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On Conflict and Playful Experimentation

I’'m convinced that if we all felt

everything was perfect at Grace
Church, we would be really
bored and feel stagnant, if not
spiritually dead. It only takes a
quick look at the scriptures to
see that the Holy Spirit

constantly moves the church
into new ways of being in the

world.  When the disciples
cowered in a locked room,
paralyzed with fear, Jesus

shows up and breathes his
peace on them, saying,

“Receive the Holy Spirit”

and empowers them to be in
Christ’'s presence in the world.

In the book of Acts, the

disciples are anxious about who
will take Judas’ place -- the
“institutional memory” says that

there have to be 12. They draw
lots, and a fellow named
Matthias is picked. But

immediately the Holy Spirit

blows in, the small band of 12 is
turned inside out, the Gospel is
spread throughout the world,
and poor Matthias is never
mentioned again. So much for
the status quo

It seems presumptuous to say
that we are always obedient to
the same Holy Spirit at Grace
Church. But it seems to me that
there is evidence that something
holy is at play in our life
together. There are two
characteristics of Grace Church
that are signs of our parish’s
“spiritual health:” conflict and
playful experimentation.

Conflict. It's a good thing. (I
say with my teeth slightly on

edge.) We see things differently
because God placed each of us
at different Global Positioning
Coordinates. Not to mention

our differences in gender,
economic circumstances,
abilities, talents, challenges,

ages -- you name it. Love
would not be love if we were all
the same; love is what happens
after the collisions. And there
are collisions.

| have come to believe that even
in the life of God the Trinity
there is conflict:“Please take
this cup from me...Not my will,
but your will.” There are two
wills here.“My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?”
Where is the Holy Spirit on
Good Friday if not straining to
keep the whole cosmos intact
even as it is being rent asunder
on the Cross?

It occurs to me that our parish
has some healthy conflicts that
keep us alive and alert to each
other.

What is the balance between
our contemplative worship and
our active service in the world?

How do we hold together the
pulls of our modern child-

rearing with the need to come

together to support, nourish, and
feed each other’'s souls in real,
not merely virtual, friendship?

How can we incorporate the
many people who come to us
every month without being
afraid of how, through them, the
Holy Spirit may be changing,
transfiguring us? Yes, |

presided at a U2charist and
actually liked it.

How do we say the Creed with

integrity when our reason i
telling us it makes no sense?

Can | belong to a church whog
members:

a) Believe in the bodily
resurrection of Jesus?

b) Don't believe in the bodily
resurrection of Jesus?

c) Don't really think too
much about the bodily
resurrection of Jesus?

d) Wonder who is Jesus?

e) Just want to seek Jesus in
whatever way Jesus might
show up because beggars
can’'t be choosers?

f) All of the above?

We are a church full of seeke
and finders, losers, winner
weepers, and above all, hope
against hopers. Yes. There
conflict. This may not be the
“easiest” parish, but by God’
grace people still show up an
pull together. Mostly.

The other characteristic that h
been noted is our “playfu
experimentation.” We are ng

rigid and set in our ways.

Again, mostly. Remember the
time we decided, at my urging
to change the fiscal year and t
stewardship season? At tk
same time we initiated the

Restoration Campaign? It wag
an experiment, we said. Or ho
about when we moved the Alta
to the Parish Hall during th
renovations? Or when w
occasionally use Enriching Out
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Worship, the Supplement to the
Book of Common Prayer?
Remember the Wedding Fast?
Yes, people let me know what
they like or dont like,
sometimes in no uncertain
terms. But rarely is there the
emotional extortion that says,
“You folks do that and I'm
outta here!” It happens, but not
that often, thankfully.

Sometimes we fail, and we fail

big time. In those moments we
rely on the Creed that reminds
us that Jesus failed, publicly and
miserably, to show us that there
is nothing to be afraid of. We

can depend on God the Holy
Spirit to turn disappointments

and obstacles into occasions of
renewal.

Playful Experimentation
happens when we roll out “what
if” scenarios.

Here are a few that
occurred to me:

What if we were to offer three
services on Sunday mornings?

have

What if we keep the 8 o’clock
pretty much as it is; offer a
service from 9:15 to 10 am for
families with young children
with a homily, music, and
prayers that are more like the
Liturgy in the Round; and then
offer the 10:30 service pretty
much just as it is? [I've been
pondering and advocating this
idea almost ever since | arrived
here and it's either my own stiff
“necked-ness” or the
persistence of the Holy Spirit
that keeps me returning to the
idea. |see it as a Pentecost idea
in that we are being asked to
speak the gospel, and share the
bread, in a new language.

