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“What is essential is invisible to the eye,” 
 

…said the fox to the Little Prince in Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery’s classic book, The Little 
Prince.  We cannot actually “see” a bond 
between loved ones.  We cannot see the link 
between our selves--our souls and bodies, and 
our God.  Nonetheless, we know these 
relationships are living and true.  As St. Paul 
asserts in the passage we often read at requiems 
and memorial services:   
 

� othing can separate us from the love of God. 
 

Every year, on All Souls’ Day, we proclaim the 
truth of what is invisible to the eye -- the truth 
that God is raising us, and our loved ones, from 
the dead in Christ Jesus.  We read the names of 
those who have gone before us, and now 
worship God on that other shore where souls, 
too numerous to count, await us to join them.   

It is our solemn and hopeful custom to invite 
you to add the names of those whom you wish 
to be remembered (literally, “re-membered”) in 
our celebration of a Requiem Eucharist on All 
Souls’ night, Monday, November 2 at 7 pm. 
The book of names that has been included in 
the past will be placed in the back of the 
Church.  Feel free to add others, and their 
names will be read aloud at that service.  One 
can think of the All Souls’ Requiem as an 
extension of our Easter Celebration of the 
Resurrection, but offered at a time of year when 
we encounter the dying of sunlight.  
 

“For even at the grave we make our song: 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 
Yours in the Risen Christ, 
Rob+

�

Come on In, the Water's Fine! 
 

In the Gospels, Jesus often 
asks people: "What do you 
want?"  In the Church, we 
answer: "Life in Christ."  For 
some people, Christ's 
indwelling comes as a 
sudden, intense awakening.  
For most, life in Christ is a 
long and gradual process, a 
journey of becoming.  
Whether the Holy Spirit 
jump-starts our spiritual lives 
or leads us into that life 
gradually, the fullness of life 
in Christ requires that, when 
Christ says, "I am calling you 
specifically.  Will you enter 
into my life and join me in 
my redeeming work?," we 
respond by saying, "Yes.  I 
will, with God's help." 

For those of you who have a 
desire to say "yes" to Christ's 
call, to get off the shoreline 
and come into the water, we 
offer each year a structured 
way for you to explore and 
deepen your own religious 
experience, through the 
Inquirer's program for adult 
Christian formation.  
Beginning in just a few 
weeks, Rob, our Rector, and I 
will offer a series which will 
run, essentially, from Advent 
(December) through 
Eastertide (May).  Wherever 
you are on your journey, you 
are invited to join this small 
group of fellow seekers, 
questioners, and explorers.  
By May, some participants 

may wish to join the 
Episcopal Church officially 
(Confirmation or Reception) 
while others may wish to 
renew and refresh their faith 
commitment after a time 
away (Reaffirmation). 
 
Interested?  Questions?  Let 
us know: The Rev. Rob 
Hirschfeld, 
arh@gracechurchamherst.org 
or tel 256-6754, x108  
The Rev. Susan Schaeffer, 
ses@gracechurchamherst.org 
or tel. 586-9955.   
 
We look forward to hearing 
from you. -- Susan 



 
 

The Interfaith Cot Shelter  
for the Homeless 

~ Opens November 1st ~ 
 

We at Grace prepare a meal for the Shelter in 
Northampton (43 Center Street), once a month, 
November through April, for the 20 guests and 
five volunteers.  There are several ways you can 
volunteer:  You could make a part of a meal, 
such as a salad, a main dish, or a dessert to be 
taken in by another volunteer who would serve 
at the Shelter during dinner time, about 5:45 to 

7:30.  Or you could be a server at the shelter during that time, or you could do both as many do.  We 
hope to gather a different team for each of the six monthly dates, sharing the joy of service as broadly 
as possible.   Please consider joining one of the teams. The dates for us this year are as follows: 
November 12; December 10; January 14; February 11; March 11; and April 8.  For more information or 
to join a team, talk to Bob Hawley or Mary McCarthy (253-3582), or Brendan Sullivan (256-4667). 
 

Another way to live into the mission of Grace Church 
 

This article follows up on Rob’s moving 
column in the September issue of Grace Notes 
where he shared with us the interfaith clergy 
support for the work of the No More 
Guantanamos coalition and its efforts to help 
President Obama make good on his pledge to 
release innocent detainees from Guantanamo.   
 

A group of us in the Valley 
are committed to making 
known the stories of some of 
these falsely accused men 
and to supporting legislation 
that will offer safe resettle-
ment to some, both here and 
in other locations around the 
country. 
 

