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April 5--Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

8 am: Holy Eucharist 
10:30 am: (beginning in the Parish Hall and processing to the Church) Holy Eucharist 

6 pm: Holy Eucharist 

April 6--Monday in Holy Week 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 

7 pm: Holy Eucharist 

April 7--Tuesday in Holy Week 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 

7 pm: Holy Eucharist 

April 8--Wednesday in Holy Week 
12:10 PM: Holy Eucharist (Rite I) with Healing 

5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 
7 pm: Tenebrae (with music by members of Singers' Project) 

April 9--Maundy Thursday 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 

7 pm: Foot Washing, Holy Eucharist of the Last Supper;  
Stripping of the Altar 

All-night vigil before the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel) 

April 10--Good Friday 
12 pm: Ecumenical Service at Grace Church 

4 pm: Youth Stations of the Cross (Town Common) 
7 pm: Liturgy of the Crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ 

April 11--Holy Saturday 
9:00 am: Liturgy of Holy Saturday 

9:15 am- 12:15 noon: Holy Saturday Retreat (Parish Hall) 
8:00 pm: The Great Vigil of Easter, Holy Baptism, and the Feast of the Resurrection (begins in Columbarium) 

April 12--Easter Sunday 
8 am & 10:30 am: The Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

6:00 pm Contemplative Eucharist 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Outreach Ministries Commission  
 

Volunteer Activities at local community service programs supported by Grace Church: 
 

A couple of months ago, old church friends of ours, called to ask us where they might volunteer in the Amherst 
area.  They, like many others, have felt moved by President Obama’s talk about the need for each of us to do 
our part, to find a way to make a difference in whatever way we can.  We also find that newcomers to the 
church are often curious about ways to get involved in things we do together or individually, as part of Grace 
Church.  
 

As a long-time member of the Outreach Commission, I can easily think of three charities that the church has 
supported financially through Christmas and Easter collections and where many of our members have 
volunteered over the years—in some cases for as many as 15-20 years! 
 

One is the Hampshire County Interfaith Shelter on Center St. in Northampton.  For many years now, on the 
second Thursday of the month, from November through April, small teams of church members( usually 4-5), 
cook and serve a hot meal for  20-24 guests, who arrive about 6pm to spend the night and leave after breakfast 
the following morning.  We recently received an e-mail from Edith Allison, whose family has served a meal at 
the shelter for 14 years, with their teenagers assisting at different times. For the February 12 meal, Kitty 
Dougherty provided her amazing desserts, Lou Currin cooked the main course; and Edith and Donny, Brooke 
and Brendan Sullivan, and newcomer Shawn Adams served the dinner, socialized with the guests and did the 
clean-up. 
 

Edith wrote: “The sharing of a meal with folks who really need it, by folks who took the time to make it, is 
hard to put into words.  When we heard that two people were waiting to see if they could get in that night 
though the shelter was full, we were relieved to find out from Brendan (a board member) that those guests 
would be taken over to an auxiliary shelter in Easthampton at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, where, 
on short notice, they have cots for up to six more guests.  The hearty stew was extremely well-received as were 
the fantastic Valentine desserts. One of the men said he wanted to be here next year for the Valentine desserts! 
But we all agreed that he doesn’t really want to be there at all any longer than he has to.” 
 

 (Call Mary McCarthy or Bob Hawley if you want to help next fall or call Brendan Sullivan if you want to help 
the Friends of the Homeless with their fundraising and additional services provided at the Shelter.) 
 

Pam Wilkinson has been helping out at Not Bread Alone, the soup kitchen in the basement of the First 
Congregational Church, for close to 15 years. In her own words, she describes the experience:  “Every second 
Saturday of the month, Grace Church volunteers staff the kitchen at Not Bread Alone. Under the table 
leadership of Hwei-ling Greeney and our own Chris Hoffmann, members of our congregation prepare, serve, 
and clean up a midday meal that is varied, nutritious, and delicious. 
 

