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January 12 was a terrible day for the Haitian peopl e. The earthquake left not a soul 
untouched.  There is not a single family that did n ot lose a close friend or member:  Mothers, 
fathers, siblings, in some cases entire families di sappeared. 

 

As for resources, we have next to nothing. The wrec kage is beyond imagination. However  
this situation delivers us into faith. I look at th is as a baptism. We who are still alive have had 
the blessing of survival, but in many ways we have died to the ways of the past. We have the 
opportunity to rise up and start anew. In this mome nt of grief and mourning, life must continue. 
 

During this Lenten season, it is important for us i n Haiti to turn inward and rediscover all 
that is just within us. It is imperative that we be  reborn in this moment. We will live without the 
physical trappings of the church because we still h ave the same spiritual guidance, the 
confessions, the conversations, the reflections. 

 

We need faith. We must go forward with confidence a nd hope. The Haitian people are 
fighters. We will not give up. We must see within t his situation the possibilities that exist. 
Jealousy, anger, hatred – this is not the time for these. We turn to Jesus Christ, who did not fall 
into temptation; though he was in hard situations, he overcame death in victory.  

 

We await the resurrection of Christ as we explore w hat is found in this wreckage. Dear  
ones were lost, houses, clothes, possessions, memories – lives are reduced to nothing. The church 
lost precious belongings, and the physical foundati on of the state is in ruins. 
 

Yet, we Haitians are speaking to each other in new ways. We can look at each other with 
new eyes. We can create a society of respect and lo ve so that we may truly live as children of God. 
This is how we can rebuild our country. 

 

We have also seen how other people – other nations – love us. The people of this Episcopal 
Church have sent countless messages witnessing symp athy. Knowing we are not alone gives us 
confidence in new life. We receive comfort and cons olation in our relationships.  

 

My wife was injured in the earthquake and left to s eek medical care. I cannot visit her. I 
miss her and wish she were here with me. It is diff icult to be separated. But this separation has 
given me solitude and has enabled me to reflect in a new way about how to proceed in a life 
founded in God as a Christian. 

 

It is natural to question, but we hold on in faith to God – God who is always good, the God 
of infinite compassion. That we were struck by this  tragedy does not mean God is not with us. He 
is here. We must always remember that God lives in this world. There is pain, but there is also 
joy. He gives us assurance not of the life that end s, but the life that is eternal. 

 

The earthquake did not diminish our worship, though  it altered the places where it takes  
place. The church has not faltered and must now ris e to a new role. Belief in Christ and love for 
our Lord carries us into a new phase of constructio n. We will raise new places to worship God. 

 

We are looking forward to a celebration of Easter; familiarity of religious practices sustains 
us. We give glory to God. We sing within the church  of the world. We celebrate life with the same 
spirit we were given it. In the middle of all the d eaths, there is a God of love and of life, and we 
must shout Alleluia with the living. 
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GYC-GRACE YOUTH IN COMMUNITY 

MARCH EVENTS 
 

 

Spring is upon us, and there’s a lot of stuff happening for GYC!  Check out the calendar below 
to see what’s going on in March—and, as always, feel free to bring friends along to any of the 
events! Contact Hilary if you have any questions or if you would like to be added to the GYC 
email list—hbw@gracechurchamherst.org. 
 

     

MARCH 5—GYC Movie night .  We’ll go see Alice in Wonderland at 
the movies! One of the major metaphors in The Matrix, which we 
watched in February, was going “down the rabbit hole,” taken from 
Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.  This movie will give 
us a chance to think about that metaphor—and what happens when it 
seems like reality has been turned upside down.  

 
Bring at least $10.00 for admission, more if you want to buy movie 
snacks.  Information on time and place will be emailed out closer to the 
date (show times have yet to be released for this movie!).  
 
MARCH 7 - 12:00 in the Youth Room (where the 5-7 grade Sunday 
School meets).  Informational meeting for the youth going on the City 
Reach trip and their parents.   
 

