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Semi-Annual Meeting! 
June 7th, after the 10:30 Service * Tell your friends * Ring bells * Be Here. 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I don’t know about you, but I am often asked, “Why is this day different from any other day?”   
“Remind me,” someone might ask. “What’s the deal with Easter?”  The implied question might be, 
“And why should I care?”  A question like this seems so elementary and even frustrating to life-long 
Christians, but it is also the kind of question we dismiss at our peril.  We need to ponder questions 
like that for ourselves and others often, if not daily.   When asked what the secret to his church’s 
steady growth was, a famous pastor I heard on the radio once responded something like this:  “I just 
remember that my task is to convert just one soul, just one person, every day.  If I can help bring one 
person every day to know something about the resurrected life of Christ, then the church will grow 
like crazy, as though all by itself.   And that one person I need to convert is…me!”  I’ve taken these 
words to heart in my own preaching, and it seems that so have the others who step into the pulpit at 
Grace.  We preach to convert ourselves, because we are really no different in our hungers and thirsts, 
in our longing and hopes, from everyone else.  There is an urgency to our times.   So many have 
discarded or distorted the message of the Church that it seems more and more that we need to start 
with the basics.  It’s a little like the famous coach Vince Lombardi who told his Green Bay Packers at 
half- time during a disastrous game against the Bears, “Gentlemen.  You seem to have forgotten.  
Let’s get this right.  This…is a football.” 
 
So why is Easter Day different?  It is different because human flesh has conquered death in Jesus.  
Death is no longer the end of the story, when Life bursts out of the tomb in the body of Christ.   Love 
wins, too, because the death Jesus died was so full of hatred, fear, anger, and sin.  Despite their 
having done their worst, all those ugly things are shown to be utterly powerless over God’s desire to 
love and forgive us.  Much more can and has been said about Easter.  But that’s a good place to start.  
It’s how I start when I get up in the morning and start my own daily conversion. 
 
How about Pentecost?  Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit, that unifying, re-creating person of God, 
scoops each of us up and draws us into the very person of Christ.  It’s the day when we celebrate that 
the Church, the assembly that includes you and me, and the countless myriad others throughout the 
world and throughout time, actually becomes the Risen Body of Christ.  On Pentecost, we no longer 
look up to heaven or backwards in time to find the Risen Jesus. We find Christ among us and in us 
and with us.  That’s why Pentecost is described as the day when the Church was born—it’s when the 
Spirit of God fills us, each with different measure, with the attributes of God.  We are made holy. We 
have the power of healing.  We can live without the fear of loss or death, risking all things in order to 
love more boldly and widely.  We speak in languages that can be understood by strangers.  Barriers 
disintegrate before our eyes; people get healed, sometimes even cured. People forgive one another 
just as God forgives.  People get creative.  We are all given special gifts.  At Pentecost, we get it 
together, we find our selves in God and, there in God, we find the rest of creation, too, you, me, 
neighbors, former enemies, the whole deal, embraced in LOVE. 
 



 
 
I’m sure Pentecost means a few other things as well.  But that’s how it starts for me when I get up in 
the morning and start my daily conversion. If the attendance at Easter and the arrival of the new and 
wonderful people among us are any indication, it feels as if we are experiencing a kind of new birth at 
Grace Church.  We have a new building, new ministries, and new forms of outreach to the 
community.  We also find ourselves in the midst of increasingly strained times in our economy and 
society.  How is the Holy Spirit holding, guiding, and inspiring us at this particular time in our 
history?    
 

There are three things that the Vestry and I would like us to talk about and share with you on June 7th 
after the 10:30 service.  We’d like to have a semi-annual meeting about these items.  The three items 
include, first, saying farewell to Anne Turner and talking about how we might adjust to her departure 
from us.  Her presence as the leader and capable administrator of our Sunday school and ministry 
with children has been nothing short of amazing.  I know I am not alone in saying how much she will 
be missed.   We are so committed to the ministry she oversaw, and we will need to discuss some of 
the options that lie before us. 
 

Secondly, we want to collectively discuss how we will retire the almost $600,000 debt we have 
incurred as a result of our building.  There are some very feasible options for us, and the Vestry wants 
to hear from the congregation at large as it seeks to discern the most effective way to eliminate our 
mortgage so that our ministry can remain vibrant. 
 

Thirdly, I would like to fathom the depths of the parish’s desire to reform and reestablish the 
Coventry groups many once enjoyed.  As the parish incorporates more people into its life, the need 
for smaller gatherings where we can be more fully known and accepted for who we are and where we 
are in our spiritual journey becomes all the more critical.  We need support and fellowship of brothers 
and sisters who are also on this journey toward Life in Christ.  A bishop once told me that if the 
church is to get bigger it first has to learn how to be smaller; that is, folks need to have occasion to be 
close to each other, not just crowded. 
 