There are pamphlets 
available at the back of the church that give the 
background and a photo of the two men we 
hope to bring to the Valley. We are working 
with their pro bono lawyers, we have sent them 
letters of greeting, and we have notified our 
Congressional representatives that we are 
beginning this dialogue. 
 

It is critical to remember that such detainees are 
not “terrorists”; they have never committed 

hostile acts against the U.S.  Rather, they are 
men who were in the wrong place at the wrong 
time and were swept up and sold for bounty to 
the U.S. military.  In our name they have been 
unjustly imprisoned for seven years.  As such, 
we feel, they are entitled to justice and we are 
called to offer them hospitality and a fresh start. 
The Pioneer Valley and Grace Church have a 

long tradition of welcoming 
asylum seekers from many 
lands.  There are many 
resources here and many who 
want to help. 
 

Those who live in Amherst 
are encouraged to generate 
support, especially among 
Town Meeting members for 
Petition 14 on the Special 

Town Meeting Warrant this fall entitled 
“Resolution to Assist in the Safe Resettlement 
of Cleared Guantanamo Detainees.” If you have 
questions about the petition, please contact the 
petitioner, Ruth Hooke.  If you have other 
questions or concerns about this ministry, 
contact Mary McCarthy or Bob Hawley or go 
to the website www.nogitmos.org.        
                                 
 Ruth Hooke and Mary McCarthy 

 



 
More from the Grace Church Peace Fellowship 

 
The Peace Fellowship is sponsoring three timely events in November. Each offers thoughtful 
perspectives on very current events.  Bring friends and family; all are welcome.  The first two are at 
Grace and the third event is at Edwards Church in Northampton. 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st, 4 pm in the CONNECTOR:  Two 
local peace activists Paki Wieland and Ellen Graves will share 
pictures and stories of their dramatic two month encampment at the 
Rafah (Egypt) border with Gaza.  Along with citizens of several 
other countries, they were protesting the continuing Siege of Gaza, 
which prohibits people and much-needed goods from entering or 
leaving Gaza. 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8th, 1:00 pm in the PARISH HALL (a 
light lunch will be available about 12:30 pm, just before the talk):  

Rabbi Arik Ascherman, Executive Director of Rabbis for Human Rights-Israel, will speak about 
“Defending Israeli and Palestinian Human Rights:  The Work of Rabbis for Human Rights.” His 
educational staff teaches Jewish ethical values of equality and compassion for all people regardless of 
religion or ethnicity. His work includes helping Palestinian farmers access their fields, protecting the 
homes of Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem—at times standing before bulldozers, and working for 
economic justice for unemployed and needy Israelis. 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19th, 7:00 pm at EDWARDS CHURCH, MAIN ST, NORTHAMPTON: 
A major public forum featuring actors telling the stories of the two detainees we hope to bring to the 
valley and a speech by pro bono Attorney Zachary Katznelson who represents detainee Ahmed 
Belbacha and has been to Guantanamo several times.  
 
 

 

Grace Church on Parade 
Helps Celebrate Amherst’s 250th Anniversary 

 
A hardy band of about 30 Grace 
Church parishioners formed a 
contingent in the parade celebrating 
Amherst’s 250th anniversary. The day 
was chilly and gray, but the rain 
stopped for the duration of our stroll. 
 

Our bagpiper led our crew; he was 
followed by two Grace Church 
banners, a unicyclist, St. Nicholas, 
babies, kids, young people, middle-
aged people, older people, a therapy 
dog, several more banners, people in 
hard hats, people in cowboy hats, 
people with no hats, and a dancing 
girl in pink. Happiness was rampant.  
                               Nancy Lowry 
 
                                                                  

 



 
The Food Basket Procession

 
Every Sunday at the offertory of the 10:30 service, a small child with a cross leads a bunch of children 
struggling to carry a basket full of food gifts down the aisle to place in front of the altar, where it will 
remain for the rest of the service. The cans and boxes 
of food will be picked up during the week and taken 
to the Survival Center.  
 

Both the cross and the basket were made by 
parishioners. The cross was made by Janet Moore in 
2008.  Did you notice the helical form of the tree 
limb that Janet chose for the upright of the cross 
when the procession of children passes by? These 
young crucifers are learning the first steps towards 
being an acolyte when they carry this cross: they 
carry it straight with hands apart, and they leave a 
space behind themselves and the ushers.  
 

The basket was made by Annie Cheatham, who attended a week-long basket school in West Virginia 
for nine summers. During the class of 1995, she went with an instructor to locate a white oak tree of the 
right size, 8 – 12’ in diameter. They cut it down and took it back to the school where they pulled the 
tree apart into strips for weaving. After the basket was woven, it sat in the sun for a day to dry and  
shrink into its final size. Then Annie added the rim and the handles, which were also carved out of  
white oak. The original basket had only two handles, but since every child wanted to hold a handle for  
the trip down the aisle, Annie took the basket back to West Virginia the next summer. She “removed 
the rim and all the lashing, carved enough handles to cover the rim [eight in all], then relashed it back 
together.” 
 

