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On Sunday February"8ve will have the opportunity to welcome our Bishtige Rt. Rev'd Gordon P.
Scruton to Grace Church. On that day we will celebthe completion of our Restoration Project, ard
will rededicate ourselves to the mission of the i€huo bring health and the good news of God’s love
made known to us in Christ.

Bishops have many roles in our Church. The wostidg has its roots in the Greek welskopeand it
signifies one who literally “over-sees” or “supases.” Our Bishop’s scope is over the big pictof¢he
association of parishes that make up our dioceseih&Vestern Massachusetts. He also sees how our
diocese connects to the larger Episcopal ChurtheJS and the rest of the Anglican Communion
throughout the world. According to the catechidrthe church and to the vows bishops make at the ti
of their consecration, “the ministry of a bishogagepresent Christ and his Church, particulasly a
apostle, chief priest, and pastor of a diocesgutod the faith, unity, and discipline of the wh@leurch;

to proclaim the Word of God; to act in Christ’s rafor the reconciliation of the world and the binigl

up of the Church; and to ordain others to conti@hest’'s ministry.” (see thBook of Common Prayger
pages 517-521 and page 855.)

I know | may be old fashioned in many ways, but whetand next to a bishop, no matter whom, | feel
myself in the presence of a person whom God héedctd be a powerful symbol of Unity. | become
mindful of geographical, cultural, temporal, andrispal connections. There is the connection lesm
the particular parish where | serve and the mahgrqgtarishes both in our diocese and throughout the
Anglican Communion. There is the connection betwtde church and the world. There are connections
between the earliest apostles who walked with Jesuke plains and hills of Palestine and the sdemd
sinners) who make up the church today and thosewilhoome after us. These connections stir in me
the belief that in Christ, God is working purposégeace and love throughout the earth and thrautgho
time. Itis high theology of the episcopacy, anchay sound strange, but | still believe it.

Of course a bishop is also completely a human beiitg all the gifts, blessings and limitationsttikame
with being human. | know it sounds irrationaleahghtened, and illogical, but | believe that wives

are in the same room with a bishop, we are in thegnce of an embodiment of the Christian hope that
our fractured and splintered world can be healetlrastored to some sense of blessed coherenbelp#
when the bishop seeks to hold things together ratiae pull things apart, and that is a role owshBp

has done his utmost to perform, and for this | Hoid in honor and deep affection.

| hope you will make a special effort to come obfeary &". We will have ONE service on that
morning, at 9:30am. During the celebration of 8reat Thanksgiving, that day we celebrate our new
building and remind ourselves why we set out to @&mlon the Restoration Project to begin with some
four years ago! May our celebration with our Bigtbe a time when we can reclaim our mission todori
love to the world, here in Amherst and in all thaces of the world that we visit in body and iny&a-
love -- that unifying principle of the universe whiis multiplied in us in the Body of Christ.

In the light of Christ,
Rob+



Flower Guild Workshop--The Flower Guild provides flowers for our sensce
including Christmas and Easter and also for fuisdfakquested. Currently we
have six active members. If you would like to tearore about our plans for an
upcoming workshop please call Lou Currin at 5497%6[Eou will be happy to
provide more information on how the guild worksg time commitment
involved, how to become a member, or how to makkeveer arrangement.

“Report from the Holy Land” is the title of a talk by Mary Matthews and Rutbdie on Sunday,
February 1st at 4pm in the Parish Hall. They alteiha conference run by Sabeel, a Palestiniant@hris
liberation theology organization which is workirgyliring peace and justice to the Holy Land. The
meeting is sponsored by the Episcopal Peace Fdiipvesd open to the public. The Rev. Ann Franklin
from Watertown, MA, who led the group trip, willsal be present as a resource.

Sunday, Feb 15, 4 pm Parish Hall
"Planting Justice with Rabbis for Human Rights”
DeAnne Riddle and several of her companions wheetea to Israel and the West Bank in November
with Rabbis for Human Rights will speak about thgp. Please join us.

Rob offered his appreciation for the service okthgoing off the Vestry. He is grateful for
all the wisdom, care and compassion around the.tabl

Wardens — Chris listed the slate of candidate¥dstry that had come from the
nominations committee. He will be putting a camatis’ board together with photos and
bios of the nominees for the parish to see beforeual Meeting. Chris Freitag and John
Robinson had been through the buildings carefulty made a list of things needing
completion and then each Warden expressed appoeciat all the help they’d been given
during their terms. Jen Soper mentioned all teatyclean-up crews, the opportunity to
organize The Creativity of Grace workshops, harggjles with restoration budgets,
gratitude for the good learning opportunities. i€kinanked everyone for their help and
support and said we had all accomplished muchs blegn grateful for balanced budgets
and reminds us that we are ALL ministers at Graleerch.

