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Christian Formation: The Perennial Pilgrimage 
 

Having Hilary Bogert-Winkler here reminds me of when I was a young “curate” at Christ Church, New 
Haven—my first position after I was ordained a deacon.  I remember being “formed” by a former Missouri 
Synod Lutheran who was “reformed” an anglo-catholic.   
          Christ Church was located on Broadway in that town of another college.  It was in many ways a dark 
and gloomy gothic building, with a tower reminiscent of the one at Magdalene College (pronounced 
Maudlin), Oxford.  My time there did indeed form me as a priest.  I learned to say and sing “the Mass” 
there, as they say.  The people at Christ Church are faithful, deeply committed to seeing the connection 
between the meal offered at the incense-shrouded High Altar and the more odiferous and moist air in the 
parish hall where over two hundred hungry souls a day were offered food, companionship, and social 
services. 
          Part of our work will be to give Hilary, the youngest deacon I know, the kind of formation she will 
need as she begins this long strange trip we call ordained ministry.   She joins Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, Ann 
Wood, Susan Schaeffer, and I, along with several scholars, teachers, and holy people who seek to be 
formed more and more into the image and life of Christ.  We all share in the work of Christian formation, 
being shaped into the likeness of the One who took on human form so that we might share more and more 
the divine life. 
          There is a new confirmation program offered by the church that is called “Confirm not Conform.”  
The premise is that youth already have a relationship with God in Christ that is living and true.  Our job is 
to elicit that living bond, to make it explicit and real, without dampening or drowning it with too much in-
formation.  The program asks greater involvement of mentors and more relationships with adults in the 
parish.  Research shows that in order for a young person to grow and remain committed to their church 
community, they need not to pass a test on the 39 Articles from the back pages of the Book of Common 

Prayer or even to know what’s at stake in the fili “who proceeds from the Father and the Son”.  What 
young people need in order to have their faith confirmed, indeed what you and I need, are healthy, 
supportive, challenging, and above all loving relationships with at least five adults who are not their 
parents.  That’s what’s been behind our desire to deepen our fellowship by offering opportunities for adults 
and youth to learn how to pray, meditate, serve, and just have plain old fun together.   
          What does Christian formation mean to you?  I wonder how you might respond to the question that 
sprang up in my heart when I passed the 8-year anniversary of being your rector last month—how has my 
time at Grace Church formed me, re-formed me, shaped me?  I can think of a few ways that I have been 
shaped since coming here.  In some ways I have been shaped very gently, as a piece of wet mud on a 
potter’s wheel.  In other ways, the shaping has felt more like Donne’s holy sonnet to the Trinity… “Batter 
my heart, three-personed God!”  I think I now cling less to ideologies, liturgical, theological, and political.  
I sense that I’ve been forced to take criticisms less personally, realizing that I have to die to the opinions of 
others in order to seek first the love and approval of Christ.  I’ve had to learn to listen more to the whole 
story of others in order to see more clearly the powerful ways that God’s Spirit has moved in their lives.  
I’ve had to realize that there is only one Good Shepherd, and I’m not he.  In too many ways I remain a 
slave to sin, and so I appreciate the Confession of Sin we’ve been using at the 10:30 service that names 
that, and calls on God to free me, again and again, week after week. 
          Back to Christ Church, New Haven,  for a moment. Embedded in the tile of the central aisle are 
words in Latin.  They begin at the immense font--where Willie was baptized--and they form a kind of 
ladder all the way up to the High Altar.  They are the same words found in the second letter ascribed to 
Peter.  For me they describe Christian Formation and Education as a kind of pilgrimage that we take every 



 
 
 
 

time we remember our baptism into Christ and  journey to “become what we receive” in the Body and 
Blood of  Holy Communion: 

For this reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with 
godliness, and godliness with mutual (brotherly and sisterly) affection, and mutual affection with 
love.  (2 Peter 1:5-7) 

 

One starts with faith, and ends with love.  And then of course, we start all over again.  Where are 
you on this path?  I can think of a few public figures these days who stumble a little with the self-

control step.  I’m often struck by how many people mistake me for someone good.  But let us 
continue to press on, as St. Paul says, “to what lies ahead, toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”   
Rob+ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Sunday School News
   

Sunday School for the 2009-2010 year has started.  
We have lots in store for the coming year!  