We may not get to the third item at our semi-annual meeting, but I want to hear from you if you are 
interested in helping re-form the Coventry groups or the Pastorates.  These could be goals for the 
coming year at Grace Church. 
 

In the meantime, may the Light of the Risen Christ shine upon you and fill you with God’s blessing 
of new life this Eastertide. 
Rob+ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Notes from the Garden 
 
The Grace Church Garden Ministry has had an 
active spring.  We’ve met several times to 
review the many needs of our parish landscape 
and how best to respond. With the smallest of 
budgets ($0) and many wonderful ideas, we’re 
sticking firmly to long-range planning. 
 

This year we are focused on the foundation of 
every good garden: the soil. In soil 
preparation, as in all facets of gardening at 
Grace, we’re following organic, “best 
practice” techniques. The sight of a great deal 
of mulch should be very encouraging to all of 
us, even if it doesn’t provide instant aesthetic 
euphoria. Eventually, there will be several 
beautiful plantings around our buildings, and 
the first requirement for all of them is good 
soil.     

Wagner Farms has generously donated our 
mulch.  Michael Erard deserves kudos for 
transporting it, and the hands and rakes of 
many volunteers are responsible for spreading 
the bounty over our lovely gardens-in-the-
making. 
 

We welcome your ideas and your help!  We’re 
a part of the Property Committee, and our 
efforts are devoted to landscape and garden 
planning, maintenance, weeding, pruning etc.  
Please call any member of the Garden Ministry 
if you’d like to join us:  Michael and Jeanette 
Erard; George and Ellen Goodwin; Melinda 
Reid; Elizabeth French.   
 
Submitted by Elizabeth French for  
the Garden Ministry of Grace Church 
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Do you know someone who can’t get to 
church?  Lay Eucharistic Visitors or LEVs are 
trained lay (not ordained) ministers who are 
given Communion from the altar, and take it out 
to share with parishioners who cannot get to  
church.  At Eastertide, we are even more aware 
of those who are unable to worship with us.  
LEVs offer home-bound and nursing  
 

home residents a chance to share Holy 
Communion with the rest of the 
gathered parish. Please think about 
who would welcome having a LEV 
bring communion during the winter 
season.  Please let Deacon Ann or 
Annie H. know as soon as possible 

to they can make the necessary arrangements.

 
Vestry Highlights, April 2009 

 
Margo McMahon gave a brief, powerful meditation.  She read Psalm 139, then asked us to close our eyes while she spoke about love 
and touch.  Then we were asked to put our hand on our cheek, still thinking about God’s love for each of us.  “You are touching the 
face of God,” she said. 
 
Kevyn Smith spoke about the work of the Pastoral Care Commission – she mentioned all its work: mutual care, LEVs, pastoral visiting, 
shawl & bead ministry, prayer circle, interaction with Clergy – she has just taken on this job and has much to learn, she says.  Do 
contact her with questions and/or needs. 
 
The Treasurers reported that the first quarter of 2009 is on budget.  On the income side, we are in good shape.  The expense side needs 
further study and adjustments. 
Stewardship update – pledges continue to come in and we hope for 100% participation – it’s all about common ministry. 
 
The Rector reported that the Pentecost Picnic will be May 31. He hopes to plan a semi-annual parish meeting on June 7th for open 
conversation about 1) retiring the debt on the Restoration 2) Christian education – in light of  Anne Turner’s moving away, and 3) do 
people want to resume small gatherings for prayer and spiritual friendship? 
 
Rob also reported that after months of discussion and discernment, it was decided that the headquarters of the Diocesan Ministry to 
Higher Education would not be located at Grace Church.  The Rev’d Chris Carlisle and the Diocesan Archdeacon continue to explore 
the most effective venue for this ministy to reach more of the campuses in Western Massachusetts.  Meanwhile, Chris and Rob will 
share the oversight for the Sunday 6 pm Contemplative Service which is growing in its participation with the much appreciated 
assistance of Leah Gregg, Scott Jackson, Sarah Langseth, Janet Teng and other members of the Altar Guild. 
 
The Senior Warden reminded all of the Services Auction on May 2 - everyone warmly welcomed.  It’s a fundraiser and lots of fun. 
 
The Junior Warden reported on mulch donations, Parish Hall roofing cost estimates, and continuing work by the Garden Group.  She 
announced the Spring Clean-up Day on April 25th to which all are invited.  Bring garden gloves, metal rakes and much enthusiasm ! 
 
Melissa Freitag reported on efforts to engage more teens in church meetings and trips.  She is sure that folks will return after coming 
once. 
 
