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“Give Us That Old Time Religion: An Invitation to a  Holy Lent” 

For many people, the traditional practices 
of the church during the season before 
Easter have become less 
meaningful: either they are 
completely forgotten, or they are 
trivialized, equated with giving 
up chocolate or dessert. In this 
series of Adult Education 
sessions we hope to take a new 
look at the sacred practices of 
Lent so that our selves, souls 
and bodies may be found again 
as created, redeemed and 
sustained by a loving God who made us for 
love and joy.  
 

Throughout this series of Wednesday night 
sessions  we will find time to talk about the 
peace of God that comes to us in prayer; to 
reflect while walking on a pilgrim path on a 
labyrinth and in our neighboring woods;  
discover the power that can come from  
fasting, the freedom that we can attain by  

alms-giving,and the sheer joy and renewal 
that can come from the Rite of 

Reconciliation  (Confession).  
 

Come as though you’ve never 
heard of Lent before; leave 
feeling ready to accept the 
Paschal Fire and Feast more 
fully in your life.  
 

Participants will be invited to 
read and pray with a book of 
short daily readings for Lent, 
Martin L. Smith’s A Season for 
the Spirit . Copies will be avail-  

                  able for sale in the Old Rectory.                             
 

~Wednesday Evenings during Lent~ 
Feb. 24, March 3, 10, 17, and 24  

 

The session will be led by the Rev. Rob 
Hirschfeld, Veronica Chapman, and the 
Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas.   
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GRACE IN COMMUNITY 

February is bringing something new to Grace Youth in Community. 
 

Most of us watch movies and talk about them with our friends, but do we think about 
what these movies are saying about our own lives?  In Sunday School, we watched a clip 
from The Matrix and had a great discussion about choices and the status quo.  This month 
we’ll watch the entire movie and continue that discussion—knowing what the Matrix 
ended up being, would we still choose to take the red pill and go “down the rabbit hole?” 
Which path would Jesus have chosen? Why or why not? 
Once a month (from February to June) we’ll watch a movie together and talk about it with 
one another. There are no right or wrong answers-just your voice!  Dinner will be 
provided each time-all you have to do is show up. And bring friends, if you’d like!  If the 
movie is R-rated, permission slips will be required beforehand. 
 
This month’s movie night will be on February 12 starting at 7 PM.   Hilary will pass out permission slips in 
Sunday School.  Please contact her if you have any questions or if you need permission slips for friends or                                  
have lost your own. 
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Lamidi Fakeye’s Crucifix 

 
Lamidi Olonade Fakeye died on Christmas 
morning 2009 at his home in Ila-Orangun,   
Nigeria. In 1986, at the request of 
Jane and John Pemberton, Lamidi 
carved the crucifix that is above the 
pulpit in the sanctuary of Grace 
Church as a memorial to the life of 
James Williams, a member of Grace 
Church who died earlier in the year. 
 

Lamidi was a Master Yoruba carver. 
He was born in Inurin’s Compound, 
well-known throughout the Igbomina Yoruba 
area for its carvers. The history of its workshop, 
preserved in oral traditions, as well as 
sculptures in public and private collections in 
Nigeria, Europe and the United States, can be 
traced to the early decades of the nineteenth 
century. With his older brothers, Adewuyi 
Oguntunde (1900-1957) and David Adeosun 
(c.1910-1991), Lamidi was apprenticed to the 
carvers in the Inurin workshop. Under the 
supervision of their father, Akobiogun Fakeye, 
Lamidi’s older brothers assisted other local 
carvers in the creation of the panels for the 
palace doors. Surrounding the large central 
panel portraying the seated Oba (king) wearing 
his sacred, conical crown, other panels 
depicted the priests and devotees of the orisha, 
the deities in the traditional religious life of the 
town. 
 