There is a whole new
demographic of people in our
community who simply don’t
speak the same liturgical dialect
we are used to. Not all would
welcome a change. It would
require more people to assist the
Altar Guild and require more
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors,
and Counters. We would need

Pentecost Sunday

photo/R.Winslow

Confirmed on Saturday, May 22, 2010--
Elizabeth Baker, Kenneth Page, Rebecca Freitag, and

Our Congratulations to our Confirmands and to Patri
and to Peter Stewart Carino who was Reaffirmed.

cia Irene Tillona who was Received,

to bolster
ministry.
bad?

What if? What if we had &
monthly coffee or tea with thg
rector in the Old Rectory whe
all newcomers would bg
especially  welcomed, an
would be offered a place in

pastorate or coventry group,

another ministry?

What if? What if we had ushels
at the front of the church durin
communion to assist with th
choreography at the rail?

our welcoming
Would that be so
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Feel free to share your own
“what ifs” with God, with me,
with the Vestry, and your
brothers and sisters here |at
Grace Church. “What if” is a
guestion that invites the playfu
experimentation that we are
known for, and that could be |a
sign of the Holy Spirit weaving
us more fully into the very life
of God, the Holy Trinity.

KL

In Christ’s love,

Anna Setterdahl.




Vestry Highlights -- May 11, 2010

Katie Schendel shared a moving, humorous, andgtiteprovoking meditation “Eat,
Pray and Love” about discussing Baptism with héldobn who, will be baptized on Pentecos
She compared a family meal in the privacy of theime to the larger family, the parish, who
share a meal at the Eucharist. In each instaneey@ne eats together, prays together and Iqg
together.

Rob introduced Dave Williams from the Garden MiryisCommittee, who shared some
of the dreams of that committee and showed a hlagegh the grounds as they envision it.
They see three distinct areas for attention ané kdwdget for the first — the Columbarium.
Projects to be done as funds allow are the froti@fthurch and the Garth. In both, only a tl
layer of poor soil covers much rubble, and excavasind new soil will be expensive items.
The Vestry was interested and approving of thesdea

The Vestry voted to extend until 2015 the parighuarantee to make up the shortfall, if
any, for the MDGs project — salaries at St. Matilsi&school in Haiti. The Outreach
Commission raises funds for this.

Sunday evening Eucharist will not be held fromeJtsmSeptember. Much needed wor
will be done on the Chapel — volunteer labor isdeeke

A search is underway for someone to take on thisliPaife Commission, except the
newcomer and funeral ministries, which Diana Spuwgil continue to do. A discussion aboy
the mission and shape of the Commission followledt too large to be effective?

All are urged to take part in the Tours of Pausieirs’ Gardens on June™9 a fundraiser
for the Garth landscaping.

Work Day this weekend will include pruning shrudssthe north side of the Old Rectorn
so that lead abatement can proceed and the nolitbamabe painted. Tell Kathy Glime if you
can help with painting

The Services Auction raised $9,000 before expenses

Concerning the lawsuit against Grace Church, thetdff has reduced his demands by
half, now $260,000. We agree that we owe $95,000.

The Treasurer reported a good month. Cleaningcgecosts are still over budget. The
reserve funds have been fully funded for a year.

It was voted unanimously to empower Jeff DeSantigepresent the parish at Diocesar
Convention.

Discussion concerning rental of spaces at Gracedbh- a definite policy and a rate
scale will be drawn up.

Ann S. Lowell, Clerk
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Congratulations Graduates
We have had the pleasure of watching many of you gr ow up, and we wish you all the very best in
the next phase of your lives. You're in our though ts and prayers.
Please keep us posted.

High School Graduates: Fiona Lowry (New Englandt€efor Circus Arts), Melissa Freitag,
Willie Hirschfeld, Isaac Lavine, Luke Abdow, Meg lamlay, and Calla Chase.
College Graduates: Kellen Dougherty, Stewart Dough&en Klock, and Sally Clegg




Alleluia. We are pleased to announce that the Bishop hasdipextend Rev. Ann Wood's
appointment here as our Deacon for at least one year. Ann has been the Deacon at Grace Churcé si
2007, and she is also the Interfaith Chaplain atl€oDickinson Hospital; her services here are whpad by
appointment of the Bishop.