“We arrive at 10:30, and Hwei-ling (after admonishing us to wash our hands) parcels out the chores for the 
day. The menu always has four or five different dishes, and sometimes we have an unexpected donation to 
work into the meal, but by 12 o'clock the food is served and we sit down with the guests to enjoy their 
company and our efforts. 
 

Lunch morphs into clean-up and food-put-away, and by 1:30 the dishes are back in the cupboard, the floor is 
clean, and the room is ready for Sunday and another meal. It's a joyful experience and a great way to meet 
people--the guests especially, but also the 8 o'clockers, if you're a 10:30er, and the 10:30ers if you're an 8 
o’clocker. If you can't cook now, you'll find that you can. If you can cook now, you'll find you learn something 
new. Try it; you'll like it.” 
 

Call Chris Hoffmann (256-0718) to help with the second Saturday meal or to assist at the new Wednesday late 
afternoon meal (4-5pm). 
 

A third community service always in need of more volunteers is the Amherst Survival Center at 1200 N 
Pleasant St. in north Amherst. The Center runs a free store where those in need may come for food staples, 
produce and fresh bread. Clothing and household goods are available to all.  On a limited basis, there is simple 
medical care available and a case manager is there one afternoon a week.  A hot meal is served four days a 
week, and twice a month there is a family night at the center with child-oriented entertainment and crafts.  As  



 
you might expect, lately the Center has about 100 visitors a day and can use over 50 volunteers a week. 
Individuals or groups should call Tracey at 549-3968 X202 to volunteer.  One may help out a morning a week, 
monthly, or just occasionally.  Helpers are needed for picking up and sorting food, for sorting clothing, for 
picking up donations, for general cleaning, for cooking. Administrative and fundraising assistance is always 
welcome.  Singers, dancers, artists are welcome to help with the family nights. Medical personnel might leave 
a message for Dr. Lowery to see if she is in need of more assistance.  Church members Royster Hedgepeth and 
Greg Kline can offer more information. 
 

Over the years, Grace has also supported and been involved with Habitat for Humanity , Family Outreach of 
Amherst, and the ABC House.  Members of the Outreach Commission could help anyone make contact with 
those excellent organizations too.                                                                                           -- Mary McCarthy 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Car-free/Carpool Sunday, April 26 
Celebrate Earth Day by climbing out of the car and winning an award!  Please “green” your trip to church on 

April 26.  How?  Consider these options. 
 

               •  Walk; 
                •  Ride your bike (and park in the new bike rack!); 
                • Take the bus (schedules at www.pvta.com): Sunday buses run only from the  
                              five colleges. 
               •  Carpool.  Invite someone to join you -- parishioner, neighbor, or friend; 
                •  Drive partway, and walk or bike any distance you can happily manage; or 
                •  Buy a carbon offset.  For example, make a tax-deductible donation to the  
New England Wind Fund (http://www.newenglandwind.org) or to Livecooler.org, which 
provides compact fluorescent light bulbs to low income families, reducing both emissions of 
carbon dioxide and the families’ electric bills.  As a way to offset your own carbon footprint, 
please consider making a tax-deductible donation at http://www.livecooler.org/.   
 

Lenten Special:  Carbon Fast www.tearfund.org/carbonfast  Sign up for emails and you will get a tip daily 
during Lent on how to reduce your carbon footprint. 
                                                     

Collect your award!  Awards will be given to every household that finds a “greener” way to get to church on 
Sunday, April 26.   
 

Come help us create stunning medals of honor!  On Sunday, April 19th, a CD/DVD medal-decorating party 
for children and adults will be held after the 10:30 service in the Parish Hall. Please come     -- Greening Grace 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Mark your calendars. 
 

The Grace Church Services Auction is on Saturday, M ay 2, 2009 in the parish hall.   
This is a terrific opportunity to support the minis tries of Grace Church and  

discover the perhaps hitherto unknown talents of ot her people in the Parish. 
What time or talent would like to give or get? 

