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What follows is a sampler from the Gospel readisigSaster:

Why do you seek the living among the dead? (Luke)

He has risen, he is not here. (Mark)

They found the tomb empty. (Matthew, Mark, Luké@olgn)

Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where yave laid him... (John)
Unless | see the wounds, and place my hands isides | will not believe. (John)

If you have trouble believing in the “bodily resection” of Jesus, well, you're in good company.eTinst
experience of the Resurrection of Jesus is an ey of bewilderment, of confusion, of absence, @ingrief.
We search, we excavate, we try to reconstructtHautesurrected body of Jesus pulls away fromsith@ugh
to tell us that we are looking for him in all theomg places.

And yet, we do find Jesus. We find Jesus stilinly, true, and present among us. In the gospets)s shows
up in the places where no one was expecting hiandems, dusty roadsides, locked rooms stinkingvebsy
fear; beaches where no fish can be caught. Arskthee just the places the Bible talks about. Wi Iseen
Christ show up in offices, hospital rooms, fundrames, woods, rivers, dumps (a.k.a. “transferasiat),
locker rooms, and boxing rings. How about you?

The Risen Christ shows up just when we’ve givetooging for him where we thought we saw him last.
Sometimes | even see the Risen Christ at Chur&how he is here...in the sacraments, in our loveeémh
other, in the ways we serve. But too often my eyesnot open and | get distracted, and | begiadk for him
only in the “smooth” places, the places in the €Chuvhere the furniture matches, or the Liturgyrecgfully
moving according to the Prayer Book, or in the bedal budget, or an agreeable Vestry meeting, on\iie
anointing of the sick seems to coincide with a s=ioin of illness.

Guess what? The Jesus of the Gospels we prodaimever limited to those felicitous moments. Tlhigdd3
tells us that Jesus shows up in the “rough” plases more powerfully--such as when we are at odttsame
another, when we grieve, when our sister or braghburting or dying, when we see that more needsetdone
to welcome Jesus in the stranger who comes intonaast, when we sometimes collide with each ottigite
working for peace and justice, or even when wdared with the uninspiring challenge of sharingiemf our
money to pay off debt.

| have to admit something: sometimes I'm lookioga new church. I'm looking for theewways that the
Risen Christ is raising us up, making things nexnding new life into our midst, and giving us #lings that
we need to equip us for ministry in the world.ydlu’'ve been looking for a new church, the good nshat it
can be right here, if only we open our eyes toGeeast in the newcomers that comeery Sunday The New
Grace Church can be here when we open our heaftisaands to make our new spaces welcoming to the
strangers who, | can tell you, are coming to uswitredible gifts for ministry. When we can weatoe people
of different races, sexual orientations, economi @ducational levels, physical abilities, thenwii welcome
the Risen Christ in our midst and we will see tleMNChurch being born before us. But, and heressc#ich,
we need each other’s help to open the tomb of@ansfand anxieties. Sometimes a new creation can be
threatening: “What do they mean they want to tnea way of doing things? Don’t they know we’vevays
done it this way?” And to that, God says, “Behadldm doing a new thing! Do not be afraid. I'm stantly
giving you a new Church, even if it's at the santeamldress.”

In the coming weeks of Eastertide, we are invitedhare in some workshops, led by the Holy S@ng
facilitated by Royster Hedgepeth, to see how Gdulikling us a new Grace Church. We are well ornvtag




to “restoring” our buildings, but now it seems ti&xd is urging us (in the need to retire our dél§6®0,000)
to see how we are to be a new church here at @fagech. | am confident that God is giving eaclhusin this
church at least a glimpse of what our church well¥We need you to share what you see so we caheee
whole vision and make it real in the coming yedt$irist says, “Behold, | am making all things newVhat do
you see that is being made new, or that needs todoke new? A Garth, a chapel, the siding of thee Ol
Rectory, a restored ministry of new member incaaion? With the power of God'’s love, those aeedhsy
things, but there are other things, deeper thiegsn more splendid things that God is up to irnthespeople of
the Resurrection. What do you see? We want tavkno

Give to your Church, O God,

a bold vision and a daring charity,

a refreshed wisdom and a courteous understanding,
that the eternal message of your Son

may be acclaimed as the good news of this age;
through him who makes all things new,

even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

With every blessing in the Risen Christ,
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“How beautiful will be the day when all the baptizenderstand that their work, their job, is a ptigsvork,
that just as | celebrate Mass at the altar, so ee@fpenter celebrates Mass at the workbench, awcth ea
metalworker, each professional, each doctor atsitedpel, the market woman at her stand, are periogra
priestly office! How many cabdrivers, | know, distto this message there in their cabs; you ardespat the
wheel, my friend, if you work with honesty, conatg that taxi of yours to God, bearing a messafyeeace
and love to the passengers who ride in your cab.”

