for our reaching out to those in 
need, both close and far away.  There is a new development in our collaboration for campus 
ministry and evangelism that we will have to report.  Please come and see.  Your presence here on 
that day, as every Sunday, brings light, more than you probably realize. 
 
Yours in the God made manifest in Christ. 
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Seeking St Matthew’s  

Earlier editions of Grace Notes  have recounted our efforts to 
promote the Church’s call to devote 0.7% of income to the 
Millennium Development Goals, the choice of Goal #2  –
universal primary education–as one focus, the appea l from 

the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti to support a founder ing school deep in the Haitian countryside, and ves try’s 
underwriting of a 3 year commitment to provide 
$3000 a year for teachers’ salaries.  Central to th is 
outreach is the proximity of Haiti, its dire 
underdevelopment and the opportunity to engage 
directly– hands and hearts as well as heads–with th e 
travails of its people.  But where and what is St 
Matthew’s? Who are these children and their 
teachers?   And so I went to find St Matthew’s. 
 
No odyssey without trials: Port-au-Prince the capit al   
of Haiti, the entry point, a typical third-world ci ty, suffers much turmoil, choked streets, and rank slums.   
A simple guesthouse, frequented by mission groups, provided a haven and the murals of Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral a bright moment.   It’s a tedio us four-hour ride in a jalopy of a bus to the town of 
Gonaïves, 100 miles up the coast.  It was in the ey e of the recent storms.  Sections are still flooded ; dried 
mud, feet deep, coats the town, encases abandoned v ehicles, and dust fills the air.  The one hotel sti ll 
functioning was happily close to the presbytery of St Basil–the principal church of the parish in whic h St 
Matthew is located.   Father Max Accime, priest-in- charge of this sprawling and battered parish, soon 
found me and invited me to supper: soup and cheese,  shared with youngsters passing through from their 
homes in the countryside to colleges in the towns.  Fr. Max is both priest and school superintendent.  He 
and his flock have cleared the mud and debris from church, presbytery and the secondary school. All ar e 
up and running. 
 
Next day, a Sunday, an hour up the jolting dirt roa d ascending the valley   
of the river Bayonnais, we found St Matthew’s.  A g em!  Walls of field 
stone and rough mortar, roof of rusting tin, set am ong trees in the fertile 
bottom lands of the valley and against the sere och re of the barren hills.  
Simple houses, crops and farm-stock press in closel y. The school and 
Church are one and the same building.  Congregation , community, 
teachers, students are one.  It was Sunday: deacons  prepared for the 
service and provided the bass choral line in the si nging; congregants 
finger-followed the readings in their Creole bibles  and sang each a 
harmonic descant.  Guided by an elderly woman I fol lowed along, 
overwhelmed.    Here was the South of times past; t he centuries of 
yearning for the vernacular bible, transcendence, e nlightenment, relief 
from perpetual poverty and the caprice of recurrent  natural disasters. The 
Good Book is here inseparable from literacy. 
  
The day after, Monday, we returned. Fortuitously, i t was the first day of the school year which had be en 
delayed because of the floods.  With the pews re-ar ranged it was now a school house: three classes in the 
main room, one in each of the two small side rooms.   The roof has gaping holes; the walls are beginnin g to 
crumble.  There are five teachers, five chalk-board s, children best-dressed and eager--and nothing els e.  A 
few pencils, rare copy books, no texts, no crayons,  no maps, no posters (and no school lunch, nor runn ing 
water, nor latrine).  Our children are ready, brigh t and waiting, waiting to learn.  Their teachers, u npaid 
since January, are ready to teach.  Our support to them has started to flow.  Classroom materials are 
needed.  There is much to do.  Never was there a be tter opportunity to make good on the promise of the  
Millennium Development Goals. 
 
See more on the Grace website 
www.gracechurchamherst.org /. 
Come, be the next visitor to the 
school.  Bring your help.  
Remember our partner St 
Matthieu, our school, our children.  
Checks to Grace, memo: Haiti 
   
Sandy Muspratt  
 
 

 
December 9, 2008 Vestry Meeting 

 
In Louise Lavine’s Opening Reflection, she presented a Bible lesson as it would be presented in Sunday school.  She asked all 
to answer various questions about what Jesus meant. She then lit a candle and read the parable of Jesus as the True Vine.  The 
key word was “Abide” – we don’t have to do anything; we are there and need to stay there.  Abide. 
 