MARCH 12-13—Diocesan Confirmation Retreat at St. Francis in Holden.  This retreat is for those youth 
participating in the Confirm not Conform class who plan on being confirmed.  Cost: $25.00.  See Hilary 
for a registration form.  

 
MARCH 14—9:30 AM in the Parish Hall. We’ll have Jean Arnuad from the UMass Haitian American 
Student Association come speak with the youth group about life in Haiti.  Note: This is in place of the 
Confirm not Conform class.   
12:00 PM in the Parish Hall.  Those youth going to CityReach will meet to sort through donations   
brought by members of the congregation.  

 
MARCH 19-20 CityReach in Boston.  Information meeting on March 7 will spell out what time we will 
be leaving on the 19th and returning on the 20th, as well as what you’ll need to bring on the trip. 

 
MARCH 31- 7:00 PM Service of Tenebrae.  The youth will be helping with this service.  More 
information will come in Sunday School. 

 
 

ECO-TIP 
 
 

Do you know that livestock produce MORE THAN HALF of the world's greenhouse gas emissions? (Think gas 
expelled from the animals.)  
 

 
By refraining from eating meat just one day a week, you can save as much in emissions as driving 1,000 fewer 

miles this year -- AND you will prevent thousands of acres from being cleared for pastures!   
 
�
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Vestry Highlights ~ February 9, 2010 

 
At this meeting, the Rector shared with new and old Vestry members alike the nuts and bolts 
of what is involved in being on a Vestry.  He reminded us of the Mission of the Church as 
stated in the Outline of the Faith on p. 845 in the Book of Common Prayer.  He spoke of the 
church canons re Vestry responsibilities.  This year, we will pay more attention to our 
worship, and make a point of incorporating new members, not simply welcoming them.  

Finishing paying for the Restoration is also an important item on the agenda.  Many of the parish goals that 
were set five years ago have been met, so the Vestry will spend a Saturday in March discussing what new 
goals are desirable and appropriate. LEM and LEV re-licensing was approved, as were housing allowances for 
Susan Schaeffer, Hilary Bogert-Winkler, and Rob Hirschfeld.  Two new LEM applications were approved– 
Meg Holladay and Cora Hirschfeld.   
 

Tom Baker, Treasurer, reported on the status of 2010 pledges – we are about 20 pledging units short of last 
year’s total.  Having had a year off from being asked to finish the Restoration funding, we will now gear up 
and finish the job as soon as possible.  If bricks are ordered for the Walkway in lots of 50, the price is better.  A 
current order needs only 7 more. 
 

Don Allison reported that one claim, in the lawsuit against us, of unfair business practices has been dismissed. 
Disputes among church, architect, and contractor still need to be resolved. 

Ann S. Lowell, 
Clerk of the Vestry 

�
~PEACE FELLOWSHIP REPORT~ 

 
Currently the Grace Church Peace Fellowship is working to respond to issues of war and injustice in the 
following four major areas: 
 

• The first is the long and largely unreported war in the Democratic Republic of Congo in which over 
five million people have died, and in which sexual violence against women and children is being used 
as a weapon of war. 

• The second area concerns the torture and unjust imprisonment of the detainees from our wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, especially those cleared or uncharged who are now being held indefinitely at our 
infamous Guantanamo prison.  

• The third area addresses the deteriorating situation between Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
territories of Gaza, the West Bank, and East Jerusalem. 

• And fourth, we see a huge imbalance in our national budget where more than half of all financial 
resources goes to military spending.  

 

To address these issues, members of the Fellowship have traveled to Washington, Egypt, Palestine and  
Israel to serve as witnesses for peace, to attend meetings of organizations promoting peace, to meet with 
Congressional representatives, and to march and picket in protest.   Recently our members took part in a forum 
bringing pro bono lawyers for Guantanamo detainees to talk about the situation their clients face there.  
Currently members are planning a two-part series to spotlight the situation in the Congo and to offer ways that 
people in our community can help.  This spring, we will be working during tax time to make people aware of 
how our national budget reflects (or does not reflect) our personally held values. What does it say about our 
national priorities when fully 57% of our budget is devoted to systems of violence, aggression, and military 
might? 
 