 

A few things of note: 
 

• Interested in helping out with Sunday School but not quite ready to commit to 
being a full-time teacher?  Substitute teaching may be for you!  Substitutes fill 
in for Sunday School teachers when illness or other things conflict with 
teaching on a given Sunday.  All that is required is a love for working with kids 
and a CORI check.  Please email Hilary (hbw@gracechurchamherst.org) or call 
her if you are interested in substitute teaching. 

 

• Liturgy in the Round--our 10:30 a.m. service in the Parish Hall especially for 
families with young children--will happen for the first time this fall on October 
11.  There is no Sunday School on that day. 

 

• The schedules sent out to all parents listed November 29 as a “no Sunday 
School” day.  However, we WILL be having Sunday School that Sunday—it will 
be a joint class where we will be talking about Advent and what it means.  We’ll 
remind you of this closer to time, but feel free to go ahead and change the 
information on your “children’s activities calendar.” 

 

• And as a final reminder, there is now a Sunday School class for 8th-12th graders 
that meets every Sunday morning during Sunday School time.  It meets in the 
downstairs chapel. 

 

It’s never too late to sign up for Sunday School!  If you have a child who may be 
interested but who hasn’t attended yet, feel free to join us. 

 

Eco-tip  Protect yourselves and your children by using vinegar and water or baking 

soda as cleaning agents. Mix a cup of vinegar with a gallon of water for cleaning 
windows, mirrors and glass. Baking soda is a good scrubbing agent for sinks and 

bathtubs. These agents are all non-toxic and work well.                                                       Greening Grace 
����



 
 
 
 

Vestry Highlights     � September 2009 
 

Melinda Reid reflected on the lines from The Letter of James 
about faith without works being nothing.  She and others tend 
to search for good works that are heroic or grand gestures.  She 
shared a poem by Wendell Berry and then said how such works 
can be quiet and persistent.  This keeps our faith alive. 
 

Rob introduced The Rev. Hilary Bogert-Winkler, a new Deacon joining the staff.  Rob 
already feels the energy that she is generating among the youth.  
 

Rob told of a new letter from AR Greene saying they lost 500K on the construction job.  
So, we are in a law suit. All agreed that we owe Donny Allison immense gratitude for 
handling this up to now.  Construction law is not his field.   
 

The Diocesan Chancellor, Chip Doherty, has been consulted and a lawyer in his law 
firm specializes in construction law.  All felt that Jeff Poindexter ought to be retained.   
 

Letter to Bishop Scruton from Vestries of St. John’s, Northampton, and Grace, 
Amherst:  the St. J’s  Rector received the letter from Bp. Scruton asking all his priests 
to wait to conduct blessings of same gender unions (which are marriages in 
Massachusetts) until there has been research and more discussion.  This despite 
General Convention 2009 having voted that such blessings could go ahead.  The 
Rector and Vestry of St. J’s talked at length.  That Vestry has drafted a respectful letter 
and invited the Grace Vestry to sign it.   It is not from the clergy. 
  

Horace Boyer died in July.  On Saturday, Oct. 10th at 1:00, there will be a service at 
Grace including people from other churches with which he was affiliated in Amherst.  
The reception will be at the University.    
 

An Interfaith group in the Pioneer Valley is exploring whether we can bring two 
detainees from Guantanamo to live in this area.  Whether it happens or not, these two 
men will know of our support.   
 

The feedback from having one service in August was good.  Maybe July and August 
2010? 
 

Senior Warden’s Report - St. Michael’s Picnic. Tom D is working on all the logistics 
since the town anniversary parade follows. 
 