Both the cross and the food basket are wonderful gifts made and donated by parishioners for use by the 
children of Grace Church and for the benefit of the wider community.                               Nancy Lowry 
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In November, we’ll be doing our first service 
project with Not Bread Alone.  Check out the 
schedule below, and keep your ears open for 
more details.  Remember, youth group is for 
anyone in grades 8-12   
 

 
Feel free to bring friends!  Also, this schedule is 
subject to change (I’ve got another idea for 
something on November 29th) so keep a close 
watch on the parish announcements for 
updates! 

                                October 31:        7:00-??? Trick or Treat and campout at the  
Hirschfeld House 

November 1:      9:30-10:15     Sunday School Awesomeness  
November 8: 9:30-10:15 Sunday School Awesomeness 
November 14:    11:00-1:30     Serve at Not Bread Alone 
November 15: 9:30-10:15 Sunday School Awesomeness 
November 22:    9:30-10:15   Sunday School Awesomeness 
   12:15-1:15   Confirm not Conform Info Session (see below) 
November 29:    9:30-10:15   Sunday School meets in the parish hall today! 
December 5:    (time TBA)     St. Nicholas Bazaar (help with kids! time TBA) 
 
 

 

 

Confirmation Info Session 
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Vestry Highlights ~ Oct. 13, 2009 
 

Louise Lavine offered a prayer from Prayers for Catechists, and Tom Dougherty presided in the Rector’s 
absence – Rob is on pilgrimage in the Holy Land.  
 

Kathy Glime-LaMotte, the Junior Warden, introduced three members of the Garden Committee who gave a well 
organized, clear presentation. George Goodwin told what they have recently accomplished.  We learned what 
kinds of trees have been offered to us and information about each from Sherry Wilson, and Dave Williams asked 
the Vestry to consider planting a katsura grown from a cutting from the old tree close to where the original had 
been. 
 

DeAnne Riddle was introduced as the new Assistant Treasurer.  Much gratitude was expressed to her.  She spoke 
about the work she will be doing and reported that finances are in good shape at the moment. 
 

Recommendations to the Vestry by last year’s audit committee will be implemented.  Many already set in 
motion.  Louise Lavine and Janine Kelly offered to do the foot work in creating a complete inventory of all items 
in our buildings. 
 

Doug Adler reported that he has agreed to step back into running the Stewardship Campaign, with Steve 
McKelvey.  Pledge cards will go out in November.  Bob Kelly, who has had to step down, will remain involved.   
 

Diana Spurgin has agreed to chair the Parish Life Commission – three cheers.                Ann S. Lowell, Clerk. 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 All of the images and graphics in Grace Notes look much better in color.  You can see Grace Notes in 
color via our website anytime, and if you would like a hard copy to refer to, you can print it out at home.  If this 
method works for you, please consider changing from snail mail to email.   Then when I upload our newsletter to 
the web, I will send you a note.  Thanks, Annie H. ~ annie@gracechurchamherst.org 
 

Images from October  
Thanks to Nancy, Chris and Reynolds. 
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Sunday, Nov. 1 All Saints Sunday 
 

4:00 p.m. “Witness with the People of Gaza,” Paki Wieland and Ellen Graves will share 
pictures and stories from their dramatic two month encampment at the Rafah (Egypt) 
border with Gaza.  Along with citizens of several other countries, they were protesting the 
continuing Siege of Gaza, which prohibits people and much-needed goods from entering 
or leaving Gaza. Please join us to witness the stories of courage in the face of obstacles to 
human dignity and freedom on Sunday, Nov. 1 at 4:00 pm in the Parish Hall. 
 
Daylight Saving Time ends; tomorrow we revert to Standard time.   
Remember to turn your clock back one hour before you go to bed 
tonight.  

 



 
 
 
 
Monday, Nov. 2 Sign up now for the Adult Ed. class on Nov. 18th.  E-mail Deacon Ann 

deaconapw@gracechurchamherst.org. (See the Nov. 18th entry for details.)  
 