According to theBook of Common Prayer

“Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the baptized on June 6. There are three class

Holy Spiritinto Christ’s Body the Church. The sessions for the catechists (another name for
bond W_hlch God esfabllshes in Baptism is those preparing to be baptized) and their
indissoluble” (BCP 298). families. If you're interested, please let Hilary
. . . know by April 30 (256-6754x105, or

In other words, it's a pretty important event in (hbw@gracechurchamherst.prg

our lives as Christians! This May, Hilary will be

offering baptism preparation classes for those Dates and times will be set up after we know

youth, children, and/or families with infants who who will be participating and when folks are

are interested in being available.




Restoring our spaces is only part of the on-goarmgwal of Grace Church. In order to start a
conversation that will involve all of us, every mieen of the Parish is urged to participate in one of
four one-hour workshops to think about how we wilike full use of our new space — and to
thoughtfully consider how we, as the Body of Chrést being called to serve.

We need to be asking: What are the ways each sénses that God is calling us to move forward
with our new spaces and in our ministries at G2leerch.

At the workshops, we will engage the Holy Spiritilp us to see more clearly the church God is both
equipping us with and calling us to become. Raydtxlgepeth will be our facilitator for these
interactive, thought provoking sessions.

In order to give everyone a chance to participathése important discussions, we are holding these
workshops after both the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 aemices on April 18 and 25'.

Vestry Highlights ~ March 9, 2010

Following a meditation by Nate Brown about the way that language, especially in the
Scriptures, stretches us to get at the center of th ings. Rob opened the meeting with a
prayer and introduced the Discernment Committee tha t had been meeting with Jane Beebe
about her call to the ordained ministry. The commi ttee, John Lemly, Janet Teng, Jane
Wald, M J Fowler, and Royster Hedgepeth were unanim ous in their support of Jane. There
was a period of questions and answers, and upon the departure of Jane and the committee,
the Vestry voted unanimously in favor of Jane's mov ing forward along the path to
ordination.

Rob reported on the Outreach Commission's decision to give the Millennium Development
Goals portion of the Easter offering to Woman for Woman International __, an organization
working to help women in war zones throughout the w orld. More information will be
available in the pews on Palm Sunday and Easter, th rough the link, and also further on in

this issue of Grace Notes.

Re completing payments for the Restoration Project- -Rob met with Royster who will chair
the effort and there will be workshops to dissemina te information on two Sundays in April.
Rob spoke of the Vestry's in-house retreat later th is month (due to a death in the family of
the retreat’s speaker, the retreat has been resched uled to April). One of the topics under
discussion will be the inclusion of newcomers in pa rish activities; it is important to do more

than simply welcome them.

The summer schedule will combine the two Sunday mor ning services - 9:30 service in July
and August.
Ann S. Lowell, Clerk

Click or go to the address above and click on tleeig rectangle to save acres in rain forests
worldwide. Sounds crazy, but it does work. How@vértisers pay for saving acres. Many folks
click and leave. But, plenty of people buy, sorgeae’s happy. You can click daignd save rain
forests for FREE. Honest - no strings attachedt ixaar, 14,201 acres of rain forest were saved.
Every little bit helps. Greening Grace
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Rehearsals will be on Maundy Thursday (April 1)5an the Parish Hall, and on
Good Friday at 5. (This rehearsal follows The iStest of the Cross Children’s
service which takes place at 4:00 pm on The Towmi@on.) The final rehearsal
will be on April 3rd at 9:15 in the church.

ALL young people are invited to sing with the ch@ome and bring your friends.
Mary Hockenmhocken@verizon.netr 549-8773.