Junior Warden’s Report –Kathy reported on what’s been done: 
• We have had 6 work days  
• Interior of Old Rectory painted (thanks, in large part, to Bob and Janine Kelly)  
• Old Rectory kitchen cleaned and painted  
• Old bathroom upstairs in Old Rectory is now long-term storage for our 

bookkeeper, Jane Andresen 
• Jane’s office was painted, the rug removed and the hardwood floor refinished  
• New radiator in Hilary Bogert-Winkler’s office 
• The donated bike rack installed  
• Yards and yards of donated mulch spread  
• Columbarium cleaned up and a new garden planted  
• Compost bins installed (thanks to Lyle Denit for their construction) 
• Parish Hall kitchen professionally cleaned  
• Lead abatement done around large window of Parish Hall, window frame painted  
• Second delivery of memorial bricks installed in the cloister  
 
 



 
 
 
 

• New trash cans in bathrooms  
• Chapel cleaned up  
• Chapel Sacristy cleaned out, painted and now in use  
• Choir, Atrium, Nursery, library, vesting area, and St. Nicholas Bazaar storage 

were all relocated  
To Do List: 

• Figure out how to utilize our spaces for independent use:  Contracts, 
Advertising, Oversight  

• New floor and ceiling in Parish Hall kitchen  
• New floor in the Old Rectory kitchen  
• Remove rug in hallway of the Old Rectory and sand floors  
• Remove rug and sand floor in work room – room across from Annie’s office 
• Remove rug and finish floor in Rob’s office  
• Electric door opener for the Connector outside door  
• De-lead the exterior of the Old Rectory  
• New windows in the Old Rectory  
• Spruce up porch and front door of the Old Rectory and The Parke House  
 

Treasurer’s Report – DeAnne Riddle headed the committee that did the audit.  Moving 
our Assets to the Trustees of the Diocese – in process 
 

We are on track financially even though the open plate collections are way down.   Cost 
of supplies for the Sexton has doubled. 
 

The meeting closed in prayer.                                                     Ann S. Lowell, Clerk 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Trading Places 
 
On Sunday, October 11th Grace Church and St. 
John’s, Northampton will have a “pulpit 
exchange.”  (Actually, it will be a preacher 
exchange since our pulpit is really just a plywood 
box turned upside down, and it wouldn’t look 
very nice over at St. John’s.) As a sign of 
renewed collegiality within our Deanery, Rob 
will preach the first sermon of the “stewardship” 
season in Northampton, and we will welcome the  
 
 

 
Rev. Catherine “Cat” Munz here for both of the 
morning services.  Already the Vestries of both 
churches have collaborated on a letter to our 
Bishop on the subject of blessing of same-gender 
marriages in Amherst and Northampton, and we 
have been discussing ways to work together in 
our ministry with Youth and in our Outreach to 
St. Matthew’s in Haiti.  It’s a happy thing when 
brothers and sisters in Christ can share the work 
in God’s vineyard. 
 

 

On The Road 
 

Please hold Rob in your prayers as he prepares to join about 20 other pastors and priests from 

around the country in a pilgrimage to follow the footsteps of Jesus in the regions of Galilee, 

Jerusalem, and Bethlehem from October 13-27.  He was invited to join this pilgrimage, make 

possible by the School of Theology at Sewanee and a generous donation from the Cousin 

Family Foundation of Atlanta. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Gen Y-oung Adults 
 

Do you consider yourself a member of Gen Y (1977ish-1991ish)? 
Are you looking for a group of young adults who also care about faith?  

 
If so, PLEASE introduce yourself to Hilary 
Bogert-Winkler!  We’re thinking of starting 
a young adult group here at Grace Church 
for all of those Gen Y-ers trying to find a 
faith home.  You can be a student, or 
working, or just hanging out, or any combo 
of the three—it doesn’t matter.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
We’re just trying to get a sense of the 
interest level at this point, and hopefully 
we’ll be able to get something together soon 
for the Gen Y folks in the community. Feel 
free to call (413.256.6754 x105) or email 
(hbw@gracechurchamherst.org) Hilary and 
let her know you’d like to be a part of the 
group. 

 
 
 

 

Grace Youth in Community   
GYC for short   

is getting up and running 
 

Grace Youth in Community (GYC) has hit the 
ground running this fall!  October will see more 
great things to come for the youth of the parish.  
Sunday School Awesomeness continues every 
Sunday from 9:30-10:30.  We’re also planning to 
help at Not Bread Alone (date TBA) and to top it all 
off, we’ll be having a trick-or-treating marathon 
followed by a campout at the Hirschfeld’s house on 
October 31st.  Anyone in grades 8-12 is welcome to 
hang with us on Sunday mornings and come to 
youth group events throughout the year.  Also, feel 
free to bring your friends!  You don’t have to be a 
member of Grace to come to GYC.    
 