7:00 p.m. Requiem Eucharist, All Souls Evening – Church 
I am the resurrection 
and the life. 
Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, 
will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die. –John 11:25-26 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 4 12:00 p.m. Shawl Ministry , lunch will be provided. – Connector 
 

6:30 p.m. Adult Ed. “Communication and Conflict: How to Give Feedback” led by 
Dr. Robert A. Jonas “How do I tell my boss that his complaining drives me crazy?” “How 
come my teenager (mother, spouse) never listens to me?”  “I want to give her some 
negative feedback, but I don’t think she can handle it.”  “I never say a word, and then I 
just blow.”  Living happily in a family, work, or parish community depends on effective 
communication.   In these two evenings of presentation and practice, we will discuss how  
to listen, how to practice “right speech” and “speak the truth in love,” and how to express  
anger while remaining connected with the other person.  There is a light pot-luck supper 
preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; please bring food or drink as you are able. Please tell the Rev. 
Margaret Bullitt-Jonas if you would like childcare.– Parish Hall 

 
Friday, Nov. 6 12:30 p.m. Friends of Karuna Center Brown Bag Lunch. Tea, coffee, and chocolate 

will be provided.  Our speakers, Ruth Hooke and Norma Akamatsu will present ‘No more 
Guantanamos: A community & national project reaching out to detainees’ – Connector 

 
Saturday, Nov. 7 9:00 a.m. Saturday Quiet Day, “Space for the Soul” led by the Rev. Margaret  

Bullitt-Jonas.  Through guided meditation, prayerful reflection on selected passages of 
Scripture, and free time in solitude for prayer and journal-writing, we will listen for the 
voice of God that is always speaking in our depths.  “For God alone my soul in silence 
waits” (Psalm 62:5). – Parish Hall 
 

Sunday, Nov. 8 10:30 a.m. Liturgy in the Round , A service for children and their families.   
The Introit will be sung by the Angel Choir – Parish Hall 

 

   11:45 a.m. (after the 10:30 a.m. service),  
Feeling stressed as you anticipate the materialism and 
busyness of “The Holidays”? Come watch a short, 
funny video, “The Story of Stuff,” and learn how 
several parishioners plan to make this year’s Christmas 
more eco-friendly and more fun, less frantic, and more about savoring relationships with 
family, friends, and God than about piling up stuff. – Parish Hall  
 

 1:00 p.m.  Rabbi Arik Ascherman, Executive Director of Rabbis for Human Rights-
Israel, will speak about “Defending Israeli and Palestinian Human Rights:  The Work of 
Rabbis for Human Rights.” His educational staff teaches Jewish ethical values of equality 
and compassion for all people regardless of religion or ethnicity. His work includes 
helping Palestinian farmers access their fields, protecting the homes of Palestinian 
residents of East Jerusalem—at times standing before bulldozers, and working for 
economic justice for unemployed and needy Israelis. Refreshments will be served. – 
Parish Hall 



 
 
 
 
Wednesday, Nov.11 Veteran’s Day 
 

12:00 p.m. Shawl Ministry , please bring your own lunch today. – Connector 
 

6:30 p.m. Adult Ed . “Communication and Conflict: How to Give Feedback” led by Dr. 
Robert A. Jonas.  Please see the entry for Nov. 4th for the details of this session. There is a 
light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed. at 6:00; please bring food or drink as you are 
able. – Parish Hall 

 

Saturday, Nov. 14 10:30 a.m. Grace Church 
Parishioners volunteer. – 
First Church 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 p.m. Memorial Service for Charlotte Turgeon. – Church 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 6:30 p.m. Adult Ed. “Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts,”  led by the Rev. Ann Wood  

One of the blessings of being a member of a “pilgrim community” is sharing our spiritual 
gifts with each other along the way.  Many of us are unaware of our own gifts, although 
we may recognize them in others.  This evening we will attempt to identify our spiritual 
gifts by using some recognized tools for personal reflection.  We encourage signing up 
two weeks in advance, so that we can provide the necessary materials.  There is a light 
pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed. at 6:00; please bring food or drink as you are able. – 
Parish Hall 

 
Saturday, Nov. 21 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Clean Up Day all around the Church, Parke House and Old 

Rectory.  Please join us for even half an hour to help maintain and spruce up our property. 
 
Thursday, Nov. 26  Thanksgiving Day  
 
Saturday, Nov. 28 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Advent Preparation Day, sponsored by the Altar Guild, Please join 

us as we prepare for the Season of Advent - Church 
 
 

 
 

A peek into December… 
 

A New Adult Ed Series begins on Dec. 2 -- “Praying through Advent with Hebrew Scripture” led by Bill 
Holladay.  Drawing upon his extensive background in the study and teaching of Hebrew Scripture, Bill Holladay 
will help us pray with the prophets Jeremiah, Baruch, Zephaniah and Micah. We will focus on  
the texts assigned by the lectionary for the Sundays in Advent as we prepare our hearts and souls for the  
birth of the Messiah at Christmas.  December 2, 9, 16 
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