Diana Spurgin and Tom Dougherty will have service f orms available  
after the 8 and 10:30 AM services in the connector.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Do you know someone who can’t get to church?  Lay Eucharistic Visitors or LEVs are 
trained lay (not ordained) ministers who are given Communion from the altar, and take it 
out to share with parishioners who cannot get to church.  At this time of the year, we are 
ever more aware of those who are unable to worship with us.  LEVs offer home-bound and 
nursing home residents a chance to share Holy Communion with the rest of the gathered 
parish. Please think about who would welcome having a LEV bring communion during the 
winter season.  Please let Deacon Ann or Annie H. know as soon as possible to they can make the 
necessary arrangements. 



 
March 10, 2009, Vestry Highlights 

 
Tom Dougherty shared a meditation about faith from Peace & Compassion to Heal a Hurting World published by 
Episcopal Relief and Development (meditations online at www.er-d.org). 
 

Rob introduced John Lemly, Chair of the Parish Discernment Committee and Royster Hedgepeth also on the comm.  
The committee had sent a letter to the Rector and Vestry enthusiastically endorsing David Heyes as a candidate for 
ordained ministry.  David was introduced.  A long discussion followed with questions and answers from everyone.  
After David, John and Royster left, a second long discussion followed among Vestry members.  The Vestry, by a 2/3 
vote (required by canon) approved the idea with 3 abstentions. 
 

Rob reported that the proposal to have Grace Church host the Diocesan Mission for Ministry in Higher Education is 
a matter of ongoing discernment.  Conversations with the Rev. Chris Carlisle, Rob, members of the Grace Church 
parish, and Diocesan Staff are ongoing.  No agreement has been made as of yet, and we are still exploring how 
Grace Church can best and most effectively support ministry in Higher Education, especially among the Five 
Colleges, without adding undue burden or stress on our parish staff, both clerical and lay, who are already feeling 
over-extended.  Rob asks for continued prayers for discernment as we seek to invite students, faculty, and staff to 
our parish life and witness. 
 

Bob Kelly has accepted the position of Chairman of Stewardship.  Doug Adler will continue until June.  The Rector 
and Vestry expressed approbation for Bob Kelly’s willingness to serve, and deep gratitude for Jane Buckloh’s 
faithful and effective leadership on the Stewardship Commission. 
 

Stewardship reports that we have not reached 100% participation in pledging. 
 

A group to be called Friends of Grace is in the making.  These are folks connected to Grace, but not members.  They 
will be informed of the vitality of our church community and invited to contribute to our ministries in Christ. 
 

Restoration Fund – new leader being sought to continue this since Tom Baker is now Parish Treasurer and cannot do 
two jobs at once. 
 

The Senior Warden (Tom D) reminded us: Services Auction - May 2nd - 5:30 to 8:30 pm. 
 
The Junior Warden (Kathy LaMotte) reported on all the small and large projects that require attention – distribution 
of church keys, leaking roof in Pantry off Parish Hall, need of grass seed, lights in chapel sacristy.   
 

Feb 10 Vestry Minutes were approved.   The meeting adjourned in prayer.  
                                                                                                                                  Ann S. Lowell, Clerk of the Vestry 
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01 Kerry Buckley 
 02 Frederick Treyz 
 02 Andrew McCallum 
 03 John Lemly 
 04 Judy Orvis 
 05 Paul Blanquart 
 05 Warren Taylor 
 05 Ann Kearns 
 05 Janet Moore 
 05 JoshuaBlanquart 
 06 Sydney Zobel 
 09 Denise Dineen 
 10 Theo McCallum 
 11 Shirley Brodigan 
 11 Katie Schendel 
  
 

 
 