Feel free to check out our blog: 
www.graceyouthincommunity.blogspot.com. 

 
This little corner of the internet includes reflections 
from Hilary as well as announcements about 
upcoming youth group events. 
 
Anyone interested in helping out with GYC should 
contact Hilary at hbw@gracechurchamherst.org or 
stop by and see her during coffee hour.  She’d love 
to speak with you about the opportunities for 
volunteering with the youth at Grace! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
                   You are about to start another 365-day journey around the sun. Enjoy the trip.

 

1 Suzannah Muspratt 

2 Thomas Williams 

 Betsy Mathews 

Melissa Freitag 

3 Cathy Melhorn 

Noah Zobel 

4 Fred Perry 

 Bobby Hyers 

5 Lewis Goodwin 

Cornelia Sullivan 

Beaty Blain 

6 Elizabeth Duda 

 

 

 

 

7 Grant Kelly 

8 Janice Denton 

John Stifler 

10 Jane Buckloh 

12 Kyle Sullivan 

 Sophie Williams 

15 Catherine Peterson 

16 Susan Hoyt 

17 James Jackson 

18 Kurt Hertzfeld 

 Margo McMahon 

 Paul Gasper 

 

 

 

 

19 Loyd Craighill, Jr. 

22 Gillian Duda 

24 Margaret Bullitt-  

            Jonas    

26 Carol Dick 

 Cindy Mathews 

Sarah Grace  

   Spurgin             

 Jacob Balderstein 

27 Janine Kelly 

28 Evan Perry 

30  Lucas McCallum 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Special Events October  2009  

            
Thursday, Oct. 1 9:30 a.m. Learning in Retirement--Writing your Autobiography.  Zina Tillona is 

teaching this course which meets on Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; Nov. 5, 12, 19; and Dec. 3, 10 
in the Connector.  The contact is Callie Orscak 585-3756 at The Five College-Learning in 
Retirement Office. – Connector  

 
Friday, Oct. 2 12:00 a.m. Karuna Center for Peacebuilding-brown-bag luncheon.  Cycles of 

Revenge and Reconciliation: An interactive experience of a Karuna Center method for 
conflict prevention and community healing.  - Connector 

 
Saturday, Oct. 3 9:00 a.m. Plant Sale. – On the lawn in front of the Church  
 

9:00 a.m. Saturday Quiet Day - “The Sacred Universe” led by the Rev. Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas.  On the eve of the Feast Day of St. Francis, we will pray with passages by 
Thomas Berry (1914-2009), the Roman Catholic priest and self-proclaimed “geologian” 
whose insights into the human place in the cosmos have made an extraordinary 
contribution to the contemporary understanding of religion and ecology. As always, the 
morning will include plenty of time for silence, prayer, and sharing.  –  Parish Hall 

 
Sunday, Oct. 4 12:00 p.m. Workshop for International Day of Climate Action.  Help us to make 350 

big maple leaves in preparation for the 350.org Climate Action (Oct. 24). – Parish Hall 
  

4:00 p.m.  Blessing of the Animals – Town Common 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 7 12:00 p.m. Shawl and Bead Ministry – Lunch is provided today. - Connector  

 
6:30 p.m. Adult Ed. “Simpler Living, Compassionate Life,” led by the Rev. Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas and Jane Beebe.  Over the course of four evenings, we will create a 
community of support as we reflect on possible connections between simplicity and 
Christian faith, simplicity and consumption, and simplicity and contemplation.  
Participants are asked to obtain a copy of Simpler Living, Compassionate Life, by 
Michael Schut (Living the Good News/Morehouse), available in the office for 
$15.00, and to set aside 30-60 minutes before each meeting in order to finish the 
readings. Books will be available for sale in the church office.  Tonight: “Story-
Telling: Listening to Our Lives” Before this session, please read “Overview,” p. 
11; “Introduction to The Sacred Journey,” p. 19; and “The Good Life and the 
Abundant Life,” p. 23. (There is a light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed at 
6:00; please bring food or drink as you are able.) – Parish Hall 

 
 
 