Lamidi’s early carving was very much in the 
style of the Igbomina carvers associated with 
Inurin’s compound. However, by the late fifties 
the political, economic, and religious life of 
Nigeria was rapidly changing. Commissions for 
carving veranda posts for the houses of chiefs, 
doors for palaces, headdresses for 
masquerades and ritual objects for shrines for 
the orisha were disappearing. Lamidi had heard  
that a Roman Catholic priest, Fr. Kevin Carroll, 
had been engaging local carvers in the 

neighboring Ekiti towns to carve doors, 
roadside crucifixes and altar furnishing for his 

churches. Lamidi sought him out and 
through  
 

Fr. Carroll was introduced to two of the 
last great Master carvers in Ekiti: 
Areogun of Osi Ilorin and Bamgboye of 
Odo Owa, and saw the  
extraordinary work of earlier Ekiti carvers 
now deceased. 
 

Working with Bandele, son of Areogun, 
Lamidi adopted the style of the northern Ekiti 
carvers. He quickly proved his skill with carvers’ 
tools and the rapidity with which he could “chop 
wood,” that is, create veranda posts, doors and 
the large sculpted headdress for Epa 
masquerades. In the sixties, through Fr. Carroll, 
Lamidi received a commission to carve the 
doors for St. Mary’s Catholic Cathedral in 
Ibadan. The panels depicted the life of Jesus 
Christ. Commissions then arrived to carve the 
veranda posts and doors for the Edena 
gatehouse of the Oni’s palace in Ile-Ife and the 
panels for the seats and tables of the House of 
Assembly and the House of Chiefs in Ibadan. 
 

Requests came from the U.S. AID offices for a 
set of doors, from the Institute for African 
Studies at the University of Ibadan for a series 
of veranda posts, and for doors for the Vice 
Chancellor’s residence at the University of Ife 
depicting various scenes from the origin myths 
and the rituals of Ifa divination. Lamidi would 
subsequently become a member of the staff at 
the university to whom students might 
apprentice themselves. 
 
We met Lamidi in 1970 on our first trip to 
Nigeria. He had a “studio,” a garage workshop, 
and two apprentices in Ibadan. We 
commissioned a piece from him which I was to 
pick up on my return several months later. He  



 
 
had not begun to work on the carving when I 
returned. Hence, I requested that I take a 
photographic record of his carving the 
sculpture. He agreed and conversations led to 
his inviting me to go with him to his hometown, 
Ila-Orangun. Little did I know that over the next 
twenty-two years I would make fifteen trips to 
Ila to study the religion and art of Igbomina and 
Ekiti devotees of the orisha and the history of 
the workshops of carvers. 
 

Lamidi visited the United States on several  
occasions, including coming twice to Amherst 
College to “chop wood.” He gave lecture- 
demonstrations on carving, talked with students 
about his family and country, as well as the art  
of the Yoruba carver, as he worked on several 
pieces on campus. In 1996 we flew to Nigeria 
with our daughter, Nanci, to photograph Odun 
Oro, the festival celebrating the sacred  
authority of the King’s crown. We met Lamidi in 
Ile-Ife, told him about the death of our friend,  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jim Williams, and asked him to carve for us a 
crucifix like one he had carved for Fr. Carroll 
years before. It was to be a gift to Grace 
Church in memory of Jim. Lamidi declined. He 
had become a Muslim and could not carve a 
religious object. Islam forbids it. We 
appreciated the difficulty of his position. After 
telling him  
about Jim as a teacher and coach committed to  
the high school youth of South Philadelphia, 
Lamidi said: “For you I will do it. I shall have it 
ready when the Oro festival is over.” Lamidi 
was supposed to meet us in Ila-Orangun but 
sent a note by his son which read: “Having 
trouble with the crucifix. Cannot come. Will see 
you in Ife.” It was ready the day before we 
departed for home. Several years later Lamidi 
visited us for a few days in Amherst. When we 
went into the sanctuary of Grace Church and 
he saw the crucifix, he smiled and said: “It had 
been a long while since I carved for Fr. Carroll. 
But it is good.”                           
                                                  Jack Pemberton 
 
 
 
 

����������	
��
���������	��
��������	���	��� �	�������
������
����
�
�

�������� ��� ��� ���
�
�
�
�
�
�



 
�
�
�
�
�

����������	���� �
�����	������������

�!" ���	��� �	������
�����	��
�#� �
�

�
�

 

 
 

Vestry Highlights~January 12, 2009 
 
 

Tom Dougherty presided in the absence of the Rector who was ill.  Donny Allison opened with a prayer 
from Earth Prayers – a book which he and Edie have used in their family for years. 
 