 11 Stewart Dougherty  
 14 Helen Mottla 
 14 Peter Elbow 
 14 Gregory Wobst 
 14 Rachel Musante 
 15 Albert Storey 
 15 Beth Brown 
 15 Leah Heyes 
 15 Eva Hyers 
 16 Conrad Wogrin 
 16 Jono Hanke 
 16 Jack Spence 
 17 Luke Abdow 
 18 John Aldrich 
 19 June Gaeke 
20 Carolyn Bentley 
20 Shannen Fox 

 
 
 20 Ann Lowell  
 20 Mary McCarthy 
21 Jean Canady 
 21 John Dineen 
 22 Jim Scott 
 23 Theo Beach 
 24 Dorothy Ives 
 24 Pat Szumowski 
 24 Jessie Abdow 
 25 Natalie Obiero 
 28 Laura Ricard 
 28 Victoria Quinlan 
 29 Hut Beall 
 30 Shawn Adams 
 30 Patrick Kelly 
 30 Bande Mangalis 
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Wednesday, April 1 12:00 PM  Shawl Ministry -Connector      

6:00 PM Adult Ed . Light Potluck Supper (optional) 
If you come for supper, and are able, please bring food or drink to share. 
“The Meaning of Forgiveness” led by the Rev. Anne Turner.  Tonight concludes this 
series.  What does it mean to forgive? Is forgiving the same as forgetting? Does 
forgiveness mean that we pardon or excuse the offense? What is the relationship between 
justice and forgiveness? What spiritual resources enable us to forgive? Which hurts and 
betrayals hold us back from forgiving, and how might forgiveness transform our life?  
Please join us for this important and meaningful conversation-Parish Hall 

 

Friday, April 3  12:00 PM Karuna Peace Center-Brown Bag Lunch-Connector 
 

Saturday, April 4 12:00 PM Choir Practice-Church 
 

Sunday, April 5 Palm Sunday 
For the Services of Holy Week, please see the front page. 

   9:15 AM Prayerful Bible Study-Rob’s office 
 

Wednesday, April 8 7:00 PM A note about Tenebrae--As in past years, the Tenebrae service will incorporate 
musical settings sung by members of Singers’ Project, under the direction of Beth Hart, 
including the famous “Miserere” by Gregorio Allegri.  The beauty of this service, as the 
church grows increasingly dark, provides a uniquely reverent way to be drawn into the 
Triduum days which follow it.  The service is planned by members of Grace’s Youth 
Confirmation Class.   

 

Saturday, April 11 9:30-12:30 PM Holy Saturday Retreat-Parish Hall 
 “Holy Saturday: Day of Transformation” led by Dr. Robert A. Jonas. 
Holy Saturday is a powerful day for Christians. Jesus has died and descended into the 
darkness, and the Risen Christ has not yet appeared. In one Orthodox icon, Jesus is 
pictured as standing in the depths, reaching down to raise up Adam and Eve. In this 
symbolic gesture he is touching everything in us that turns away from God; he is healing 
what is broken and lifting up what has fallen. On Holy Saturday we consciously open 
ourselves to the liberating power of God and take time to perceive where God in Christ - 
in powerful but sometimes hidden ways - is at work in our lives. 
This morning retreat will include silent meditation, presentations on the psychological 
and spiritual meanings of Holy Saturday, scripture and poetry reading, music, chanting, 
conversation, and prayer. If you have a poem related to the themes of Holy Saturday, 
please bring it with you. Suggested donation: $15 
 

10:30 AM Not Bread Alone-First Congregational Church 



 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 12 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Easter Sunday- (No Sunday School) 
 
Wednesday, April 15 6:00 PM Adult Ed . Light Potluck Supper (optional) 

If you come for supper, and are able, please bring food or drink to share. 
April 15, 22, 29 “Coming Back to Life” led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas. 
In the face of unprecedented ecological challenges, it is easy to become immobilized by 
grief, fear, and anger. Yet the promise of Easter is that we can meet these uncertain times 
with courage, compassion, and joy. Using the work of eco-philosopher and activist Joanna 
Macy, we will explore the power of resurrection in our own lives. The course will include 
presentations, group exercises, and guided meditation as we seek to transform despair into 
hope, and apathy into compassionate action. 
 

