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Dear Friends in Christ,

On the secular calendar, June is filled with
endings. We say goodbye to all sorts of
things: our classrooms, our teachers, our
regular routines. School is done for the
summer. Graduations announce that young
people are moving on to the next step in life.

As | write this letter, | am at the edge of my
own goodbyes. June 14 will be my last
Sunday at Grace Church, and a few days later
my family and | will move to Virginia, where
my husband begins a new job with the RAND
Corporation. | don’t yet know where | will
work. Already, our days are shadowed with
farewells. There is a for sale sign in front of
our house. We pack up boxes and stack them
in the basement. On to the next step in life, we
tell ourselves.

Endings, June says. But the secular calendar
is only one way of ordering our lives. The
church calendar moves to a different rhythm,
and I'm struck that the first Sunday in June is
Trinity Sunday—a day that gives us a more
nuanced message about change.

Three in one and one in three is the basic
formula of the Trinity. Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are one being—and yet three separate
and distinct entities. It's one of those
theological formulations that, on an
intellectual level, is mysterious, even
paradoxical. On an emotional level, though,
it's more comprehensible. In the Trinity, |
hear much that my heart knows to be true
about God, and about our life together in God.

In the separate persons of the Trinity we find
the separation we all know and experience at
this time of year, and at other times, too: the
freedom to make different choices, the calling
of distinctive identities, the imperative to grow
in particular ways. The God who is Three
reminds us that change will always be a part of
things.

But the God who is One tells us of continuity.
The One God reminds us that we cannot be

divided. Any separation ends in renewed
connection. We go apart only so that we
might return enriched to one another.

| believe that even though | will be away from
this parish and this place, | will not be away
from you in our shared life in God. The

bonds that the Trinity creates give us freedom
to move and change—but they also give us the
assurance that we are always braided together,
brought back to the center of God’s indwelling
presence. | can see that centering in so many
ways already. We pray for one another. We
share memories. We share ideas. And, more
mundanely, | know the Episcopal Church is
small. We are likely to all bump into each
other whether we want to or not.

| am not the only one experiencing change in
this time. (See, for example, “graduations” in
paragraph one.) Perhaps your transition is as
momentous as a child leaving home, or leaving
home yourself. Or perhaps it is the more
common rhythm of summer and vacations and
travel that takes you from this parish home.
Whatever the magnitude of change confronting
you, | encourage you to think about the
presence of the Trinity in your life—the ways

in which is sets you free, and the ways in
which it binds you. Both are gifts.

Meister Ekchart, a medieval German
theologian and mystic, wrote these words
about the Trinity: “When the Father laughs at
the Son and the Son laughs back at the Father,
that laughter gives pleasure, that pleasure gives
joy, that joy gives love, and that love is the
Holy Spirit.”

And so | wish you laughter, and pleasure, and
joy, and love. Know that | am deeply grateful
to have been among you, and know that | will
always be with you in God.

In peace and with thanksgiving,

Anne+
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Please save June 6, from 5-7:30 pm for a gardéy ggoper at the
home of Sandy Muspratt and Suzannah Fabing!

The party is for anyone who would like to know mabmut our
partnership with L’Ecole de St. Matthieu de Bayadsnpand hasn’t
yet seen Sandy’s presentation about our excitimguve.

Just bring yourselves with open hearts, eyes, argl e
The food will be delicious!

Please contact either of the co-chairs of the Haithmittee to
reserve a place.
Sandy: 256-6812, musprats@massmed.org
Mary: 5438773, mhocken@verizon.net

Vestry Highlights-May 2009 Meeting

Tom Dougherty’s opening reflection — he spoke obatrast which was brought home to him this week.
The temporal and the spiritual. We complain altbetdrain on the front lawn (which, of course, Vo
taken care of), the bathroom doors without hooks fhe changing table!) and on and on and on. And
then we learn about Jen Soper’s medical emergamtplhare, hopefully, plunged into prayer. Headg
everyone to remain constant in prayer for Jen andamily.

Anne Turner spoke of the accomplishments and cointgnneeds of the various components of Christian
Education at Grace. She was warmly thanked foexti@ordinary job she has done during her presence
with us. To say that we all will miss her is ardarstatement.

Rob spoke of the process of finding someone to fakee’s place. There are various approaches $o thi
and a group will work with him. The Vestry voterldéndorse the appointment of Jane Beebe as
Chairwoman of Adult CF&E.