Thank you, Bishop Scruton, and thank you Ann; @ ldessing to have your calm and warm presenceedter
Grace Church.

Iconography workshop with Nikita Andrejev
of the Prosopon School of Iconography

An intensive 6-day studio at Grace Church Paristh+aune 21-26, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

No previous artistic experience is needed, @s writing is a contemplative form of inner expage as well as
an artistic discipline. For more information catt&andy Lillydahl at 549-2748lillydahl@library.umass.edu

Summer is just around the corner!

During the months of July and August there willdme Sunday Service--at 9:30 a.m.
Annie’s office hours will be from 9 to 12, Mondayriday, beginning on June 29with voice mail and email
on Friday from 9 to 12.

Adult Christian Fellowship and Education—Going Strong

Our Wednesday night spring program is in full bloaswe complete a three-week series on the Biydiehy the
Rev. Dr. Susan Schaeffer (“The Great Book: Evenghjiou wanted to know about the Bible but haveaxt tihe
chance to ask,” ending June 2), and begin an intrggtwo-part series on the spirituality of St. ke, led by
Patricia Appelbaum, Ph.D. (“Spirituality and histoimages of St. Francis,” June 9 and 16).

As we look back over the year, we are gratefulltavho led or attended a class, brought in foodtfar potluck,
talked, prayed, read books, asked questions, arédlheir faith. Thanks to everyone who madeaoiut
program so successful.

We are already hard at work designing next yeaogfam. Thank you for your suggestions and support
along the way.
Jane Beebe and the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas

The minutes before and after worship on Sundaysesezved for
meditation and prayerful reflection accompaniedh®yorgan prelude and
postlude. We are delighted that our bonds witthedher are renewed and
strengthened when we come together each Sundawyebask that
conversation be reserved for spaces outside thetigag before and after
the Service.
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The seven gardens of parishioners are located in
Belchertown, South Amherst, downtown, North
Ambherst, Leverett and Shutesbury.

The Garden Ministry is holding a garden tour on

June 19 as a fund-raiser for new landscaping fr th
church grounds.

Some feature vegetables and fruits as well as
ornamentals. Some have garden sculpture as well
decorative fences and stone walls. One garden ha
grape vine for making juice and wine. Another has
seedlings from the old Grace Church katsura tree.
There are country gardens, a French potager, sha
gardens and the beginnings of a labyrinth at the
home of Rob and Polly.

Tickets will be sold at coffee hours on May 30, &un
6 and June 13. They will also be available in the
church office, at Hastings store and in the gardensg
on tour day. Prices are $15 per adult or $20 for a
family, in advance, and $20 per adult and $25 per
family on tour day.

There will be beverages and cookies for sale inesg
gardens, as well as plants. All proceeds will bedus
for new plantings and supplies for the front of the

“Grace Gardeners at Home” garden tour will be held  .,urch. the Columbarium and the Garth.

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is a self-guided touthna
map included in the ticket brochure. Bring a friend (and your camera)!

Confirmation Class

Come hear about the Confirm not Conform program and  find out more
about what we'll be doing next year.

You might have heard talk this year about a program  at Grace called “Confirm not Conform.” If
you were at the service on May 23rd, you got a litt le taste of what the confirmands have been up
to this year.

We're going to be offering the same program for the 2010-11 school year as well! If you're in at
least eighth grade (or have a child who is) and are interested in confirmation-particularly in
taking part in this really awesome program--Hilary will be holding an information session on
June 6 after the 10:30 service in the Parish Hall. If you have questions, email Hilary!
hbw@gracechurchamherst.org

New recycling rules are posted on the Greening Grac e bulletin board.

Alas, Amherst and Northampton residents can no long er recycle clear plastic containers with
“clamshell” lids (such as lettuce containers) or th ose marked with “6” in the triangle.  Thanks for
recycling everything you can -- and for avoiding no n-recyclable packaging when possible. When
you bring home leftovers from a restaurant, you mig ht ask for a wrapper that can be recycled,
such as aluminum foil.
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How can | keep from singing?