Ann S. Lowell, Clerk of the Vestry
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January 13, 2009 Vestry Highlights

Steve Abdow invited us to settle down and be doieseveral minutes and then spoke of
being “Too Busy not to Pray.” He offered sevenabigs from Henri Nouwen. Then he
spoke of how important it is in his very busy, nel to take a few minutes to be quiet and
resettle himself during the course of the day.réteinded us that Nouwen’s consistent
message is that “We are God’s Beloved” and we elstve this.

The Treasurer’s report — the Vestry voted to mavel$ from AG Edwards to the Trustees
of the Diocese, which have a very good record wésting money for parishes — have been
doing it since 1902. People at Grace who had bemritoring the fund have either died or
moved on to other things. Much thought and disonssver several weeks preceded this
vote.

The 2008 financial year had a surplus — pledgeas #0608 are still coming in. Some of the
surplus and all the pledges from a previous yelibeiput back into the endowmentolB
Kelly moved that $5,000 of the surplus be useduypdcarpet and furniture for the New
Connector — both for aesthetic purposes and teprethe floor. There was unanimous
agreement.

We still have a huge loan out there from the Rasimn Project. We must re-roof the Old
Rectory soon. We all agreed that we needed tofleright about the debt at Annual
Meeting. We must gauge the reaction of the paRslople will be asked to respond by
email or phone.

~Restoration Fund review — pledges outstandind $5i@,000.

~Rental of the Parish Hall to Hampshire Shakespear@ weeks next summer will be
$2,000 — unanimous vote.

Doug Adler spoke for stewardship and mentionedttinrte are nearly 90 or so people who
pledged last year, but have not done so for 2Gt8low-up phone calls will be made by
Vestry members.

The 2009 budget as circulated by Steve on De2@08 was accepted by unanimous vote.
The Rector mentioned names of those willing tosenv the next Vestry. The Bishop will

meet with the Vestry, Wed., Jan"28nd will be here for the Celebration of our newces
on Feb. 8th when there will be one service at 9:30.

Do you know someone who can’t get to church?
Lay Eucharistic Visitors or LEVs are trained lay(ilordained) ministers who are given
Communion from the altar, and take it out to shvaith parishioners who cannot get to
church. At this time of the year, we are ever maw@re of those who are unable to
worship with us. LEVs offer home-bound and nurdioegne residents a chance to share
Holy Communion with the rest of the gathered pari@kase think about who would
welcome having a LEV bring communion during the t@irseason. Please let either Annie

H. or Deacon Ann know as soon as possible so theyrake the necessary arrangements

Notice to Sunday School Families.
Sunday School Families: Please note that there &umday School on February 15 (because of the
holiday weekend).

February Eco-tip...
To avoid slipping on the ice, consider using VILLEGREEN ICE MELT. It is recommended by Clean
Water Action and available at Amherst Farmers’ $upp  Greening Grace

Calling for Old CDs and DVDs: Greening Grace is looking for lots of old CDs @WdDs that we will
be using for a crafts project. Please leave yoratshed CDs, free samples, etc. in the mailbox of
Margaret Bullitt-Jonas or Mary Hocken. Thank you!

The Angel Choir will be singing the Introit for the Bishop’s vigin February 8th . This wonderful
young choir will also be singing in Church on tlekldwing Sundays: Feb. 15th, March 15th, ApritH,2
May 3rd, and May 24th. Come and listen.

Haiti — Grace Church is now partnered with the St Mattlsichool in Haiti for at least 3 years. In FebyuRob
and Cora Hirschfeld, Sandy Muspratt and Annie $edtfbe going to visit for a week. Please consitdd@nging
basic school needs — pencils, pens, paper and nmagbie markers and glue sticks etc - to churclhénnext week.
Money would also be very welcome so that suppléshe purchased in Haiti where possible. Checkarfgr
amount should be made out to Grace Church withtfHaiitten on the memao line. Any amount will hedmd cash
can be put into an envelope marked “Haiti fund”efighwill be a box in the Parker Room (former offickearly
marked next week. What these travelers cannot ve&ayill store for the next group’s visit. More ngwf the
school and what we can do to help will be forthamgniQuestions? Sandy Muspratt or Mary Hocken (cirsh

IAll submissions foiGrace Notesare due by the 2of each month and are edited for clarity, lengtig time sensitivity.