GYC-GRACE YOUTH IN COMMUNITY

Friday, April 2 is Movie Night
For our April movie, we’ll meet after the Good Faiyd7 PM service and watdesus Christ Superstar

We’'ll be thinking about how this movie portrays ugsnd the story of his passion, and we’ll thinkwthow
this relates to our own thoughts about Holy Weeatk Baster. We'll also talk about how the movie Erajes
us to think differently about the Gospel. Bring@bfor pizza and drinks, and bring a friend! Wsthrt after
the Good Friday service (around 8) and should e dy 10:30. If you have any questions, feel fceemail
Hilary (hbw@gracechurchamherst.prg




il mur"ils of Holy Trinity Cathedral: before

The drama of calamity and heroic rescue is
fading, fading at least from the eye of the media;
but grief, suffering and despair lurk still in the
rubble and ruin. The response from the world, our
country, and our parish has been magnificent.

Our compassion and generosity will always be
tested by such events. The vulnerability of Haiti
is characteristic of underdevelopment — the want
of social and physical resources to withstand
disaster. As the Chilean experience shows,
development brings a capacity to cope. The real
work of relief through development, cruelly set
back by the ‘quake, still lies ahead. The key to
development aid is support of the local
functioning elements of societfl)

Our Church’s call to engage with the Millennium
Development Goals led us into partnership with St
Matthew’s and the Diocese of Haiti. We have
embraced our partner, St Matthew’s School --
we’ve paid the teachers, repaired the roof, and
now we are addressing the repairs needed to the
walls.

The White Man’s BurdeBasterly W, Penguin, London 2006
http://www.episcopalchurch.org79901 119348 ENG_ Hfii

Recently, Presiding Bishdpev. Katharine Jefferts
Schorire-visited Haiti, saying—

"...there's going to be immense need for
partnership for the longer term(2)

The Church Executive Council expressddep
solidarity and continuing long term support for the
recovery and reconstruction of Haiti with an
emphasis on honoring the authority and autonomy
of the Haitian leaders and peopl€3)

b - -
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ha murals of Holy Trinity l_:-:llhcd_!i__;_‘gﬁér-'.-
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The Haitian diocese is a major force in education
in Haiti and is taking the front rank in organizing
relief efforts.(4) Resilience, fortitude and
courage abound in Haiti5) As thousands flee
the devastation of the capital, Fr. Max writes that
12 families have returned to the community of our
partner-- Saint Matthew, some 12,000 to the large
region of Bayonnais, and 50,000 have come to
Gonaives, the city of the region. Their resources
will be strained (6) our help has never been more
needed. We cannot falter now; the call is to
faithfulness and constancy -- our Cyrenian task
begins.

Sandy Muspratt

oOuh~wWNE

A Message from the Executive Council of The EpadBhurch Omaha, Feb 22, 2010
Religious Groups Fill Haiti Government Gapg=orelle C, Wall Street Journal, Jan 21, 2010
Editorial Observer: Haiti's Do-It-Yourself Recovety Downes, New York Times, Mar 15, 2010
Rural Haiti Struggles to Absorb Displace8ontag D, New York Times Mar 17, 2010
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From March 19-20, four Grace Church youth and tdwltdeaders headed into Boston to participate in
CityReach, a homelessness education and outreaghapt run by Ecclesia Ministries.

We gathered with 11 other groups from Massachysetts
Maine, and Connecticut to learn about homelessness
from those who are or who have been homeless.r Thei
stories were inspiring and challenging.

On Friday night we walked through the city and saw
where Ecclesia Ministries got its start, after

which we had a short worship service on Boston
Common. On Saturday we sorted through a massive
pile of donations brought by all of the groups &meh
served the homeless of Boston with hospitality—
clothing, food, and conversation were in abundance
that day.

The Grace Youth Group would like to

THANK YOU ALL
for your generous donations.
They were so very appreciated by all who came
through the doors of the church that day!
Thank you for helping us serve Christ
in the service of others.




Grace Church Goes to Washington

small group of Grace Church
Amembers will travel to Washington,

D.C. to lobby for strong climate
legislation and the protection of God’s
Creation. We plan to lobby on Monday,
April 19, and to take the train to D.C. and
back. If you would like to join us, please
contact the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas
(mbj@gracechurchamherst.org ).