The Fellowship meets on the second Sunday of each month after the 10:30 service in the Parker Room.  We 
welcome you to join us in this work. 
 

For the Grace Church Peace Fellowship,  
Bob Hawley, Chair 

�
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Spring is coming.  A fresh wind is blowing.  How can you express your commitment to protect 
the glory of God’s Creation?   Here are three possibilities to join the Grace Church group and to 

see how small changes can have a big impact:   
 
• Pilgrimage to DC: Join the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas and a 

group of parishioners in a trip to Washington DC to lobby our legislators to 
take the lead in fighting for effective, comprehensive, and equitable 
solutions to climate change.  Our visit is part of a coordinated campaign to 
bring different groups to DC this spring to meet with our elected officials to 
express our concern about the fate of the earth and the urgent need for 
action.  We will provide background information; no prior lobbying 
experience is needed.  Please come to a planning meeting in the Parker 
Room at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 2, or speak with Margaret.                         (We won’t be on bikes.) 

 
• WesternMassSaves.org:  Sign up to save money on energy bills, manage your household’s energy use, and 

help the environment.  This cutting-edge, interactive Website is actually fun to use -- and part of a pilot 
project to inspire residents of Massachusetts to make deep cuts in their energy use.  Amherst was the first 
town to sign onto this new initiative, and, as a member of ICLEI (an international association of cities and 
towns that have made a commitment to sustainability), is eager to reduce its global warming emissions.  By  
joining WesternMassSaves you will receive customized tips for your home, and help Amherst to reach its 
environmental goals.  To join the Grace Church group and to see how small changes can make a big impact, 
go to

                                                http://www.westernmasssaves.com/signup/?source=gracechurch

 
• Earth Hour : Come to the Connector at 8:15 p.m. on Saturday, March 27, to share 
dessert by candlelight and to join in prayer, poetry reading, and conversation.  
Hundreds of cities, towns and municipalities in 80 countries around the world will 
turn off electricity from 8:30-9:30 p.m. as a symbol of the urgent need to reduce 
carbon emissions and stabilize the global climate.   Please join us in this small, quiet, 
and yet mighty movement, as we lift up our hope that human beings will find the 
moral, spiritual and political will to protect the Earth that God has entrusted to our 
care.   
If possible, bring a candle, a dessert to share, and a poem or short piece of prose 
about the natural world to read aloud.  At 8:30 p.m., when Earth Hour begins, we 
will ring the church bell, and at 9:30 p.m. we will walk in procession around the 
Common. 
 

 
 
 
Taking action -- political, personal, and prayerful -- is a way to honor the Creator and to give thanks for “this 
fragile Earth, our island home.” Thank you for all that you do.                                         --Greening Grace 
�������

 
 
 



 

 
Grace Youth in Community Needs YOUR Help! 

 

On March 19 th  and 20 th , several members of Grace Youth in Community will be travelling to 
Boston to take part in CityReach, where we will lea rn about homelessness and participate in 
ministry to the poor and homeless of Boston.  We ne ed to collect items from the following list to 
take with us and distribute in Boston.  Of the clot hing items, we need about 4 times as many 
male sizes as female sizes, and large sizes (XL-XXX L) are needed as well.  All used items 
(clothing, blankets, etc.) must be clean.    