The meeting adjourned in prayer.                               Ann S. Lowell, Clerk of the Vestry 

 
 

Grace Church Welcomes Berkshire Hills Music Academy 
 

Berkshire Hills Music Academy, a post-secondary “music college” for young adults with intellectual disabilities 
will hold its annual Classical Music Fest at Grace on Friday, May 1st, at 7 pm.  Our Music Director, Beth Hart, 
is also the Director of Admissions at BHMA and will host the concert, which features performances of young 
musicians with disabilities such as Williams syndrome, Down syndrome and autism spectrum disorders.  Also 
performing will be BHMA faculty, including Beth, Karen Carreira, Yvonne Field, Tom Slowick, Gary Smulyan 
and Joan Cornachio.  Grace parishioners are warmly welcomed – come and support these extraordinary young 
musicians.  Their work is an inspiration to all! 
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Friday, May 1  7:00 PM  Berkshire Hills Music Academy Concert-Church 
     

Saturday, May 2 9:00 – Noon  Grace Church Plant Sale-in front of the Connector 
    

5:30 PM  Services Auction-Parish Hall 
    
 

Sunday, May 3  9:15 AM  Confirmation Class.  What is God calling you to do?  (Chap. 9)-Youth Room 
 

   12:45 PM  Adult CF&E Commission Meeting-Margaret’s office 
 

1:00 PM  Iconography-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, May 6 12:00 PM  Shawl Ministry -Connector 
 

6:00 (May 6, 13, 20, 27)  Adult Ed. and Potluck.  If you come for supper, and are able, 
please bring food or drink to share. The class begins at 6:30 PM. 

   “Resurrection: The New Reality and Christian Hope” led by the Rev. Susan Schaeffer 
proclaims, the world and human existence were transformed and transferred to a new 
reality in which God is “making all things new.” In this course we will consider the 
proclamation of resurrection in the New Testament, particularly in St. Paul’s great chapter, 
1 Corinthians 15, and in the Gospel Resurrection narratives, to see what they say about 
Jesus and the Reign of God. The final session will center on the question: What do we 
mean by Christian hope? Here we will examine some of our misconceptions about 
resurrection and explore what is meant when we say in the Creed, “we look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.” 
 

Sunday, May 10 10:30  Liturgy in the Round-- A service for children and their families-Parish Hall 
 

   12:00 PM  Episcopal Peace Fellowship-Parker Room 
 

   1:00 PM  Iconography-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, May 12 7:00 PM  Vestry Meeting-Connector 
 

Wednesday, May 13 12:00 PM  Shawl Ministry -Connector 
 

   6:00 PM  Adult Ed. and Potluck (See entry for May 6)-Parish Hall 
 

Sunday, May 17 9:15 AM  Confirmation Class-Youth Room 
 

   12:00 PM  Outreach Commission Meeting –Parker Room 
 

   12:30 PM  Potluck Lunch with Sunday School Teachers-Connector 
 

   1:00 PM  Iconography-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, May 20 12:45 PM  Greening Grace Meeting-Connector 
 

   6:00 PM  Adult Ed. and Potluck (See entry for May 6)-Parish Hall 
 

Saturday, May 23 9:00 AM  Quiet Day-- “Easter: Rising with Christ”  led by the Rev. Dr. Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas.  How is God inviting us to enter more fully into the life of the Risen Christ? 
How is the One “who turned the hard rock into a pool of water and flint-stone into a 
flowing spring” (Ps 114:8) longing to transform our lives? Using selected psalms as a 
springboard for reflection and prayer, we will explore the meaning and power of 
resurrection in our own lives. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Sunday, May 24 11:45 AM  Sunday Forum-- “A Religious Life”  Led by Jane Beebe, Royster Hedgepeth, 

and Janet Moore.  Some Christians find it helpful to establish a formal affiliation with a 
religious order as a way to support and nurture their spiritual life. Three parishioners who 
have made a commitment to a religious order while continuing to live in the world (not a 
monastery) will speak about what led to their respective decisions, what vows or rule of 
life they each abide by, and what difference a relationship with a religious order has made 
to their life with God. 

 

 1:00 PM  Iconography-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, May 27 6:00 PM  Adult Ed. and Potluck (See entry for May 6)-Parish Hall 
 

Saturday, May 30 12:00 PM   Set-up for Pentecost Picnic-Parish Hall 
 

Sunday, May 31 12:30 PM  Pentecost Picnic-Parish Hall and yard on Spring Street 
 

 

                      
 

                     
 

Thanks to Lucy Robinson for helping Grace Church and the town of Amherst observe  
Earth Hour.   

Images courtesy of Jim Mead.   
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Grace Episcopal Church �  14 Boltwood Avenue �  Amherst, MA �  01002 �  413-256-6754 
www.gracechurchamherst.org
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