Please notify the office if you will be away for artended period—even if you have asked the pdiseab HOLD or
FORWARD your mail. The post office will not hold forward bulk mail. By letting us know when yoillvbbe away, you
will help us save money, paper, and energy. Tlyaik




Sunday, Feb. 1

Monday, Feb. 2

Wednesday, Feb. 4

Sunday, Feb. 8

Tuesday, Feb. 10

9:15 AM Confirmation Class-YoutloRo
10:30 AM Liturgy in The Round-Parish Hall
12:30 PM Sunday school teacher pot luck-Parish Hall
4:00 PM Sabeel Conference Report—Parish Hall

6:00 PM Executive Committee-Rob’'8d8f

12:00 PM Shawl Minigagrker Room
6:00 p.m. Adult Ed. Light Potluck Supper (optional)
If you come for supper, and are able, please baad or drink to share.
6:30-8:00 pm. Evening Program “Becoming a Neighlhed by Joan Lindeman,
Zina Tillona, and the Rev. Christopher Carlisleonight's program will focus on
building trust among faiths in the Pioneer Vallegldeyond. In the course of this
series, have we learned anything new? What redubtysdo we feel — as
individuals and as members of Grace Church -- &sit Christian history? Are there
creative ways that we at Grace Church could addnes€hristian past?
9:30 AM-Holy Eucharist and Dedication of the ngvase by Bishop Scruton

6:00 PM Liturgical Commission tingeParker Room

7:00 PM Vestry meeting-Parish Hall

Wednesday, Feb. 1112:00 PM Shawl MinistyParker Room

Thursday, Feb. 12

6:00 PM. Adult Ed. Light Potluck Supper (optional)

If you come for supper, and are able, please bdaand or drink to share.

6:30-8:00 PMThe Meaning of Jesus: Two Visidred by the Rev.s Rob Hirschfeld
and Margaret Bullitt-Jonas. Why was Jesus killBaJesus know that he was the
Messiah? Was he bodily resurrected from the deatidaes that matter? In The
Meaning of Jesus, two leading scholars, Marcus BayN.T. Wright, offer
sharply contrasting interpretations of the meamihdesus’ mission, ministry,
death, and resurrection. In this 3-week seriegiggaants will have an opportunity
to clarify their own understandings of Jesus ase®ael and discuss the widely
divergent views of two contemporary theologianspi€s of the book are available
for purchase in the church office.

5:45 PM - 8:00 PM Grace Volunteers at The Cott8heh Center Street,
Northampton. We arrive at the shelter about 5sé%ving, eating with guests, and
beginning the clean up until the overnight crewwas at about 8PM For more
information see or call Mary McCarthy and Bob Hayyl253-3582, or Brendan
Sullivan 256-4667. 4667.

Saturday, Feb. 14

Sunday, Feb. 15

Saturday, Feb. 21

Sunday, Feb. 22

Tuesday, Feb. 24

Ash Wednesday,
February 25

10:30 AM — 2:30PM Not Bread Aléirst Congregational Church
No Sunday school
12:00 Noon-Episcopal Peace Fellowship-Parker Room
1:00 PM-Iconography-Garth end of Parish Hall
4:00 PM "Planting Justice with Rabbis for HumanRgJ-Parish Hall.

9:00 AM “Epiphany: Finding GodNiature” Led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-
Jonas. During the season of Epiphany, we expl@enany ways that God is
revealed. Christian theologians have always undedsthat we encounter God not
only in the Bible but also in the “Book of Naturéii’'the quiet of winter, we will
focus on how the Holy can speak eloquently to usuiih something as apparently
insignificant as a twig or a leaf. What happens mive become aware that our
body is part of the body of nature? Can meditatinghe natural world lead us into
deeper communion with the divine? Come and seéstPeall

10:00 AM Burning of the Palms

11:45 AM Sunday Forum “Reading Icons” Led by Sahdlydahl

Icons have been referred to as “windows into theean realm,” “mirrors of the
soul,” and “theology in color.” Using the languagfdight, color, image and
symbol, icons are meant to be seen and understoatltiiple levels, which range
from the basic recognition of the subject depidted deeper knowledge and
understanding of the inner process of transfiganaliy light. Using Grace
Church’s icons of Christ in the New Paradise, SarfPMagdalene and the Mother
of Tenderness, we will progress through these $eokVision. All ages are
welcome.

5:00 PM Shrove Tuesday Pancakee&&arish Hall

8:00 AM, 12:10 PM, and 7:00 PM-dsifion of Ashes and the Holy Eucharist.
5:30 p.m. This service, lastingual30 minutes, is especially for young children
(ages 3-7) and their families.