Doug Adler and Bob Kelly reported on Stewardship and the importance of gathering pledges from 
everyone.  Eighty folks who received the stewardship mailing have yet to reply. Our new budget is very bare 
bones and we need to raise enough for day-to-day living as well as ongoing maintenance – details of which were 
spelled out and which are huge in scale and cost.  There are no salary increases in the new budget except for the 
organist whose salary was way below the minimum set by the American Guild of Organists.  
 

DeAnne Riddle and Tom Baker presented the 2010 budget for discussion and approval.  Tom B. reported 
on the Restoration Project expenses which are ongoing.  Legal bills continue to come in re the suit against Grace 
Church by the builder. The Vestry endorsed the Nominating Committee’s suggestion of candidates for three year 
terms on the Vestry: Sarah Stelzner, Chris Rivers, and Jeff Desantis, and the youth representative for one year – 
Melissa Freitag. 
 

Next parish work day is February 20th at 9 AM (Do come; it is really a lot of fun.) 
 

Despite much of the meeting being spent discussing financial matters, there was a spirituality and many touches 
of humor throughout. Donny closed with another prayer from Earth Prayers.                 
 
 

 
Ann S. Lowell, Clerk
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Wednesday, February 3 12:00 p.m. Shawl Ministry , lunch will be provided today.  Please join us and 

help replenish our shawl and prayer-bead supply. – Connector  
 
6:30 p.m. Adult Education “This I Believe/This We Believe.” This session 
concludes tonight.  There is a light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; 
please bring food or drink as you are able.  
If you would like childcare, please tell the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas– Parish 
Hall 
 

Thursday, February 4 5:00 a.m Outreach Commission Meeting – Parker Room 
 
Friday, February 5 12:00 p.m. Karuna Center for Peacebuilding-Brown Bag Lunch -- Connector 
 
Saturday, February 6 9:00 a.m. Quiet Day “Praying and Writing the Psalms of Our Lives,” led by the 

Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas.  What do you want to express to God? What is God 
seeking to express to you? Through prayerful reflection on selected psalms, with 
free time in solitude for prayer and writing, we will listen for the voice of God 
and try our hand at writing our own psalms. Please bring paper and pen. 
“Behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand 
wisdom secretly” (Psalm 51:7). 

 
Sunday, February 7 12:00 p.m. Sunday School Teacher’s potluck – Parish Hall  
 
 12:00 p.m. Outreach Commission Meeting – Parker Room 
 

 
Wednesday, February 10 11:15 p.m. Shawl Ministry ,bring your lunch today, and 

join us in us in replenishing our shawl and prayer-bead 
supply. – Connector  

 
      6:30 p.m. Adult Education “Faith Development,” led by Dr. 

Robert A. Jonas.  What are the stages of faith development?  What helps 
us to move to the next level? How does our level of faith development shape 

our interpretation of 
Scripture and Christian tradition, and our attitudes to other religions? If 

interpretation of Scripture depends on the lens through which it is read, can 
theories of faith development help us to understand afresh such sometimes-

controversial passages as Jesus’ proclamation, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life”?--Robert A. Jonas, Ed.D., M.T.S., is the director of The Empty 
Bell, a contemplative sanctuary (www.emptybell.org). Trained as a 

psychologist and theologian, Jonas is a retreat leader, musician, and video 
artist. His latest publication is The Essential Henri Nouwen (Shambhala 

Publications, 2009). 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Inquirers Class -- “Foundations of the Faith” 