What We Need: 
Carrying cases-backpacks, tote bags, 
fanny packs, small suitcases with 
wheels 
Toiletries (travel sizes)-soap, 
shampoo, deodorant, lotion, chap 
stick, toothpaste, shaving cream, 
toothbrushes, disposable razors, 
tampons 
New white socks, underwear, and 
white t shirts 

Sleeping bags and blankets 
Sweatshirts and sweatpants (especially 
hooded sweatshirts), sweaters, coats 
Nylon jackets and pants, raincoats, 
waterproof boots and gloves 
 T-shirts, long sleeve shirts 
Jeans and khakis 
Sneakers, comfortable shoes, hats, belts 

 

Thank you for your donations!   
You may place them in the large box in the connecto r any time until March 14 th . 
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Tuesday, March 2 4:00 p.m. Garden Ministry  – Connector 
  

5:30 p.m. Greening Grace, Planning meeting for trip to D.C. – Parker Room  
 
Wednesday, March 3 11:30 a.m. Shawl Ministry , lunch will be provided today.  Please join us and 

help replenish our shawl and prayer-bead supply. – Connector  
 
 12:45 p.m. Greening Grace – Parker Room 
  
 6:30 p.m. Adult Education “Give us that old time religion:  An invitation to a 

holy Lent”   For many people, the traditional practices of the church during the 
season before Easter have become less meaningful: they are either forgotten or 
trivialized. In this series we hope to take a new look at the sacred practices of 
Lent so that our selves, souls and bodies may be found again as created, 
redeemed and sustained by a loving God who made us for love and joy.  
Participants will be invited to read and pray with a book of short daily readings  
for Lent, Martin L. Smith’s A Season for the Spirit. Copies will be available for 
sale in Annie’s office in the Old Rectory.  Come as though you’ve never heard of  
Lent before; leave feeling ready to accept the Paschal Fire and Feast more fully 
in your life. February 24: “Prayer,” led by Rob Hirschfeld.   
Tonight: “Almsgiving,” led by Rob Hirschfeld. There is a light pot-luck supper 
preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; please bring food or drink as you are able. If you 
would like childcare, please tell the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas– Parish Hall 
 



 
 
7:00 p.m. Inquirers Class – “Foundations of the Faith” Feb. 24th was our first 
class.  It is not too late.  The classes will meet on March 3, 10, 17, 24, April 7, 
14, 21, 28.  The sessions are for inquirers and those interested in joining Grace 
Church.  Led by the Rector, the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld and the Rev. Dr. Susan 
Schaeffer, this series will provide basic information about Christianity, 
especially as it is expressed and practiced by the Episcopal Church. We will 
cover the “canonical” areas of our faith (scripture, liturgy, theology, church 
history, ethics, church and culture), and will touch upon the possibilities of 
ministry both in the church and in the world. On Saturday, May 22, Grace 
Church will join other parishes in the Diocese at Christ Church Cathedral in 
Springfield for a service of Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation. Please 
contact either Rob or Susan if you are interested (arh@gracechurchamherst.org 
  ses@gracechurchamherst.org ) – Connector   

 
Thursday, March 4  5:00 p.m. Outreach Commission – Connector 
 
Friday, March 5 5:00 p.m. GYC Movie night.  We’ll go see Alice in Wonderland at the movies!  

One of the major metaphors in The Matrix, which we watched in February, was 
going “down the rabbit hole,” taken from Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland.  This movie will give us a chance to think about that metaphor—
and what happens when it seems like reality has been turned upside down. Bring 
at least $10.00 for admission, more if you want to buy movie snacks.   
Information on time and place will be emailed out closer to the date (show times 
have yet to be released for this movie!). 

 
Saturday, March 6 9:00 a.m. Quiet Day “Joining Jesus in the Wilderness:  A Walking Pilgrimage in 

the Woods of Leverett,” led by the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld.  Come for a silent walk 
on paths by a pond, stone walls, and fields, to invite a meeting with Christ, who 
comes to us “on the way.” This special Lenten Quiet Day will be held from 9:00 
a.m. to Noon at the home of John Lemly and Cathy Melhorn (14 Montague 
Road, Leverett). If conditions permit, you may wish to bring snowshoes, skis, 
and/or hiking boots -- or simply to meditate in front of a fire. Please stay for a 
simple lunch at noon.  We encourage carpooling. Contact the Rev. Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas (mbj@gracechurchamherst.org) if you seek or can offer a ride. 