Chris Hoffmann reported for Outreach.  The Christmas Offering this year, as in the past few years, will concentrate on one of 
the Millennium Development Goals: Poverty.  Half the offering will go to local organizations:  Amherst Survival Center. Not 
Bread Alone, Interfaith Cot Shelter.  Three international organizations will benefit from the other half of the total:  Heifer – to 
which we plan to send $1500 for the Joy to the World project (2 sheep, 5 goats, 1 heifer, 2 llamas). Five Talents and 
Oxfam/America will also receive money.  The Vestry wholeheartedly endorsed these recommendations.  As the Sunday 
bulletin reminds us – please be generous! 
 
The Rector reported on discussions taking place concerning the Diocesan Mission to Higher Education – operating in The Ark 
on the UMass campus.  The director, Chris Carlisle, is now taking the Sunday evening Eucharist at Grace, and students are 
coming from more than UMass.   
 
Wardens’ Report – we are weeks away from finishing this phase of the Restoration. We may have a Certificate of Occupancy 
next week, certainly by Christmas. 
 
Nominating Committee has held one of three sessions welcoming questions about serving on the Vestry, and taking names for 
nomination.  Attendance, at zero, was disappointing. 
 
The Treasurers report that so far this budget year we have spent about $10,000 less than expected, and income is running 
ahead of schedule. We are on track to show another surplus for the 6 month budget season, thanks to the generosity of our 
members and the good stewardship of our clergy and staff.  Reminders have been sent to people who are far behind on their 
pledges.  For 2009, we are expecting to be able to maintain our current level of income, which will enable us to balance our 
budgets without making cuts.  

Ann S. Lowell, 
Clerk of the Vestry 

 
 

������������	�
���������
������������
���
�����
 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors or LEVs are trained lay (not ordained) ministers who are given Communion supplies from 
the altar, and take them out to share with parishioners who cannot get to church.  At this time of the year, we are 
ever more aware of those who are unable to worship with us.  LEVs offer home-bound and nursing home residents 
a chance to share Holy Communion with the rest of the gathered parish. Please think about who would welcome 
having a LEV bring communion during the Christmas season.  Please let either Annie H. or Deacon Ann know as 
soon as possible so they can make the necessary arrangements. 
 
 

 
Notice to Sunday School Families --There is no Sunday School on January 18 because of the holiday weekend 
or January 25 because of the Annual Meeting.  Sunday school will resume on Feb. 1. 
 
THE SPRING PROGRAM FOR ADULT EDUCATION is included in this issue of Grace Notes. 
 

���������	
��
����������������������
����
����
�������� 
�������
�������
���������������
������������������������
����������������������� �! ���
��������"�����������
���
��������
����	�������#$%�
���������
������ �&��'�
�����'����� ���
���	��	�
���������������
���
��
���
���
����

��������
��
����(�����������)� �������������������������������������� *����
���*��	���

 

All submissions for Grace Notes are due by the 12th of each month and are edited for clarity, length, and time sensitivity.  
 

Please notify the office if you will be away for an extended period--even if you have asked the post office to HOLD or 
FORWARD your mail.  The post office will not hold or forward bulk mail.  By letting us know when you will be away, you 
will help us save money, paper, and energy. Thank you. 
 

Outreach Ministries 
1 of 6 Commissions that lead Grace Church 
Patrick Kelly & Chris Hoffmann, co-chairs 
Phoebe Sessions, Vestry Liaison 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING  
 

The Annual Meeting of Grace Episcopal Church, Amher st, Massachusetts will take 
place on Sunday, January 25, 2009, for the followin g purposes: 
  
1.   to elect a Senior Warden and Junior Warden, fo r terms of one (1) year each; 
  
2.   to elect three (3) members to the Vestry for t hree (3) year terms each;  
  
3.   to elect three (3) delegates and alternates to  the Diocesan Convention and the 

Franklin-Hampshire Deanery; 
  
4.   to receive the annual reports of Grace Church;  and 
  
5.   to transact any other business which may legal ly come before the meeting. 
  
We will begin with Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m. in t he Church. The Meeting will 
convene at 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall. 
 