Sunday, April 19  10:30 AM Liturgy in the Round -Parish Hall 
 

12:00 PM Outreach Commission Meeting-Parker Room 
 

Tuesday, April 21 6:30 PM Vestry Supper Meeting with Bishop Scruton-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, April 22 6:00 PM Adult Ed . Light Potluck Supper (optional) 
If you come for supper, and are able, please bring food or drink to share. See April 15 for 
details. 

 

Sunday, April 26 Car Free Sunday  “Transition Towns” Led by Tina Clarke  
As part of our celebration of Earth Day/Creation Sunday, widely respected eco-activist 
Tina Clarke will speak about “Transition Towns,” a new model of how to strengthen 
communities and create local, sustainable economies in the face of rising energy prices, 
peak oil, global warming, and economic dislocation. What role can and should religious 
communities play in the transformation of our social and economic life? 
Tina Clarke is a Campaign Director for Clean Water Action and a collaborator with the 
Sustainability Institute.  She has been an advocate, educator, consultant, and director of 
nonprofit programs since 1985. In Washington, D.C. she led a citizen-advocacy training 
program for 16 faith denominations, and directed Greenpeace USA’s citizen activist 
network. 
 

Wednesday, April 29 6:00 PM Adult Ed . Light Potluck Supper (optional) 
If you come for supper, and are able, please bring food or drink to share.  
See April 15 for details about tonight’s session. 

 

                      …………………..Coming up in May-Stay tuned for details……………….. 
Sunday, May 3 Services Auction  
 
 
 
 
 
The images below were part of a presentation on March 15th by our contingent to St. Matthieu’s School in Haiti.  

   Photos courtesy of Sandy Muspratt. 
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The Ministers of Grace Church:  All the Baptized (see Book of Common Prayer, pp. 854-855) 
 
The Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld, Rector  arh@gracechurchamherst.org 
The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, Priest Associate  mbj@gracechurchamherst.org 
The Rev. Anne M. Turner, Priest Associate  amt@gracechurchamherst.org 
The Rev. Ann Wood, Deacon    deaconapw@gracechurchamherst.org 
Elizabeth Hart, Director of Music   beth@gracechurchmusic.org 
Richard Damon, Organist                                                     
Ann S. Hondrogen, Parish Administrator  annie@gracechurchamherst.org  
Jane P. Andresen, Parish Bookkeeper  jpa@gracechurchamherst.org 
David Ulen, Sexton 
Tom Dougherty, Senior Warden   tdougherty@packingcorp.com 

 Kathy Glime-LaMotte, Junior Warden  kglimelamotte@yahoo.com 
 Tom Baker, Treasurer     the1baker@comcast.net 
 Steve Abdow, Asst. Treasurer 

John Dineen, Asst. Treasurer (in training)  jdineen@charter.net     
Ann S. Lowell, Clerk     ann@tarsicius.net 

 
Vestry 
 

Class of 2010 
  Steve Abdow,      steveabdow@gmail.com 
  Don Buckloh     buckloh@noho.com 
  Margo McMahon    margo.mcmahon@dmh.state.ma.us 
 

Class of 2011  
  Nate Brown     nhbrown@aol.com 
  Janine Kelly     rjkelly@crocker.com 
  Louise Lavine     louise.lavine@gmail.com 
 

Class of 2012  
  Don Allison     djaesq@aol.com 

Melinda Reid     melindar@rcn.com 
Katie Schendel    kschendel@piercelaw.edu 

 
Diocesan Delegates 

  Ruth Hooke 
  Margo McMahon 
  Janet Moore 
            Marissa Ho (Youth) 
             Luke Abdow (Youth) 
      
     

�
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Grace Episcopal Church �  14 Boltwood Avenue �  Amherst, MA �  01002 �  413-256-6754 
www.gracechurchamherst.org

 