Kathy LaMotte announced that a contractor has lsBesen to reroof the kitchen end of the Parish
House — he is willing to use some of the asphatigbes which are piled up out back .Melinda Reid
spoke of the plans for the grounds — Jim Sopertdpmns last week preparing and seeding the front
lawn.

Steve Abdow spoke about the operating budget. M/é&ng to keep expenses down. If everyone
would pledge, no matter how much, there would geeat feeling that 100% are included in all we do.

Tom Baker spoke about retiring the restorationgubglebt and urged all in the parish to get inrthei
answers to his questionnaire.

The Friends of Grace appeal has resulted in difebout $2,000 and many heartwarming letters have
come in. Rob will share them with the parish.

Parish-wide date to be noted — June 2, at 7 pnejagesaling service.

Ann S. Lowell, Clerk of the Vestry
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Concert at Grace Church-Sunday, June 14, 2:00 pm

To benefit L’ecole de St. Mathieu de Bayonnais,tHai

Piano Four-hands --Deborah Gilwood and Meg Kelseigh, pianists. Performing works by
Beethoven, Schubert, Debudshiatchaturian and Gershwin

We Celebrated Creation Sunday on April 26 "
You can now compost at Grace and there is a Gothic-  styled
bike rack in front of the Old Rectory. Ride in and see.
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This summer the Liturgical Arts Camp at Grace Church will celebrate its 10th year!

With the renovations complete, Liturgical Arts Camp
will be even better than ever. We will have thautch,
the Connector, the sidewalks, the Garth, and theaky
available for drawing, music, drama, stained glass,
mosaics, games, and other activities. The camp is
available for children 7 and up, with junior highoa
high school youngsters as counselors. Our workhbill

10 YEARS OF EFUN presented at both services on Sunday, Jufy 19
Join in the fun from July #3to 17", M-F, Contact Nancy Lowry -aancylowry@earthlink.nefor

more information.
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.

Next Sunday, June 7, will be the last week of Sungé&chool

On Sunday, June 14, classes will not meet, but 8uSdhool students and teachers will be recogrdeeidg the
10:30 a.m. service. All Sunday School studentsredeive a token of their participation this yeamd the fruits of
their study will be on display at coffee hour.




EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY

As members of a Christian community we
have a responsibility in our journey of faith
to identify our vocation and explore our
theology using various adult formation
methods. One way of doing this is to enroll
in the program called Education for Ministry
(EFM).

Education for Ministry is a four year

program sponsored by the Diocese of
Western Massachusetts. The curriculum
comes from the School of Theology at the
University of the South, Sewanee,
Tennessee. EFM has been in existence for
over 15 years and currently has 8,000-10,000
students enrolled in many parts of the

world. The aim of the program is to help

laity connect to their vocation and ministry.
At each seminar student’s worship together,
examine and study text and explore the art
of theological reflection using tradition,
culture and experience. Students commit to
one year at a time. They have a trained
mentor to help them through this process.
Weekly three hour seminars begin at the end

of September and finish in June at a cost of
$340 per year. Scholarships are available.

In our group students come from two
parishes in the Diocese. Although we are in
various years of the program we study
alongside each other as a group. This year
we have one graduate, Marianna Bauman
who worships at the Cathedral. We will
celebrate her achievement at Grace Church
on Wednesday June 3rd 2009 with a
Eucharist in the Chapel at 7:00 pm followed
by a reception in the Connector. The
Reverend A. Robert Hirschfeld will be the
Celebrant.

We hope that those interested in EFM and
graduates and friends of EFM will join us for
this graduation ceremony and evening of
fellowship.

Veronica Chapman

David Heyes

Donna & Steven Schneider
Mary Martini

Thanks to Anne Turner, Grace Church now has adadeacebook.
To all of you Facebook devotees: pleaseqgoingroup and be part

of the conversation.

"The prayers of the righteous powerful and effectiv. e." (James 5:16)

Special Service of Public Healing will be offered on Tuesday, June 2 at 7pm. Last \ear,
during a time of illness and grief for many in our parish, we held a service of prayers, hymns,
laying on of hands, Holy Unction and Eucharist. It seems "meet and right" for us to offer this

service again. Please come, offer prayers for youself and loved ones, both present and absent.




Notes from the Garden Ministry

To all who supported the
Plant Sale on May 2—thank
you!! Together, we netted
over $530 for landscaping and
gardening at Grace. Many
thanks to everyone who
donated great plants, helped
with tents, tables and signs,
spent a few hours selling, or
transported flats and pots up
and down the hill.