February 10, 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, April 7, 14, 21, 28 
A course for inquirers and those interested in joining Grace Church, led by the 
Rev. Rob Hirschfeld and the Rev. Dr. Susan Schaeffer.  This series of classes 
will provide basic information about Christianity, especially as it is expressed 
and practiced by the Episcopal Church. We will cover what we call 
the “canonical” areas of our faith (scripture, liturgy, theology, church history, 
ethics, church and culture), and will touch upon the possibilities of ministry both 
in the church and in the world. On Saturday, May 22, Grace Church will join 
other parishes in the Diocese at Christ Church Cathedral in Springfield for a 
service of Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation. Please contact either Rob 
Hirschfeld or Susan Schaeffer at arh@gracechurchamherst.org, or 
ses@gracechurchamherst.org if you are interested. – Connector  
 

Saturday, February 13 10:00 a.m. Burning of the Palms. Please Join the Acolytes and Altar Guild on 
Saturday,10 to noon prepare ashes for  Ash Wednesday -- Columbarium 

 
10:30 a.m.  until 2:00 p.m. Not Bread Alone – First Church 
 
7:30 p.m. Northern Harmony Concert -- Church 

 
Sunday, February 14  No Sunday School Today 
 

10:30 a.m. Liturgy in the Round  – Parish Hall 
 
12:00 a.m. Episcopal Peace Fellowship – Parker Room 

 
Tuesday, February 16 5:00 p.m. Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Parish Hall 
 
Wednesday, February 17 Ash Wednesday 
 Ashes:  8:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.  
 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Saturday, February 20 9:00 a.m. until noon Clean up day.  Ann L. said she wouldn’t miss it! Come and 

have fun while sorting, organizing, and cleaning up around the Church, Parke 
House, and Old Rectory..  

  
Sunday, February 21 11:45 a.m. Sunday Forum “Science as a Vocation: A Panel Discussion”  Many 

people in this country believe that science and religion conflict. How does a 
scientist who is also a person of faith connect these two worlds? Where is God in 
the test tube? How can work as a scientist be an expression of Christian 
faith? Come hear three members of Grace Church discuss the intersection of 
religion and science.--Nancy Lowry, Ph.D., was a founding faculty member at 
Hampshire College, where she taught organic chemistry for almost 40 years. She 
retired in 2008. --Mark Marshall, Ph.D., is a chemist with an active research 
program in molecular spectroscopy, and has taught at Amherst College since 
1987.--Sarah Turgeon, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Psychology and 
Neuroscience at Amherst College. 
 
3:30 p.m. Boston Harmony Concert – Church 
 

 



 
 
 
Wednesday, February 24 6:30 p.m. Adult Education  

February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 
“Give Us That Old Time Religion: An Invitation to a Holy Lent,” See the front 
page of this issue of Grace Notes for details. There is a light pot-luck supper 
preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; please bring food or drink as you are able. Please tell 
the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas if you would like childcare. – Parish Hall 
 
7:00 p.m. Inquirers Class (See entry for Feb. 10th.)   

 
Saturday, February 27 4:00 p.m. A Requiem Eucharist in Celebration of the Life and Ministry of 

Horace Boyer sponsored by the Diocese of Western Massachusetts.  The music 
for the service will be "Creation Mass," which was the last major composition 
written by Dr. Boyer. – Church 

 
Sunday, February 28 12:00 p.m. Outreach Commission meeting – Parker Room 
 

4:00 p.m. Violence in the Congo-- Lisa Jackson’s film The Greatest Silence, 
which interviews women victims, government officials and medical personnel 
affected by marauding troops competing for control of mines in eastern Congo.  
Professor Holly Hanson of Mt. Holyoke College will facilitate a discussion.   
The second part of this series is on Sunday, March 7.  Jocelyn Kelly, the Gender-
Based Violence Research Coordinator for the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, 
who has just returned from eastern DR Congo, will talk about the community 
groups there trying to deal with the enormity of the problems.  She will also 
discuss ways people in the US can help. – Parish Hall 
 
                Next month:  Palm Sunday, March 28th. 
 

Images from the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast & 
Celebration of the life of Dr. Horace Clarence Boyer 
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