 
Sunday, March 7 11:45 a.m.  to 1:00 p.m.  Sunday Forum (after the 10:30 a.m. service), 

(Rescheduled from January 17) “PLEASE: No Explanations in the Church,” led 
by the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld. These words were posted on a sign outside the 
church beside the Garden of Gethsemane. At this forum, our rector will describe 
his pilgrimage last October to the land of Jesus, along with a group of other 
priests and pastors. Displaying photographs, artwork, and a few poems, Rob will 
offer a few of his spiritual reflections about his brief time at the Sea of Galilee, 
Nazareth, Capernaum, Caesarea Philippi, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem. 
 
12:00 p.m. CityReach Meeting – An Informational session for Youth and 
parents. – Youth Room (2nd floor, Parke House) 
 
4:00 p.m. Violence in the Congo - Jocelyn Kelly, recently returned from the 
Congo, and Gender-Based Violence Research Coordinator for the Harvard 
Humanitarian Initiative, will talk about the community groups there and how 
they are trying to deal with the enormity of the problems.  She will also discuss 
ways people in the US can help. Sponsored by the Episcopal Peace Foundation – 
Parish Hall  



 
 
 

Tuesday, March 9  4:45 p.m. Haiti Committee Meeting – Parker Room 
    
700 p.m. Vestry Meeting – Connector 
 

Wednesday, March 10 11:30 a.m. Shawl Ministry – Bring your own brown bag lunch today. – 
Connector 
 
6:30 p.m. Adult Education “Labyrinth walk,” led by Veronica Chapman.  
Pilgrims have been walking labyrinths since medieval times. They graced the 
floors of twenty-two cathedrals in Europe. However, during the Renaissance 
period, many of them were removed. The one at Chartres still remains.  It 
measures 40’ x 40’ and is set in mosaic stone.  The canvas we will use will be a 
modified Chartres 24’ x 24’ pattern.  Come and be a 21st century pilgrim.   There 
is a light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; please bring food or drink 
as you are able. If you would like childcare, please tell the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-
Jonas– Parish Hall 
 
7:00 p.m. Inquirers Class (See entry for March 3.) – Connector 
 
7:00 p.m. Gen Y/oung Adults – Parker Room  
 

Friday, March 12 – 13 Diocesan Confirmation Retreat at St. Francis in Holden.  This retreat is for 
those youth participating in the Confirm not Conform class who plan on being 
confirmed.  Cost: $25.00.  See Hilary for a registration form.  

 
Saturday, March 13 Daylight Savings begins.  Set your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed. 
  
 10:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. Grace Volunteers at Not Bread Alone. – First 

Church 
 
Sunday, March 14 9:30 a.m. In place of Confirm not Conform, Jean Arnuad from the UMass 

Haitian American Student Association will be here to speak with the youth group 
about life in Haiti. – Parish Hall 

 
 10:30 a.m. Liturgy in the Round  – Parish Hall  
 

12:00 p.m.  CityReach Preparation.   For the young people who are going to 
City Reach, we will meet to sort through donations brought by members of the 
congregation. – Parish Hall 
 
12:00 p.m. Episcopal Peace Fellowship – Parker Room 

 
Monday, March 15 6:30 p.m. Adult Education (rescheduled from Feb. 10th), “Faith Development,” 

led by Dr. Robert A. Jonas.  What are the stages of faith development? What 
helps us to move to the next level? How does our level of faith development 
shape our interpretation of Scripture and Christian tradition, and our attitudes to  
other religions? If interpretation of Scripture depends on the lens through which 
it is read, can theories of faith development help us to understand afresh such 
sometimes-controversial passages as Jesus’ proclamation, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life”?  There is a light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; 
please bring food or drink as you are able. If you would like childcare, please tell 
the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas– Parish Hall 



 
 
 
Wednesday, March 17  6:30 p.m. Adult Education “Fasting,” led by Margaret Bullitt-Jonas. If you 

would like childcare, please tell the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas.   
There is a light pot-luck supper at 6:00.  – Parish Hall  

 
 7:00 p.m. Inquirers Class (See entry for March 3.) – Connector 
 
Saturday, March 20 9:00 a.m. until noon…Clean up Day.  Come for all or just a part of the time and 

help us maintain and improve our property.  
 
