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            Please Note, due to a  

baptism on January 10th, Liturgy in the Round will take place on January 24th  
at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. 
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If you would like your end-of-year donations to count as a 2009 tax deduction, checks 
must be dated 2009 and received no later than Jan 4, 2010.  Anything received after 
that date will count towards your 2010 deductions.  Pledges for 2009 may still be paid 
after this date!  They will just be recorded as received in 2010.
 
                                                    Jane Andresen, Bookkeeper 
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http://www.gracechurchamherst.org/christian-formation/documents/Seeking%20Peace%20Bro%20spring%202010%20%282%29.pdf 

 
�

�



 
 
 
 

�
������ �����	�� 
�	�
���� �

�  � ��������	
��
��� ��		
���������

� ��
��������
� �������	
�� �
� ��������	
��
� ������
����	� �
�� ������ !��
� ��"�	��������	�
#� $�	��������
� ��	����%���
&� �������'�����
(� ����������������
)� *��
	����
"���
+� ���,�-����
�
�

�
�.� ��������������
� �����
���������
� �����
��
����
� ������
!���
�"��
��� ��������/
���
� 0����/�����
��� ��!���
��
����
�#� ��	����
��������

��������'�
��
��

�*���-�

�)� ����
�� ����	��
�+� ���
�/�������
� ����	���
"���
� ��	����
���������
�

�
�1� �����2�	���
��� �����/���-
	�
� 0����	
���3��
����
�#� ����
�����%���
�&� ��������
�	�
�(� '����
��$��������
�4� ��������0
�-�	"���
� ��
����
�����
�+� 3��������	�
����
� ��	
����
	��	�
�1� 0�	��������
#.� ����	����	"�
#�� $���3�
���
� /���"
��3��-	�
� ����	����������

 
 

������������� ���������������� ���
 

Save a Tree.  Reduce or eliminate paper  
towels by setting aside a few cloth towels,  
napkins, or cut up old t-shirts.  They are  
great for wiping up spills, then wash  
and reuse.                                  Greening Grace 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Vestry Highlights~December 8, 2009 
 
 

Don Buckloh began with a reading of the Celtic 
prayer – Deep Peace to You. 
 

Co Chairs of Outreach, Annie Scarff and Chris 
Hoffmann gave an overview of the committee’s 
thinking about the importance of 
financially supporting the local 
organizations where parishioners 
work – Not Bread Alone, Amherst 
Survival Center, and Interfaith Cot 
Shelter.  The Vestry endorsed the 
committee’s decision to send the 
Christmas offering to those three 
local groups and, on the global 
stage, to Oxfam, Haiti, and Five 
Talents. 

 
 

The ad hoc committee of the 
Vestry investigating the possibility 
of a Vestry overnight reported on a 
possible place the cost of which is a miniscule part 
of the parish budget.  Individual Vestry members 
could make donations to offset the cost.  Dates when 
all could go will be looked at.  The Rev. Randy 
Wilburn has agreed to lead the retreat.  Randy is an 
experienced Lutheran pastor and trained consultant 
in congregational develop-ment and leadership.  We 
need to discuss a continuing vision for Grace 
Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rector reminded all to recruit new Vestry 
members.  
 

Joan Rising Memorial Service on Jan 9th at 11 AM - 
followed by a reception in the Parish Hall. 

 

Hilary Bogert-Winker – 
ordination to the priesthood 
on Jan 16th by Bishop Gulick 
of Kentucky.  Reception in 
the Parish Hall.   
 

The Junior Warden reported 
about the teens from Mass 
Pirg who came Sunday, at 
their own expense and with 
materials, to seal windows in 
the Old Rectory.  In January 
they hope to come again and 
help with other greening 

projects.  
 

The Treasurer reported that the St. Nicholas Bazaar 
had raised $9500 – about $500 in expenses is 
expected.  Last Sunday, we received pledges for 
2010 from 64% of the parish.  It is important that 
everyone pledge something - whatever they can.  
Budget committee will now draw up the 2010 
budget.                                   Ann S. Lowell, Vestry Clerk  
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Saturday, January 2 9:00 a.m. Saturday Quiet Day “A New Creation: Henri Nouwen’s Vision for 
Planet Earth” led by Dr. Robert A. Jonas.  Our first Quiet Day of the New Year 
will explore Henri Nouwen’s vision of a new Creation.  Nouwen is well known 
for exploring Jesus’ message that we are beloved of God, a message that can 
transform our psyches, personal relationships, and communities.  Less well 
known are Nouwen’s reflections on how God’s love transforms our relationship 
with the world of Nature. Drawing on his close friendship with Nouwen, his 
research for two books on Nouwen, and his environmental work in western 
Massachusetts, Robert A. Jonas will explore “the Body of Christ” as a Trinitarian 
archetype for planetary healing. His lecture will include music and video, and the 
retreat will offer time for prayer, silence, and conversation. Suggested donation: 
$15 – Parish Hall 