There are those for whom these words from a
good old hymn are not just a fleeting thought, but
a constant prayer and a way of life. Who are
those people who sit in front of the church and
sing? They are the Grace Church Choir, members
of a ministry with a long history here. The choir

is mentioned iMThe History of Amhersa huge

tome published in 1896, as follows: (in the

section about Grace Church, pp. 246-249):

The Episcopal Church in Amherst...has ever been
noted for the excellence of its music at religious
services. At the first meeting of the vestry, a
committee was appointed to form a choir. The
records contain frequent allusions to the church
music, and liberal sums were annually appropri-
ated for its maintenance. Soon after the church
was erected it was furnished with a fine organ. As
early as 1875, ladies were engaged to sing in the
choir.

The choir is also mentioned in numerous archival
records -- one of them, from 1916, speaks of
singers taking the train from Northampton to
Ambherst to sing at Grace Church, and there are
numerous photographs of the choir through the
ages.

Just as countless choir members over a 146-year
history have dedicated their musical service to
Grace Church, our current group is one of Grace’s
most faithful group of volunteers, giving at least
5-6 hours of their time per week (and more during
church holiday seasons) for most of the church
year. Even during “low Sundays” and summers,
they are found in the pews worshipping with their
voices — because, indeed, they simply can’t keep

from singing. Together with Dick Damon, we are
a musical church family and we have great fun
together. This has been my tenth year as Music
Director at Grace and I, most genuinely, love
every minute of it. Some of you know that | was
here at Grace as a child, and began singing in this
choir myself at the age of 13. My joy in it has
never faded. This work holds great depth of
meaning for all of us who are drawn to praise God
with our hearts and voices.

The choir was commissioned on May 2
(commissioning is an annual liturgical observance
for various ministries, which recognizes and
renews their commitment to service), with these
words: “You have been called as members of the
Choir. Will you, as long as you are engaged in
this work, perform it with diligence, and faithfull
and reverently execute the duties of this ministry
to the honor of God, and for the benefit of the
members of this congregation?” All answered
resoundingly: We WILL.

Anyone who loves to sing is welcome to join the
choir, and | eagerly invite you to be with us.

After all, “Sometimes a light surprises a Christian
while s/he sings...” (Hymn 667). We’'ll be
stopping soon for our summer hiatus, but
September is the perfect time to join and enjoy,
with the wonderful folks listed below, the abiding
satisfaction of serving Grace in a musical way.
Some sing every week, and some are only able to
be with us during holiday seasons, but all are part
of the choir family. Just let me know of your
interest, and we’ll get you started.

Members of the Grace Church Choir are

Jane Beebe, Sarah Boy, Dennis Costa, Judy Dem®@etir Elbow, Lowell Friesen, Jack Goodell,
Susan Hawthorne, Mary Hocken, Ruth Hooke, Ruttakuhd, Bob Kelly, Sara Langseth,
Mark Marshall, Gary Matthews, Libby Maxey, Jim Me#&eter Mishkin, Janet Moore,
Dorothy Morse, Joan O’Brien, Nancy Parr, Mark Patan, Susan Schaeffer, Adrian Stair,
Bernice Taylor, Tim Van Cleef, and Sharon Wells.

| shall be made Thy music (John Donne)

Beth Hart, Director of Music




Happy June Birthday to....

Melinda Reid

Laura Klock
William O’Brien

Cathy Quinlan

Kellen Dougherty

Veronica Spanos
McGill

Cindy Spell
Robin Morris

Melinda Williams
Eugenie Harvey

Lloyd Craighill
Emily Schneider
Josh Soper

10

11
12
13

15
16
17
19
20
21

23
24

25 Louise Lavine
Byron Koh .
. Ben Gilsdorf
Ellie Fraser Matthew Dineen
Adam Jacobson 26 Alberta Booth
Matth .
atthew Gregory 28 Kevyn Smith
Bill Manning David Clegg
Willy Hoff )
Hly Hotimann 29 George Goodwin
Mark Barlow Bruce Oldershaw
Andrew Gnatek P(.et.e Schellgnbach
Miriam Jenkins
Chris Rivers Charles Haight
Amanda Seamans Teresa Sandle_r
Francesca Polino
Chris Hoff
fis Hofimann 30 Ruth deNyse
Jane Price Shawn Adams
Valerie vy Isaac Lavine
Aidan Wilbur

William Holladay
Mary Nancy Wood

Gyc-Grace Youth In Community

Well, we've had a great
year! From helping out

with the St. Michael's picnic

to trick-or-treating to
talking about faith and

movies to going to Boston to

participate in CityReach,

Grace Youth in Community have
been busy!