Greening

Grace

Hiking to Fight Cancer

Last year, | learned something new about Holy
Week and Easter—they don't always happen
for us when the church calendar says they
should. My Holy Week for 2009 lasted from
November 2008 - April 2009. Easter occurred
in a new way in April, a few weeks after the
Church celebrated the day.

Why the change? In November 2008, my
brother Nathan was diagnosed with Burkitt's
lymphoma -- a particularly aggressive blood
cancer with a high occurrence in young adults.
He was 22. Thanks-giving that year was spent
in a patient family room at the University of
lowa hospital. My brother sat hooked up to
IVs, having started his first round of chemo.
We sat in a circle, held hands, and thanked
God for the gifts we had been given. It was a
grace-filled moment, and one that I will never
forget.

The journey with my brother was not an easy one.
Nathan’s chemo was all inpatient—he would spend
one week in the hospital, then usually spend the
following week in the hospital with an infection,
and would have a week out of the hospital to
recover before starting the process all over again.
Then, after his last round of chemo, he

P.S. This photo was taken in New Orleans in June,

2009. That's Nathan on the right, with my nephew
on the left. It was taken only a couple of months
after his treatment ended-and | continue to be
thankful for my little brother, and the fact tha¢ w
were able to go on a vacation like this!!!

had a PET scan and the cancer gase Talk
about an alleluia moment! His last CT scan in
January 2010 showed no signs of the cancer
returning, and we continue to pray that the
lymphoma is gone for good.

On May 17, | will be hiking into the Grand Canyon
to raise money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society and the work they do. To do so, | need to
raise $4,350 bivlay 1. So far, I've raised
$2,011.20, which immazing But | still have
$2,338.80 to go! As | go on this hike, | will be
holding up in prayer all those who have fought
cancer—the ones who are fighting it, who won
their battle, and those who have passed on. If you
can find it in your heart to support my hike, pkeas
visit my fundraising website:

http://pages.teamintraining.org/ma/Canyon210/hkwger

Also, if you have loved ones you would like me to
hold up in prayer, please give me their names. I'll
be tying a piece of string to my pack for every
person | am praying for—in this way they’ll be
going into the Canyon with me. I'd be happy to
answer any questions you might have. Thanks for
reading this, and God bless! Hilary
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Kerry Buckley 14 Helen Mottla 21 Jean Canedy
Frederick Treyz Peter Elbow John Dineen
Andrew McCallum Gregory Wobst Luke Stoneham
John Lemly Isabel Williams 22 Virginia Oldershaw
Judy Orvis 15 Albert Storey Jim Scott
Warren Taylor Chris Carlisle 23 Theo Beach
Ann Kearns Beth Brown 24 Dorothy Ives
Janet Moore Leah Heyes Pat Szumowski
Sydney Zobel 16 Conrad Wogrin Jessie Abdow
Denise Dineen Jono Hanke 25 Natalie Obiero
Theo McCallum Jack Spence 27 Sally Anne Clegg
AngeliquedeBeauvais- 17 Luke Abdow 28 Laura Ricard
Fairchild 18 John Aldrich Lang Craighill
Shirley Brodigan Pete Stoneham Victoria Quinlan
Katie Schendel 19 June Gaeke 29 Hut Beall
Stew Dougherty 20 Ann Lowell 30 Patrick Kelly
Mary McCarthy Nelson Adams
Shannon Fox Mary Bull

Bande Mangaliso

Fridays in the Old Rectory
~ will be “catch-up” days ~

On Fridays, starting on April 9t it will be “catch-up” day in the
office. You will still be able to reach me in the Old Rectory via
email, and you can navigate the voice mail system t o leave
messages, but | won't be seeing visitors or answeri ng the phone.

Fridays are also Rob’s day off so it is a good day for me to get
caught up.

Thanks a lot, Annie
annie@gracechurchamherst.org.
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Grace Episcopal Church

Holy Week Schedule

March 28
8:00 am
10:30 am

6:00 pm

March 29
7:00 pm

March 30
7:00 pm

March 31
12:10 pm
7:00 pm

April 1

7:00 pm

April 2

12 noon
4:00 pm
7:00 pm

April 3
9:00 am
9:15 am
8:00 pm

April 4
8:00 am
10:30 am

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms & Holy Eucharis
Liturgy of the Palms in Parish Hall and
Choral Eucharist in Church
Contemplative Service

t of the Passion

Monday in Holy Week
Holy Eucharist

Tuesday in Holy Week
Holy Eucharist

Wednesday in Holy Week
Holy Eucharist and Prayers for Healing
Sung Tenebrae

Maundy Thursday
Holy Eucharist of the Last Supper, foo t washing,
stripping of the altar and procession to all-night
before reserved sacrament

vigil

Good Friday
Ecumenical Service
Good Friday Children’s Service - Town Com mon
Liturgy of the Passion of our Lord Jesu s Christ

Holy Saturday
Liturgy of the Great Sabbath
Holy Saturday Retreat with Robert A. Jon
The Great Vigil of Easter and the
First Eucharist of the Resur rection

as-Parish Hall

The Sunday of the Resurrection: Ea
The Holy Eucharist of Easter
Holy Baptism and the Holy Eucharist of Ea

ster Day

ster




Maundy Thursday, April 1

Good Friday, April 2

Holy Saturday, April 3

Easter Sunday, April 4

Wednesday, April 7

5:00 p.Mngel Choir Rehearsal -Church

7:00 p.m.Foot Washing, Holy Eucharist of the Last Supper,
Stripping of the Altar — Church
All-night vigil before the BlesgeSacrament— Chapel

12:00 p.n.cumenical Service- Grace Church
4:00 p.m.Youth Stations of the Cross- Town Common
5:00 p.m.Angel Choir Rehearsal- Church
7:00 p.mLiturgy of the Crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ
8:00 p.mGYC Movie Night - “Jesus Christ Superstar” — Youth Room

9:00 a.nhiturgy of Holy Saturday . In the Liturgy of Holy Saturday we gather i
church for a short service to remember the timaéenh Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.nHoly Saturday Retreat Holy Saturday is a powerful day
for Christians. Jesus has died and descendethiatdarkness, and the Risen Chr
has not yet appeared. In this morning retreatbleBr. Robert A. Jonas, we will
open ourselves to the liberating power of God ake time to perceive where Go(
in Christ - in powerful but sometimes hidden ways at work in our lives, healing
what is broken and lifting up what has fallen. diuyhave a poem related to the

themes of Holy Saturday, please bringStiggested donation: $i5Parish Hall

9:15 a.mAngel Choir Rehearsal—- Church

8:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter, Holy Baptism, and the Feast of the
Resurrection — begins in the Columbarium

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 &he Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord
No Sunday School today
6:00 p.m.Contemplative Eucharist— Chapel

11:30 a.rf8hawl Ministry, lunch will be provided today. Please join us aetp
replenish our shawl and prayer-bead supply. — Cadone

7:00 p.m.lInquirers Class — “Foundations of the Faith” These sessions are fo

inquirers and those interested in joining GracerCinu Led by the Rector, the Rey.

Rob Hirschfeld and the Rev. Dr. Susan Schaeffes sieries provides basic
information about Christianity, especially as ieigpressed and practiced by the
Episcopal Church. We will cover the “canonical” asef our faith (scripture,
liturgy, theology, church history, ethics, churatdaculture), and will touch upon tf
possibilities of ministry both in the church andlwe world.

On Saturday, May 22, Grace Church will join otharighes in the Diocese at Chr
Church Cathedral in Springfield for a service oh@onation, Reception, and
Reaffirmation. Please contact either Rob or Sulsgnu are interested
(arh@gracechurchamherst.prges@gracechurchamherst.prgConnector
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Thursday, April 8

Friday, April 9
Saturday, April 10

Sunday, April 11

Monday, April 12

Tuesday, April 13

Wednesday, April 14

5:00 p.nOutreach Commission— Connector

Tonight -Interfaith Cot Shelter for the Homeless in Northamgon: Tonight is
the last meal Grace will be serving until the streleopens in November. Please
contact Bob Hawley or Mary McCarthy (253-3582) fioore information or to
serve.

12:00 p.mKaruna Center for Peace Building,Brown-bag luncheon — Connector

10:30 a.narace Volunteers - Not Bread Alone- First Church

10:30 a.nhiturgy in the Round — A less formal Service for young children and
their families — Parish Hall

12:00 p.mEpiscopal Peace Fellowship- Parker Room
2:00 p.mGreening Grace— Parker Room

5:30 p.nhiturgical Commission — Rob’s office
7:00 p.m.Vestry Meeting — Connector

11:30 a.r8hawl Ministry — Bring your own brown bag lunch today. —
Connector

6:30 p.m.Adult Education “The Theology of Social Justice: How Prayer with
Action Can Change the World (and Ourselves).” gshapters from Walter
Wink’s, The Powers That Bas a springboard for discussion, this seriesaditiress
questions such as: In Scripture and our own liwé®re do we sense Jesus callin
to reach out to those in need? How do our action§ront “the powers™? How doe
engagement in social justice and service enliverfaith? How do we pray about
and act upon the ‘big issues’ such as poverty,renvwinental destruction, and war
How do we maintain hope and compassion, and awaiddait, in the face of
frustration, anger, and defeat? Copies of The

Powers That Be will be available for purchase mc¢hurch office. “Prayer is neve
a private inner act disconnected from day-to-dayities. It is, rather, the interior
battlefield where the decisive victory is won befany engagement in the outer
world is even possible.” (Wink, p. 181)

April 14: DeAnne Riddle leads a conversation based on erafit 3, 5
(“Identifying the powers,” “Jesus’ answer to dontioa,” “Jesus’ third way”)

April 21: Bob Hawley leads a conversation based on chéptétractical non-
violence”)

April 28: Annie Scarff leads a conversation based on chapté¢‘Prayer and the
powers”)

A light pot-luck supper precedes Adult Ed. at 6e@@h Wednesday. Please bring
food or drink to share if you are able. — Parisiti Ha

7:00 p.m.Inquirers Class (see entry for April 7) — Connector

J us
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7:00 p.m.Gen Y/oung Adults— Parker Room




Saturday, April 17

Sunday, April 18 (and 2%

Monday, April 19

Wednesday, April 21

Friday, April 23
Saturday, April 24
Sunday, April 25

Wednesday, April 28

Friday, April 30

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.@lean up day. Come one and all for the spring spruce-
in and outside of the Church, Parish Hall, and Rédtory. You don’t need to stay
for three hours, just help for even %2 an hour;fiits, and we can get more done if
you pitch in.

9:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.niParish Workshops on the New Grace Church
Restoring our spaces is only a part of the ongoengwal of Grace Church. What
are the ways that you sense God is leading us fdrimaour new spaces and in ou
ministries at Grace Church? At these workshopt) Royster Hedgepeth as our
moderator, we will invite the Holy Spirit to heljg see more clearly the church G
is both calling and equipping us to become. Ewveeyis urged to participate in ong
of these four important workshops after each ofroarning services today and ne
Sunday -Parish Hall.

Amherst Schools are closed this weekSpring Vacation

Climate 350 Campaign— A group from Grace Church is in Washington, Oidclay
to lobby for strong climate legislation.

6:30 p.mMdult Education — See entry for Wednesday, April"l4or details.
7:00 p.m.lInquirers Class (see entry for April 7) — Connector
2:00 p.m.lconography Presentation— An overview of the history of icons, how
their creation has evolved through time, and hovesal an icon through its
symbols. There will be an introduction to the ditsi at the Clinton museum with
tips about what to look for in the icons. — Paiill

6:00 p.mVestry Retreat

9:00 a.nvestry Retreat — location to be determined.
See entry above for April 18'.

6:30 p.Mdult Education — See entry for Wednesday, April"4or details.
7:00 p.m.Inquirers Class (see entry for April 7) — Connector

7:00 p.mGen Y/oung Adults— Parker Room

8:00 p.mU2charist — Church

Coming up in May
o]
The Services Auction — May 1

Sunday Forums -- May'2at 9:30 a.m. “Praying with Children” (reschedufezm April 18"), and
May 16" “The Hidden Side of Retirement: Caring for Our AgjiParents — and Aging Selves”
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