 

Wednesday, January 6 6:00 p.m. The Feast of the Epiphany.   
                 Holy Eucharist  

   

Saturday, January 9                  10:30 a.m. Join other Grace Church Parishioners at  
Not Bread Alone anytime between 10:30 a.m.  and 2:30 p.m. – First Church 

  

 11:00 a.m. Requiem for Joan Rising--A reception will follow the service – 
Parish Hall 

 

Sunday, January 10                 9:00 a.m. Vestry Info. Session – Connector 
 

11:30 a.m. Vestry Info. Session – Connector 
 

12:00 p.m. Episcopal Peace Fellowship – Connector 
 

12:00 p.m. “Come and See” session for those interested in joining Grace 
Church, or learning more about the Christian faith and the Episcopal Church. An 
Inquirers' Course will begin in February.  Today the Rev. Susan Schaeffer and 
the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld will be available to answer questions about the content 
of the class.  - Connector 

 

Tuesday, January 12                7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting – Connector  

 

Wednesday, January 13 12:00 p.m. Shawl Ministry , lunch will be provided today.  Please join us and 
help replenish our shawl and prayer-bead supply. – Connector  
 

6:30 p.m. Adult Education “This I Believe/This We Believe” led by the Rev. 
Rob Hirschfeld and Shawn Adams. The heart of this course will be narrative 
theology, which uses stories to explore personal assertions about God. We will 
start with our own stories. The approach will be inductive rather than deductive, 
sharing our experiences of our faith and beliefs will be central to the conversa-
tion. Time will be given to speaking and writing. We will also explore the 
theology of the Mystery of God and the mystery of the person, the difference and 
dialogue between faith and belief.  Participants may wish to read a book about 
the Apostles Creed (Joan Chittister, In Search of Belief) and/or a book about the 
Nicene Creed (Marianne H. Micks, Loving the Questions: An Exploration of the 
Nicene Creed). --Parishioner Shawn Adams uses the words of Emily Dickinson 
to describe herself: “I’m Nobody,” and adds, “Yet, in the love of God I 
continually become somebody every day.” There is a light pot-luck supper 
preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; please bring food or drink as you are able. Please tell 
the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas if you would like childcare. – Parish Hall 



 
 
 
 

 

Friday, January 15 Writing for the Annual Report due today. 
 

Saturday January 16th  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Clean up day – Church and property 
 

1:00 p.m. The Ordination of Hilary Bogert-Winkler  by The Bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky, The Right Reverend Edwin Funsten Gulick, Jr. 
Your prayers and presence are requested.  A celebratory reception will follow in 
the Parish Hall.   
 

Sunday, January 17 11:45 a.m.  (after the 10:30 a.m. service) Sunday Forum  “PLEASE: No 
Explanations in the Church” led by the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld.  These words were 
posted on a sign outside the church beside the Garden of Gethsemane. At this 
forum, our rector will describe his pilgrimage last October to the land of Jesus, 
along with a group of other priests and pastors. Displaying photographs, artwork, 
and a few poems, Rob will offer a few of his spiritual reflections about his brief 
time at the Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, Capernaum, Caesarea, Philippi, Jerusalem, 
and Bethlehem. – Parish Hall 

 
Tuesday, January 19 4:00 p.m. Garden Ministry  – Connector 
 
Wednesday, January 20 12:00 p.m. Shawl Ministry , bring your lunch today, and join us in replenishing  

our shawl and prayer-bead supply. – Connector  
 

6:30 p.m. Adult Education - see entry for January 13. 
 
Sunday, January 24 10:30 a.m. Liturgy in the Round – Parish Hall 
 

12:00 p.m. Outreach Commission Meeting – Parker Room 
 
Wednesday, January 27 6:30 p.m. Adult Education - see entry for January 13. 
 

Saturday, January 30 7:00 p.m. Benefit Concert to rebuild the crumbling walls of St. Matthieu’s 
School, Haiti. A Concert for Flute, Viola, Harp and Piano--Music by Schubert, 
Poulenc, Ibert and Debussy.  Sarah Swersey-flute, Felice Swados-harp, Carol 
Hutter-viola and violin, and Meg Kelsey Wright-piano. - Church 

 
Sunday, January 31 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist followed by Annual Meeting - Parish Hall 
 

                                    4:00 p.m. Orientation for those exploring Ordination to the Priesthood –  
                                                Connector 
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Grace Church 14 Boltwood Avenue Amherst MA 01002 
413/256-6754       
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