Now it's time to relax and enjoy the
summer-but be on the lookout in
August for news about what GYC
will be up to in the fall.

See you in September!

Summer Preaching Series

By popular demand, our sermons in July and Auguisteflect on each element of The Eucharist, frohe
Opening Acclamation at the beginning to The Disaliss the end. Written resources will be availaddeh
Sunday for your meditation on the day’s Gospel.




Special Events Calendar

Sunday, May 30

Wednesday, June 2

Thursday, June 3

Sunday, June 6

Monday, June 7

Tuesday, June 8

Wednesday, June 9

Trinity Sunday
Summer hiatus -- This is the last Sunday
for the 6pm Service until next fall

12:30 p.mlconography — Garth end of Parish Hall
11:30 a$mawl Ministry — Parker Room

6:30 p.mAdult Education (continued from May)- “The Great Book:

Everything you wanted to know about the Biblg baven’t had a chance

ask,” led by the Rev. Dr. Susan Schaeffer. ®@review of the Bible’s

content in just three weeks. Topics to be cedevill include:

If possible, please bring a Bible (NRSV) -tle class. A light pot-luck

supper precedes Adult Ed. at 6:00 p.m. Rleasg food or drink to share, if
you are able. — Parish HalSusan Schaeffer is Assisting Priest at Grace
Church and has a Ph.D. in New Testament fronotumheological Seminary, NY.

7:00 p.m.Inquirers Class — Connector
5:00 p.@utreach Commission— Connector
Summer Vacatiobast Day of Sunday School

12:30 p.mConfirmation Information Session— “Confirm not Conform”. If you
were at the service on May 23rd, you got kelitiste of what the confirmands wel
up to this year, and we are offering the sarmgnam next year. If you're in at
least eighth grade (or have a child who is) amdinterested in confirmation-
particularly in taking part in this really aveese program, come to Hilary’s
information session today. — Parish Hall

6:00 p.nCalendar Planning Sessiorior commission chairs, clergy, vestry, and
staff. — Connector

4:45 p.Maiti Committee Meeting — Connector
5:30 p.mLiturgical Committee Meeting — Rector’s Office
7:00 p.mVestry Meeting — Connector

11:30 asmawl Ministry — Parker Room

6:30 p.mAdult Education (June 9 and 16) “Spirituality and History: Images
of St. Francis,” led by Patricia Appelbaum. d¥lof us know and love the
story of St. Francis of Assisi, but the chubhas not always understood him in
ways familiar to us. Would we recognize a $arfis who is an evangelical, a
missionary, a forerunner of the Italian Reraie® — or even a faithful Roman
Catholic? What about an ambitious schemerrmoaa of questionable
morality? Using materials from the nineteemd aarly twentieth centuries,
as Protestants gradually embraced their prefRedtion history, we will
explore diverse images of St. Francis, and aodvwhy they emerged. We'll
also ask how history might shape our sensewbtibn — and vice versa. A




(June 9, Adult Ed. cont.)

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Wednesday, June 16
Friday, June 18

Saturday, June 19

Monday, June 21

Wednesday, June 23

light pot-luck supperqaees Adult Ed. at 6:00 p.m. Please bring food
or drink to share, if you are able. — Paristi.HRatricia Appelbaum (M.A.,
Andover Newton Theological School; Ph.D., Bodioiversity) is a historian
of American Protestantism with particular irgst in its cultural expressions.

10:30 aNot Bread Alone— First Church
12:00 p.mEpiscopal Peace Fellowship- Parker Room

9:15 a.Appreciation Brunch for Sunday School Teachers— Parish Hall
10:30 a.mLiturgy in the Round, last time until fall. — Parish Hall
12:00 p.mNewcomers Brunch- Parish Hall
12:00 p.mEpiscopal Peace Fellowship- Parker Room
12:30 p.mlconography — Garth end of Parish Hall

6:30 pAdult Education See entry for June 9.

6:30 p.rwestry Retreat potluck.

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 pviestry Retreat. — Parish Hall
9:00 a.mGrace Church Garden Tour (See article inside for details.)

9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.n€Clean up day.

9:00 a.meonography Workshop begins today and runs through
Saturday, June 26. — Parish Hall

4:00 pGarden Ministry -- Connector
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