We hope to hold a similar, autumn sale that wontdude bulbs as
well as perennials, houseplants, etc. We'd likalso offer garden
books, tools (used, perhaps, but in good shapd)aaressories.
Please keep this sale in mind as you think aheéallto

Many thanks to Jim Soper, with help from Sandy Ivaisgdor
shaping and seeding our new front lawhhis improvement is so
welcome to the eye! Our entryway is now very muaren
hospitable. The mulching and reworking of poststarction
landscape sites is proceeding. While we are akefag green
grass, blooms, and beautiful shrubs and trees, appreciate the
care we’re giving our soil (and budget) by mulchfoga season.

In early summer, we’ll be working to rid the Coluantum of its
countless invasive weeds, maple whips, sumacyiteet, and so
much else that needs to go. As well, we’'ll resetsof the
walkway stones and make other improvements toysai&te hope
to install a focal Garden of Renewal with brigluvilers chosen for
their appeal to hummingbirds and butterflies.

WE WELCOME VOLUNTEERS and NEW MEMBERS!
Especially as we work to correct old problems améie new,
inviting gardens, WE NEED YOUR HELP with waterirgeeding,
deadheading, and other chores. Please contaebEttz French.
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Have you ever ... ?

Seen that kid coloring her service bulletin two rows in
front of you, and wished you knew her better?

Heard that kid talking in the back of the church and
wanted someone to teach him more about what was
happening in the liturgy so he’d listen more?

Wanted to spend some time with your own kids,
intentionally talking with them about God?

Worried about the future of the church?

If so, then you should prayerfully discern
whether you might be called to teach
Sunday School.

Grace needs adults who are willing to make
a commitment as assistant teachers for a
one-year period. Assistants work with
experienced lead teachers. Curriculum and
training can be provided; we just need your
time and your love.

Here’s what some past Sunday School
teachers have said about the experience:
“As a teacher, again | realize that | always
learn most from the children. As a Sunday
school teacher the experience has
deepened my faith, helped me to explore the
message of the Holy One through study with

the children and their responses to Scripture
and prayer, and brought me the real joy of
spreading the Gospel.”

“It's humbling to witness the dedication of
the experienced teachers and one of the

best ways to experience the family that is
Grace Church. ©

“It's an honor to get to know some of the
youngest members of our congregation.
Their insight on God's love is honest,
uncensored, and real. More people should
come and check out what we are doing
every Sunday morning!”

For more information, talk to Anne Turner or
Rob Hirschfeld.
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Monday, June 1

Tuesday, June 2

Wednesday, June 3

Saturday, June 6

Sunday, June 7

Wednesday, June 10
Saturday, June 13

Sunday, June 14

Sunday, June 21

Monday, June 22

Wednesday, June 24

Sunday, June 28

9:00 AM to 6:00 pm-Monday through Saturday. Thisdaylconography workshop
is back at Grace this summer with Vladeslav Andveyfehe Prosopon School of Icon-
ography. For more information contact Sandy Liligt—slillydahl@library.umass.edu

7:00 PMealing ServiceChurch
12:00 Phawl Ministry -Connector

7:00 PM Education for Ministry graduation and reception-Chapel and Connector
10:00 AMConfirmation at the Cathedral in Springfield

5:00 PMGarden Supper Party— learn more about our project in Haiti-
Muspratt residence

Trinity Sunday
Last Day of Sunday school
10:30 AM Liturgy In The Round -Parish Hall
After each Sunday Servicé&Semi-Annual Meeting
Please come to discuss options concerning the edimplof our Restoration Project and
other matters of concern for our congregation idiclg staffing after Anne Turner's
departure and Coventry and Pastorate Groups. yWwesmbers, Wardens, Treasurers, and
the Rector will be on hand after both the 8am &ed10:30 service in the Parish Hall.
Please plan on coming and participating in eitliegh@se meetings as your schedule
permits. We need you therdarish Hall

12:00 PEhawl! Ministry -Connector

10:30 AMNot Bread Alone-First Church

10:30 AMHoly Eucharist-Recognition of Graduating SeniorsChurch
9:15 AM Thank you Brunch for Sunday school teacher&Church
12:30 PM Piano Recital to benefit our efforts in Hait-Church

10:15 AMsummer Nursery Hoursbegin today. Regular hours resume in the fall.
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist includes a performance of The Prodigl SonChurch
Last day of School in Amherst

12:00 PB®hawl Ministry- Connector

6:00 PM L&vntemplative Servicefor the summer — Resumes again on August 30

I" #$"$%0#
& '& & & &