Sunday, March 21 11:45 a.m. Sunday Forum--Widely respected eco-activist Tina Clarke will 

speak to us about “Transition Towns,” a new model of how to strengthen 
communities and create local, sustainable economies in the face of rising energy 
prices, peak oil, global warming, and economic dislocation. What role can and 
should religious communities play in the transformation of our social and 
economic life? --Tina Clarke is a Campaign Director for CleanWater Action and 
a collaborator with the Sustainability Institute. She has been an advocate, 
educator, consultant, and director of nonprofit programs since 1985. In 
Washington, D.C. she led a citizen-advocacy training program for 16 faith 
denominations, and directed Greenpeace USA’s citizen activist network. 

 
Wednesday, March 24:   6:30 p.m. Adult Education.  The topic this evening is “Reconciliation,” led by 

Robert Hirschfeld. There is a light pot-luck supper preceding Adult Ed at 6:00; 
please bring food or drink as you are able. If you would like childcare, please tell 
the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas– Parish Hall 

 
 7:00 p.m. Inquirers Class (See entry for March 3.) - Connector 
 

7:00 p.m. Gen Y/oung Adults – Parker Room  
 

Thursday, March 25 7:30 p.m. Lecture on Afghanistan by Ann Jones, activist and author of Kabul 
in winter:  Life without peace in Afghanistan.  Sponsored by the Episcopal Peace 
Fellowship. – Parish Hall 

 
Saturday, March 27 10:00 a.m. Brass polishing and Preparation for Palm Sunday, hosted by the 

Altar Guild and Acolytes.  All are welcome. – Church  
 
8:15 p.m. Earth Hour . Come share dessert by candlelight and to join in prayer, 
poetry reading, and conversation.  Hundreds of cities, towns and municipalities 
in 80 countries around the world will turn off electricity from 8:30-9:30 p.m. as a  
symbol of the urgent need to reduce carbon emissions and stabilize the global 
climate.   Please join us in this small, quiet, and yet mighty movement, as we lift 
up our hope that human beings will find the moral, spiritual and political will to 
protect the Earth that God has entrusted to our care.  If possible, bring a candle, a 
dessert to share, and a poem or short piece of prose about the natural world to 
read aloud.  At 8:30 p.m., when Earth Hour begins, we will ring the church bell, 
and at 9:30 p.m. we will walk in procession around the Common.  We will start 
in the Connector. 
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2010 
HOLY  WEEK  AT  GRACE  CHURCH 

 
 

Two thousand years ago, Christ’s life, death, and resurrection exploded into history.   
Holy Week, the week proceeding Easter, invites us to enter into the saving acts of God  

and to experience anew the reality of God’s saving power in our lives. 
 
 

March 28--Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
8 am: Holy Eucharist 
10:30 am: (beginning in the Parish Hall and processing to the Church) Holy Eucharist 
6 pm: Holy Eucharist 
  
The liturgy for Palm Sunday carries us into Holy Week.  Services begin with the reenactment of Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, when the crowds waved palm branches and greeted him as the messianic king.  
But the mood shifts with the reading of the passion story, and we begin the journey through the events that 
culminate in Jesus’ crucifixion and death. 
 
 
March 29--Monday in Holy Week 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 
7 pm: Holy Eucharist 
 

The Eucharist recalls the night when, as civil and religious authorities plot to take Jesus’ life, Jesus gathers for 
an evening meal with friends, and a woman lovingly anoints him, as if to prepare his body for burial.   
 
  
March 30--Tuesday in Holy Week 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 
7 pm: Holy Eucharist 
 

On Holy Tuesday we hear Jesus predict how his death on the cross will be the path towards his (and our) glory; 
we are invited to contemplate the foolishness of the cross and how the love of God "makes an instrument of 
shameful death to be none other than the means of life." 
 