Saturday, Oct. 10 10:30 a.m. Not Bread Alone – First Congregational Church 
 
   1:00 p.m. Memorial Service for Dr. Horace Boyer – Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Sunday, Oct. 11 No Sunday School Today 
 
   10:30 a.m. Liturgy in The Round with Introit by the Angel Choir – Parish Hall 
 

11:45 a.m. (After the 10:30 a.m. service.)  Sunday Forum “Leading kids into prayer 
through the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd,” led by Louise Lavine.  The Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd, a program used by our Sunday School, encourages children’s love of 
God through hands-on play, meditations on Jesus' life and parables, and altar preparation.  
Each meeting in the “atrium” -- a room prepared for the children -- culminates in a period 
of prayer in which the children participate fully.  Please come and learn more about this 
program for our children.  Louise Lavine received training in Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd in Minnesota and North Carolina. She led Atriums for twelve years at St. 

Philip's Church (Durham NC) and now leads our program at Grace Church. -  Parish 
Hall 

 
   12:00 p.m. Episcopal Peace Fellowship meeting. – Parker Room  
 
   1:00 p.m. Workshop for International Day of Climate Action. – Parish Hall 
 
   3:00 p.m. Concert with Guitar Duo - Church 
 
Monday, Oct. 12 Rob in Holy Land until Oct. 28th 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 7:00 p.m. Vestry meeting. – Connector 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 12:00 p.m. Shawl and Bead Ministry – Bring your lunch. - Connector  

 
6:30 p.m. Adult Ed. “Simpler Living, Compassionate Life,” led by the Rev. Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas and Jane Beebe continues tonight. (Please see Oct. 7 for overview of the 
series). Tonight: “Theology for the Practice of Simplicity.”  Before this session, 
please read “Creation’s Care and Keeping,” p. 175; and “The Discipline of 
Simplicity,” p. 180. (There is a light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; please 
bring food or drink as you are able.) 
 

Thursday, Oct. 15 7:30 Talk by Peter Swift, Executive Director of the Southeast Asia Development 
Program, will give a talk about his work in Cambodia. - Parish hall.   

 
Saturday, Oct. 17 9:00 a.m. Clean Up Day.  Come for the morning or just an hour.  
 
Sunday, Oct. 18 4:30 p.m. Poto Mitan:  Haitian Women, Pillars of the Global Economy.  This film is 

by Tèt Ansanm Productions with Narration by Edwidge Danticat, and sponsored by the 
Outreach Commission-Haiti Committee. – Parish Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 21 6:30 p.m. Adult Ed. “Simpler Living, Compassionate Life,” led by the Rev. Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas and Jane Beebe continues tonight. (Please see Oct. 7 for overview of the 
series). Tonight:  “Time as Commodity, Time as Sacred.” Before this session, please read 
“Excerpt from The Overworked American,” p. 33; “The Spirituality of Everyday Life,”  
p. 37, and “Entering the Emptiness,” p. 41. (There is a light pot-luck supper preceding 
Adult Ed at 6:00; please bring food or drink as you are able.) 

 
Saturday, Oct. 24 11:00 a.m. International Day of Climate Action 

Please join us for a special event on the Town Common as we urge 
world leaders to set us on a course to reduce the atmospheric level 
of carbon dioxide to 350 parts per million, the safe level for 
humanity. 

 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 6:30 p.m. Adult Ed. “Simpler Living, Compassionate Life,” 

led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas and Jane Beebe continues 
tonight. (Please see Oct. 7 for overview of the series). Tonight:  “Your 
Money or Your Life: The Place of Money in Modern Life.” Before this session, 
please read “Spending Money as if Life Really Mattered,” p. 59; and “Money,” p. 67. 
(There is a light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed at 6:00;    please bring food or drink 
as you are able.) – Parish Hall 

 
Saturday, Oct. 31 7:30 p.m.-Trick or Treat Marathon – Hirschfeld Residence 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Services at Grace Chruch 
 

Sunday:    8:00  A.M. Holy Eucharist 
10:30  A.M. Holy Eucharist (Choral) 
  6:00  P.M.    Contemplative Eucharist 

                         
Wednesday:   12:10 P.M. Holy Eucharist (Rite I)  
                                                   With Healing Prayer  

    
  Monday - Friday:     5:30 P.M.  Evening Prayer 
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