Ann S. Lowell, Clerk 
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Sunday, Jan. 4   9:15 AM Confirmation Class-Youth Room 
 

10:30 AM Liturgy in The Round-Parish Hall 
 

11:45 AM   - 1:00 PM SUNDAY FORUM “Vestry Information Session” Led by the Rev. Rob 
Hirschfeld and members of the Vestry.  The Rector and members of the Vestry, both current and 
outgoing, will offer information to any who are considering being nominated for this important 
service to Grace Church. 

 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 6  Epiphany 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 7 Noon-Shawl Ministry-Parker Room 
 

   12:10 PM Feast of the Epiphany (transferred) 
 

   6:00 PM -Light Potluck Supper-Parish Hall.  Please bring food or drink to share if you are able. 
6:30 PM-Adult Ed. “Walking through Walls of Water: Who is My Neighbor?” Led by the Rev. Rob 
Hirschfeld.  After viewing a segment of a film on Christian anti-Semitism, “The Longest Hatred,” 
we will discuss the Church’s teaching about the “other” and the “neighbor.” The evening will 
include space for us to tell our own stories about what led us to be interested in Jewish/Christian 
relations or in Israel/Palestine.  

 

Thursday, Jan. 8                 Join in and help prepare and serve the evening meal for the 25 guests and helpers at the Cot Shelter 
on Center St. in Northampton.  Teams from Grace arrive at the shelter around 5:45.  After eating 
with the guests, we start the clean up until the overnight crew arrives at 8 PM.  For more 
information contact Mary McCarthy or Bob Hawley at 253-3582, or Brendan Sullivan, 256-4667. 

 

              Saturday, Jan 10  9:00 AM-Noon-Quiet Day “Beauty of the Beloved: The Life and Vision of Henri Nouwen”  Dr. 
Robert A. Jonas, who was a close friend of Henri’s, will lead a morning of reflection and prayer on 
God’s invitation to accept ourselves as the Beloved. Suggested donation: $15-Parish Hall 

 

10:30 – 2:30 Not Bread Alone-First Congregational Church 
 

1:00 PM Celebration of New Ministry and the Institution of the New Rector, The Rev. Catherine 
Munz of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Northampton,  

 

Sunday, Jan 11  4:00 AM Celebration of New Ministry and the Institution of the New Rector, The Rev. Alan 
Kittelson of St. Paul’s in Vergennes, VT 

 

Noon-Episcopal Peace Fellowship-Parker Room 
 

1:00 PM-Iconography-Garth end of Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 13 6:00 PM-Liturgical Commission-Parker Room 
  

7:00 PM-Vestry Meeting-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 14 Noon-Shawl Ministry-Parker Room 
 

6:00 PM -Light Potluck Supper-Parish Hall  Please bring food or drink to share if you are able. 
6:30 PM Adult Ed. “Walking through Walls of Water: Who is My Neighbor?” “History and 
Narratives of Israel/Palestine” Led by Aaron Berman, Professor of History, Dean of Faculty and 
Vice President, Hampshire College will give an overview of the history and narratives of 
Israel/Palestine, followed by discussion.  

 

Sunday, Jan. 18  No Sunday School Today 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 21 6:00 PM -Light Potluck Supper-Parish Hall  Please bring food or drink to share if you are able.   
6:30 PM-Adult Ed. January 21 “Walking through Walls of Water: Who is My Neighbor?” 
“Responsibility” Led by Rabbi Joyce Galaski, Rabbis for Human Rights. Tonight’s presentation 
and discussion will focus on anti-Semitism, Jewish distrust of Christians, and a range of Jewish 
feelings about Christian activities around the Israeli/Palestinian issue. The program will include 
reports from Grace Church members who recently traveled to the Middle East with Rabbis for 
Human Rights and with Sabeel. 

 

Sunday, Jan. 25  Annual Meeting in the Parish Hall, following the 9:30 AM service.  No Sunday School today. 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 28 6:00 PM -Light Potluck Supper-Parish Hall   Please bring food or drink to share if you are able. 
6:30 PM Adult Ed. “Walking through Walls of Water: Who is My Neighbor?” 
“Election, Other, and Neighbor” Led by Robin Morris.  Dr. Morris will lead our discussion of 
theologies of “election,” “land,” and “inheritance.  We will discuss an article by Michael 
Wyschogrod, “Judaism and the Land,” from Abraham’s Promise: Judaism and Jewish-Christian 
Relations (Eerdmans, 2004). 