 
March 31--Wednesday in Holy Week 
12:10 PM: Holy Eucharist (Rite I) with Healing 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 
7 pm: Tenebrae (with music by members of Singers' Project) 
  
The service of Tenebrae (Latin: shadows) draws us into the anguish of the Passion story.  As we listen to a 
series of readings, psalms, and musical offerings, the candles are gradually extinguished. 
 
The Paschal Triduum (the Sacred Three Days) is a three-fold liturgy, beginning Maundy Thursday, continuing 
through Good Friday and culminating with the Great Vigil of Easter. 
 
April 1--Maundy Thursday 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer 
7 pm: Foot Washing, Holy Eucharist of the Last Supper; 
Stripping of the Altar 
All-night vigil before the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel) 
 



 
 
 
The liturgy for Maundy Thursday invites us into the intimacy of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, his loving 
care for them in the foot-washing, and his self-offering for them in the bread and wine.  “Maundy” (Latin: 
mandatum, ‘command’) refers to the commandment that Jesus gave his disciples to love one another.  After the 
sermon, all are invited to have their feet washed.  Those who come forward for foot-washing may then wash 
the feet of those who come after them, transforming this symbol of service into a sacramental action shared by 
all. The service continues with the celebration of the Eucharist and the reservation of the sacrament for Good 
Friday. 
 

Maundy Thursday Vigil:  As a way to deepen intimacy with Our Lord, all are welcome to share in the all-night 
vigil before the Blessed Sacrament in the chapel, beginning with the end of the Maundy Thursday Rite.  You 
may sign up for an hour or more, or simply come. 
 
 
April 2--Good Friday 
12 pm: Ecumenical Service at Grace Church 
4 pm: Youth Stations of the Cross (Town Common) 
7 pm: Liturgy of the Crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

The Good Friday Liturgy includes readings, hymns, prayers, and anthems, interspersed with silence.  The 
service concludes with Communion, using bread and wine consecrated at the Maundy Thursday Rite.  We are 
in the desolate valley of our three-day journey, the valley of the shadow of death. 
 
April 3--Holy Saturday 
9:00 am: Liturgy of Holy Saturday 
In the Liturgy of Holy Saturday we gather for a short service to remember the time between Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 
 
9:15 am- 12:15 Noon: Holy Saturday Retreat (Parish Hall) 
Holy Saturday is a powerful day for Christians.  Jesus has died and descended into the darkness, and the Risen 
Christ has not yet appeared. In this morning retreat, led by Dr. Robert A. Jonas, we will open ourselves to the 
liberating power of God and take time to perceive where God in Christ - in powerful but sometimes hidden 
ways - is at work in our lives, healing what is broken and lifting up what has fallen. If you have a poem related 
to the themes of Holy Saturday, please bring it.  Suggested donation:  $15 
 
8:00 pm: The Great Vigil of Easter, Holy Baptism, and the Feast of the Resurrection (begins in Columbarium) 
 
The Great Vigil of Easter begins in darkness, as we kindle the new fire of Easter, light the Paschal candle, and 
carry it in the procession to the church.  There we hear the chanted words of the ancient Exsultet (Latin: 
Rejoice!), with its announcement that God is at work in this mysterious night. The service continues by 
candlelight with the dramatic stories of salvation history.  Rejoicing in the Resurrection, we bring new 
members into the Body of Christ through the waters of baptism, and celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter.  
The fast is over and the feast begins. 
 
April 4--Easter Sunday 
8 am & 10:30 am: The Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
6:00 pm Contemplative Eucharist 
 
Easter is the great feast of the Christian year, the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. We mark the occasion with 
unbridled festivity, pulling out all the stops in our liturgy and music. We hope you can be with us on Easter 
Day, as we greet one another with those great words of hope: “Alleluia, Christ is risen. The Lord is risen, 
indeed. Alleluia!” 
�


