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As we prepare to celebrate Pentecost, we might
meditate on how God the Holy Spirit fills us and
breathes in, with, and for us, drawing many into th e
communal presence of God. At Pentecost, diversity
of language is no longer a sign of the splintering of
humanity, but reveals the Good News of God's
loving and healing purposes for all people. As we
receive the breath of God, prayer is no longer an
action initiated by you or me alone, but by the Spi rit
herself, the Divine Pray-er within us. In this Spirit,
| want to share with you how the Spirit is “praying
me” during these strange days.

| have heard of at least two new churches starting
up in our Happy Valley. One of them, Valley

Church in South Hadley, appears to be springing
out of the vibrancy of MercyHouse, a Christian

community that worships on North Pleasant Street
in downtown Amherst. You can get a small flavor

of MercyHouse on its website: www.knowmercy.org .
Despite some significant differences in how we
worship, how we interpret certain passages of the
Bible, how we govern ourselves, and what the
clergy wear for worship (ok, there are a lot of
differences), they are our brothers and sisters in
Christ, and | pray that people will come to know

God in their fellowship.

Praying in the Spirit for God’s people everywhere i s
what Christians do. In an article about this new

“church plant,” | was saddened to be reminded that

the mainline Christian denominations like ours are

losing members. The cause of the decline in
membership is attributed to the perception that

churches like ours are no longer “relational”; that is,
worshippers find the focus on programsto hinder

rather than support our relationships. As much as
we are engaged in doing liturgy, outreach, pastoral

care, education, and stewardship, we can often
forget that we are living together,honestly, openly,
trustingly, with God and each other in Christ. So,

the Spirit leads me to pray about this perception

which is at least partly true.

Some of us spend so much time managing people in
order to get noble and virtuous things done - going

to meetings; navigating and negotiating conflicts;

scheduling the next meeting, getting the next thing

done - that the times for prayer, holy reading,

reflection, and building relationships are drowned

out, and the soul of the church can sometimes be
suffocated. | would like to make yet another pitch
for small groups, such as the Pastorates or the
Coventry Groups. At this point it might be that ou r
parish is so thirsty that it doesn’t much matter wh at
form our small groups take. Perhaps a hybrid of the
prayerful and the social? | trust that the Spirit is
leading our discernment.

| am also praying for the Hampshire Mosque these
days. It was wonderful to welcome their iman,
Brother Mohammed, for several services at Grace
Church when we mourned the plunge taken by our
global society in the wake of the tragic events of
September 11, 2001. It was also an honor for many
of us at Grace Church to celebrate the opening of
their first house of worship in the Carriage Shops.
Brother Mohammed has been ready to answer my
phone calls whenever we've sought to collaborate in
prayer and withess to God’'s peace. They are people
of devout and faithful prayer, peace, holiness, and
holy friendship. You can learn about their mission
to work for understanding and harmony among all
people at their website:

www.hampshiremosque.org .

The Spirit sometimes urges my prayers through
pain, and it pains me to hear what | hope against
hope is not true: that the possibility of the

Hampshire Mosque’s moving to a site on the
Ambherst side of Harkness Road is being met with
some anti-Muslim fear and hostility, thinly veiled as
concerns about traffic and sanitation. It has beena
relief to see the members of Grace Church who live
on Harkness speaking in support of our neighbors

in faith. The members of Hampshire Mosque are
children of Abraham, as we are. Please join me in
my prayers for an amicable and loving resolution to

this conflict.

| also hold the Jewish Community of Amherst in my
prayers as they prepare to welcome a new young
rabbi to lead them into their next chapter of life.
Grace Church shares some common values with the
JCA, and it occurs to me that we could easily
plagiarize their mission statement, replacing “Grac e
Church” and “Christian/Episcopal” in the mission
statement that | found on their website,

WWW.J-C-a.0rg :
The Jewish Community of Amherst is dedicated




to creating and maintaining an open, dynamic,
spiritual and participatory membership. We

believe a strong commitment to Jewish values
and embracing the spiritual richness of our
traditions enables our diverse community to

meet the challenges of our contemporary world.
We value openness and welcome all - gays and
lesbians, singles, interfaith couples, people of
color, differently-abled people, and those of
limited economic means.

When Israel attacked Gaza a year and a half ago, |
was invited by the current (now outgoing) rabbi,
David Dunn Bauer to attend a special meeting at the
JCA. | learned what might be obvious to many but
bears repeating: the members of our neighboring
synagogue feel a range of emotions regarding the
current situation in the Middle East: shame, pride,
anger, hope, fear, exasperation, depression, and
hope.

Again, the Spirit sometimes works through us in
pain and confusion, leading us to bend the knees of
our heart. When Ben Weiner, their new rabbi,

arrives with his family this summer, | will be eage r
to welcome him on behalf of Grace Church.

The Spirit also works through moments of
encouragement and hope, leading us to prayers of
thanksgiving. The Interfaith  Opportunities
Network (ION) is one of several groups that are
striving to encourage conversation among the
“Children of Abraham.” | am grateful for the work
of many in our Church, including Zina Tillona,
DeAnne Riddle, Mary Matthews, and others in the
Episcopal Peace Fellowship, in whom God’s Dream
of Peace is so evident. This interfaith ecumenical
work is not easy. There is sacrifice. Relationships
once thought to be secure and safe can be tested
Peacemakers rely on the love of God that is wider
than we can imagine.

As the Holy Spirit moves you, | hope that you also
will pray with me: that all people may find
themselves embraced and healed, and that the
image of God among us be restored. May God work
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish
God’'s purposes on earth as in heaven.

KL

The Feast of the Ascension:
Thursday, May 13, at 7pm

Come celebrate with songs of joy and thanksgiving
the day of Christ’s Exaltation into that¢teavenly Pl
and the promise that we too will AscémdH ton riei gyhon.

The Feast of the Ascension is tieicramititsghofpe. Just as we celebratewat C
God dwells among us in the flegtelsmateecadl8saension the promise thHatmre w
God in the celestial places. Comandilydle lofothers and sisters ashe €irooen |

of God’s dance with humanity in Christ.

An intensive 6 day studio at Grace Church Parish Ha
June 21-26, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

No previous artistic experience is needsdcon writing is a contemplative
form of inner experience as well as an artistgcghiline. For more information,
please contact Sandy Lillydahl at 549-274€ldlydahl@library.umass.edu
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“Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and thedty Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church.
The bond which God establishes in Baptism is iotlikde.”

The Book of Common Prayer, p. 298

This May, Hilary will be offering baptism preparati classes for youth, children, and/or familieshwiitfants
who are interested in being baptized on June @reTare three class sessions for the catechisithG@mame
for those preparing to be baptized) and their fesuillf you're interested, please let Hilary knowAypril 30

(call 256-6754x105, or emdibw@gracechurchamherst.or@ates and times will be set up after we knoy
who will be participating and when folks are avhita

| would like to send out a huge THANK YOU to http:/pages.teamintraining.org/ma/Canyon210/hkieger
everyone who has donated to my Grand Canyon fund¥ou can also donate by writing a check out to t
raising efforts for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and either give

me as | hike down into the Canyon on
May 17. So far I've raised $3,000 of my?
$4,350 goal.
If you're interested in helping me to raise thE ™ :
last $1,350, feel free to check out my website at:

journey. | look forward to sharing
pictures with everyone when | get bacl

Hilary Bogert-Winkler

A Note from the Curate

—from the curate’s mouth, so to

speak— that | plan on continuing my
ministry at Grace. The part-time nature
of my position here will allow me to

.- 1 pursue my studies and to continue my
¥ ministry with the children and youth of

S this parish. | believe that God has lots in
store for us here, and | can’'t wait to be a

As some of you may know through
conversations we had after church in the fall,
this year | applied to several doctoral programs /i
in the area. | am thrilled to announce that this<
fall 1 will be starting a PhD program in histor;?x"ﬁrng‘
at the University of Connecticut. More %
importantly, though, | want to let you all know

part of it Hilary Bogert-Winkler
! #
$% & & " ' #

Society. | can't begin to tell you how much this to me or put it in my mailbox by May*11 will
means to my family and to me—I am .77 ~ then send the checks as a group to the
honored that so many of you have shareg. ™. processing office in Cincinnati.

not only your money, but also your; /7 ;

stories. | will be carrying you all with ;

Q i Again, thank you all so much for youf
/7& prayers and support as | make thjs

ne
it




Quiet Day - Saturday, May 29 9 - Noon

Joining Jesus in the wilderness: A walking pilgrima ge in the woods of Ashfield ,
led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas

Our second outdoor pilgrimage of the season will be held in the Hilltowns, about 45 minutes
northwest of Amherst. Come for a silent walk on 20 0+ acres, along trails

that meander beside beaver ponds and through woods and fields. Our

Quiet Day will be held from 9:00 a.m. to Noon at th e Ashfield home of the

Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas and Robert A. Jonas. W e will gather for prayer

and conversation at 9:00 a.m., followed by ample ti me for solitude, silence,

gazing, and walking, as we open ourselves to encoun ter the Risen Christ.

The Quiet Day will end at noon, but if you would li ke to linger for lunch afterward, please
bring a sandwich. We encourage carpooling. If you need or can offer a ride, please contact

Margaret ( mbj@gracechurchamherst.org ).

Directions from Amherst to 274 Phillips Road, Ashfi eld (allow 45-50 minutes from Amherst):
Take Route 9 West. Turn right on 116 North, and fol low signs for 116N. From Yankee
Candle Company, stay on 116N for about 13 miles, he ading up into the hills. Coming into
Ashfield, on your left you will see St. John’s Epis copal Church and a circular concrete
planter. On your right, opposite the church, you w il see a small sign for Baptist Corner
Road that says “Baptist Cor Rd.” Turn right on Bap Cor Rd. and travel about 3 miles. (After
a mile, the road forks; keep to the left). You wil | pass Graves’ farm and golf course on your
left. Take the next left, which is Phillips Road ( if you get to March Road, you've gone too
far). Our house (#274) is near the end of the road on the right (a weathered old house with
red trim and surrounded by split rail fences, with solar panels in the field). Please park in
the driveway or across the street (note: this unpav ed rural road does not appear on most
online maps and needs to be approached from Baptist Corner  Rd).

Ashfield phone — (413) 625-2888.

Keep your eyes and ears open for more informattmugthe Grace Church Garden tour on Juné.19 “Jae
There will be 7-8 gardens featured, and ticket$ balon sale in late May at coffee hours. g
s

Love Jesus? Like rock band U2? Then you're in lu€kt April 30 at 8 PM Grace will
be hosting a U2charist. This service follows tierdy from Enriching Our Worship
and uses music from U2. For those not familiahwitis band, they're one of the
most successful pop groups in history whose musienocontains Christian
messages. Front-man Bono is very active in issuesunding global poverty,
particularly with the ONE campaign. The servicd vake place in the church,
but it will be different than what you might be dséo—there will be a
projector and screen instead of bulletins, andi¢iing will be more of what
you'd expect to see at a concert. It's an expeggmou won’t want to miss!

The purpose of the service is to raise awarenegatahe Millennium Development
Goals. The monetary offering will go to support BDwork in Haiti. We will also be
collecting a food offering to support those serbbgdhe Amherst Survival Center, so please bringoal f
item to the service as well!




GYC-GRACE YOUTH IN COMMUNITY

May is a busy month for the Grace Youth, as we gtarding down for the summer. Most
important to us is all the activity surrounding ‘i@om not Conform” and our confirmation
service in Springfield. On May"8t 6pm we will have an iConfirm servicecognizing the
work that the confirmands and high school clas€ldone this year. Everyone is invited to
come support our youth!

As always, this schedule is subject to adjustménts|ll send out an email when/if changes are elad

April 30 7:00-9:00 PM: U2charist. Youth helpiogt at this service should be at church by 7.
The service starts at 8 for those not helgg wishing to attend.

May 22: Diocesan confirmation service at the €dthl in Springfield. More details will be comisgon!
Four of our young people will be confirmed at thetti&dral.
Elizabeth B., Rebecca F., Kenneth P., and Anna S.
Your prayers will be most welcome.

May 23 9:30 AM: Graduating senior recognitiorthet 9:30 service. Come support our graduates!

Book Collection

At the May 9 Liturgy in the Round service, we wlle collecting picture books for the Sheffield
School in Turner’s Falls in memory of our sisteaddrising. Joan’s daughter, Elizabeth Musgrave, is
the principal of the school. They recently expahtieinclude first and second grade, and the hbrar
is in need of picture books (new or gently usedl)this age group. Please bring the books to the
parish hall before the 10:30 Liturgy in the Rourdvice on May 9, and we will present them as our
offering that day.
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Campaign. We brought the message that sound scienc
and religion are united on the importance of adsngs
climate change. Faith groups of all kinds shadeep
concern about the detrimental effects of climatancfe

on people and on humanity — especially the poond- a

all God’s creation.

Our visit was timely, as Senator John Kerry wasuabo
to release a climate change bill to the Senate.ukyed
Senators Brown and Kerry to con-sider provisions in
the bipartisan cap and dividend bill called the GE=
Act, which would cut carbon emissions while
protecting the poor and middle class from energgepr
increases in a simple, efficient and effective wilye
also visited the offices of Representatives Nedl an

Olver.

Chris and DeAnne Riddle, Lucy Robinson, MargardiitBudonas

We ended the day with a visit to an inspirational
Tibetan shrine on display at the Sackler Gallery.

Grace Church Goes to Washington
Margaret Bullitt-Jonas led a small group from Gr&eurch to Washington DC as part of the Climate 3

Happy MAY Birthday to you!

1 James Aas

2 Ellen Dickinson
Veronica Chapman
Sharon Wells
Sam Lowry
Kendall Fox

3 Curtis Orvis
Julie Nelson
Kathy Shaw

4 Alexandra Dawson
Beth Hart

5 Noah Beach

6 Natalie Moss

7 James Allison

Brendan Coughlin

8 Cheryl Johnston

9 Chris Riddle

10 Phyllis Page
Sara Stelzner

11 Ethan Floquet
Steve Abdow

12 Cami Elbow

13 Betty Carter
Ingeborg Freitag
Brendan Sullivan
Julianna Eve
Bridget Lowry

14 Kerry Brown

15 Dorothy Morse
Sarah Turgeon

15 Elsa Seterdahl
16 Sarah Boy
Libby Maxey
17 Marion Rosenau
Ben Allison
18 Marianne Spanos
19 Mary Ellen Shaughan
Ann Wood
20 Pamela Wilkinson
23 Sheila Mammen
25 Madeline Cann
27 Doug Adler
Lucy Westphal
28 Kent Faerber
30 Brown Kennedy
Owen Stebbins
31 Jeanette Erard
31 Michael Erard




Friday, April 30 8:00 p.mU2charist (see description in this issue of Grace Notes)

— Church

Saturday, May 1 5:30 p.ridervices Auction,one of our biggest fundraiserst
Church

Sunday, May 2 9:15 a.mMngel Choir rehearsal— Parish Hall

9:30 a.m. (during Sunday Schodbunday Forum -“Praying
With Children” led by the Rev. Hilary Bogert-Winkler. Have
you wondered how to pray with children? Do you eember
praying with your family as a child? Does your fanhiave
particular prayer practices that you would likeskare? Do you
know any prayers especially suitable for childremthis forum,
we will discuss why we pray with children, and shatteas about
different ways to pray with them. Coffee and snaskkbe
provided.

9:30 a.mPastoral Care Commission- Parker Room

11:30 a.mSafe Church Committee All are welcome. —Parker
Room

12:30 p.mlconography — Garth end of Parish Hall
Wednesday, May 5 11:30 a.®hawl Ministry — Parker Room

6:30 p.mAdult Education “John Newton and the Progress of
Grace,” led by the Rev. Hilary Bogert-Winkler. hinNewton
Is perhaps best known as the eighteenth centwg shaner-
turned abolitionist who penned the hymn, “Amazing¢z.”
However, he was also a priest in the Church of &mjland a
committed evangelical Christian. In a series oééhletters,
Newton describes a three-stage path of spirituatldpment
that he calls the “progressive work of grace.”His tclass we
will read the three letters from Newton describihig progress,
and think about it in relation to our own faith jaeys. A copy
of the letters is available in Annie’s office. Wyt pot-luck
supper precedes Adult Ed. at 6:00 pm. Please bood)or
drink to share, if you are able. — Parish Hall

7:00 p.m.Inquirers Class— Connector




Thursday, May 6
Saturday, May 8

Sunday, May 9

Tuesday, May 11

Wednesday, May 12

Thursday, May 13

Friday, May 14

Saturday, May 15

Sunday, May 16

5:00 p.Miutreach Commission— Connector
10:30 a.mMot Bread Alone— First Congregational Church

10:30 a.rhiturgy in the Round We will be collecting picture
books for the Sheffield School in Turner’s Fallsmemory of our
sister Joan Rising. See entry in this issue ot&hotes for
details. — Parish Hall

12:00 p.mEpiscopal Peace Fellowship- Parker Room
5:30 p.rhiturgical Commission — Rob’s Office
7:00 p.mVestry Meeting — Connector

11:30 a.Bhawl! Ministry (bring your lunch today). — Parker
Room

6:30 p.m.Adult Education “Christian Healing,” led by the Rev.
Ann Wood. Tonight we will focus on inner healirgg, as it is
sometimes known, the healing of emotions, or hgalif
memories. We all carry “wounds” which we have pidlkup during
our journey through life. How can we heal theseimds and find
greater peace within? We will discuss what blatiese might be
to such healing, look at references to healin§anpture, and
spend some time practicing what we have learielight pot-
luck supper precedes Adult Ed. at 6:00. Pleasg bood or drink
to share, if you are able. — Parish Hall

7:00 p.m.Inquirers Class— Connector

7:00 p.m. Ascension Servic&eme celebrate

with songs of joy and thanksgiving the day of
Christ’'s Exaltation into the Heavenly place and
the promise that we too will Ascend to reign
with Him in glory.

7:00 a.nMen’s Group — Parker Room

9:00 a.m. -- Nodlean up Day. Come one and all to help
spruce up for spring. You don’t have to stay foee hours; even
Y% hour is helpful.

11:45 a.r8unday Forum“The Hidden Side of Retirement:
Caring for Our Aging Parents - and Aging Selvesd by
Kathryn Hedgepeth and Kevyn Smith. Are you ready to




Tuesday, May 17

Wednesday, May 19

become your parent’s parent? Thanks to healtifestyles
and modern medicine, life spans are regularly eteninto
the 80’s and 90’s. That means that retirees im @@Es and
70’s are still caring for their parents even ay tthemselves
move toward old age. This forum will offer some\aass to
guestions such as: What can | do to maintain a goadity
of life as | age? How do | know when it’s time tos
driving? Is Dad safe living alone? Is Mom'’s forggtiess
dementia or normal aging? Where can | get help?t\Aftea
our local care options?

» Kathryn Hedgepeth is Vice President for EducadldPrograms
for the Massachusetts-New Hampshire Chapter oAthleeimer’s
Association. Kathryn has worked for the Alzheimé&sssociation
for almost 15 years and now oversees deliveryroflyaand
professional education programs across Massachaisett

» Kevyn Smith, Nurse Practioner, coordinates thet®al Care
Commission at Grace Church. During the week shieddHealth
and Wellness Director at a retirement communitybdth roles
she works with families, caregivers and supportaceng daily life
and intermittent crises related to agingParish Hall

12:30 p.mlconography — Garth end of Parish Hall
Hilary hikes the canyon today!

6:30 p.Adult Education (This session continues on May
26 & June 2)“The Great Book: Everything you veahto know
about the Bible but haven’t had a chance t¢’ és#t by the Rev.
Dr. Susan Schaeffer. The course will give a@resew of the
Bible’s content in just three weeks. Topic®€eéocovered will
include: The history of Israel, according te ttiblical narratives;
early Christian expressions of belief in Jesus) God is; the
theological themes of creation, sin, covensalijation; how the
Bible is read in the Synagogue and the Chuvah lectionaries);
praying with the Bible (the hours or officesctio divina, or
meditative prayer). Participants are encourdgdaing their
guestions -- and, if possible, a Bible (prebéyaan NRSV) -- to the
class.

» Susan Schaeffer is Assisting Priest at Grace €linand

has a Ph.D. in New Testament from Union Thecéd@&eminary
in New York. A light pot-luck supper preceddsit Ed. at

6:00 p.m. Please bring food or drink to shafgou are able—
Parish Hall




Saturday, May 22 9:00 a.nConfirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation Please
contact the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld (arh@gracechurcleastlor) or
the Rev. Susan Schaeffer (ses@gracechurchamhg)st.you
would like more information. — Christ Church Catredd

Springfield.

Sunday, May 23 9:30 a.m. (one morning service

today)

The Day of Pentecost:
Whitsunday

12:00 p.m. Pentecost Picnic

Wednesday, May 26 6:30 p.wdult Education “The Great Book: Everything you
wanted to know about the Bible but haven’'t had ancle to ask”
See entry for Adult Ed on May 19 for details.

Saturday, May 29 9:00 a.ruiet Day “Joining Jesus in the wilderness: A walking
pilgrimage in the woods of Ashfield,” led by the\Rélargaret
Bullitt-Jonas. See details in this issue of Grsloges.

Sunday, May 30 Trinity Sunday

The deadline for Graced$osubmissions is the 1 2f each month

The Ministers of Grace Church All the Baptized (se&he Book of Common Prayeip. 854-855)

The Rev. A. Robert Hirschfel®Rector

arh@gracechurchamherst.org

The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-JonaBriest Associate mbj@gracechurchamherst.org
The Rev. Hilary Bogert-WinkleRriest Associate hbw@gracechurchamherst.org

The Rev. Susan E. Schaeffagsisting Priest
The Rev. Ann Wood)eacon

Elizabeth HartDirector of Music

Richard DamonQrganist

Ann HondrogenParish Administrator

Jane AndreserRarish Bookkeeper

David Ulen,Sexton

ses@gracechurchamherst.org
deaconapw@gracechurchamherst.org
beth@gracechurchamherst.org
256-6754
annie@gracechurchamherst.org
jpa@gracechurchamherst.org
du@gracechurchamherst.org




The Wardens and Vestry of Grace Church

Senior Warden: Tom Dougherty
531 Bay Rd

Amherst, MA 01002
tdougherty@packagingcorp.com

Junior Warden: Kathy Glime
65 Sunset Ave.

Amherst, MA 01002
kglimelamotte@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Tom Baker
137 Shutesbury Rd.
Amherst, MA 01002
thelbaker@comcast.net

Assistant Treasurer: DeAnne Riddle
252 Strong Street

Ambherst, MA 01002
riddlecd@comcast.net

Clerk: Ann S. Lowell
P.O. Box 2592
Amherst, MA 01004
ann@tarsicius.net

Class of 2011

Nate Brown

1 Poets Corner Rd.
Ambherst, MA 01002
amherstbrown@gmail.com

Janine Kelly

103 Harlow Drive
Amherst, MA 01002
rikelly@crocker.com

Louise Lavine

1133 North Pleasant St.
Amherst MA 01002
louise.lavine@gmail.com

Class of 2012

Don Allison

57 Bay Road
Amherst, MA 01002
djaesg@aol.com

Melinda Reid

11 Hunters Hill

Amherst, MA 01002
melindatebbetts@gmail.com

Katie Schendel

34 Berkshire Terrace
Ambherst, MA 01002
kschendel@piercelaw.edu

Class of 2013

Jeffrey DeSantis

23 Greenleaves Dr.
Ambherst, MA 01002
jeffrey_desantis@yahoo.com

Chris Rivers

64 Ferry Hill Rd.
Granby, MA 01033
Cr32599@hotmail.com

Sara Stelzner

8 Greenleaves Dr.
Amherst, MA 01002
saras@acad.umass.edu

Youth Representative
Melissa Freitag

6 Amherst Dr.

Hadley, MA 01035-3523

The Rev'd A. Robert Hirschfeld, Rector
(w) 413-256-6754 arh@gracechurchamherst.org

Grace Episcopal Church14 Boltwood Avenue Amherst, MA 01002 413-256-6754

www.gracechurchamherst.org




