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“To Grow Bigger, a Church Must Become Smaller” 
An invitation to the ongoing renewal of our Spiritual Life at Grace Church. 

 

I don’t know if this phrase originated with our 
own Bishop Gordon Scruton, but I’ve heard him 
say it a number of times. In his Trinity Sunday 
sermon, Rob suggested that he “would like us to 
spend more time together, in small groups, in 
our living rooms or dining rooms, praying, 
sharing reflections about our worship and our 
life together, and sharing our joys, sorrows, and 
our lives.” 
 

One way to do this would be to re-kindle our 
earlier plan for pastorates.  These are small 
neighborhood gatherings of parishioners who 
live in the same geographic area.  Rob found that 
The Church of England has used this concept in 
various ways for many years.  Here at Grace 
Church, the current thinking is that (thanks to 
Kitty Doughtery’s software), the address of each 
active member in the community can be plotted 
on a large map, and the borders for pastorates 
can be delineated.  A small committee can study 
these groupings and try to gather 20-30 
households into a pastorate and recruit an initial 
convener for each pastorate---a shepherd for 
each pasture.  Whether a person chose to join the 
Pastorate Program or not, s/he would be 
assigned to a geographic area that could at the 
least be used for someone needing rides to 
church or as a localized communication network 
in the event of an urgent need to spread 
information quickly.   
 

A few pastorates were formed at Grace a couple 
of years ago and the Belchertown Pastorate and 
the Pelham Pastorate continue meeting regularly.  
An ideal size for an active pastorate seems to be 
about ten. So far, it seems to take a base of about 
20-30 households to generate an active regular 
attendance of ten.  Each pastorate needs a 
convener (who by no means needs to be the  
ongoing host of the group). One of the clergy 
leads a home Eucharist at the first or second 
meeting.  Groups meet once a month at the same  
 

 

or different people’s houses. A printed format 
helps facilitate the prayer and conversation.  We 
begin with introductions, opening prayer and 
five minutes of silence. We then read the gospel 
from the previous Sunday and share brief 
reflections on it, including how something in 
that passage touches our life, community, the 
nation, or the world today.  Some share 
personally, others more generally.  We listen to 
one another, puzzle over passages together, and 
confess misgivings.  We are glad to have a 
small, safe setting in which to question freely 
and openly about our faith and spiritual life. 
 

The Belchertown Pastorate opens with a potluck 
dinner.  The Pelham group begins at 7pm and by 
8 we move on to an excerpt from Daily 
Devotions at the Close of Day.  We then offer 
intercessions and thanksgivings and say the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Collect. Our pastorate 
mills around our host’s table munching on 
cookies, crackers, cider, and coffee and sets the 
date and location of the next meeting.  Most 
head home by 8:30pm.  
 

Near the end of his Trinity Sunday sermon, Rob 
quotes an early church father Athanasius, who 
wrote that: “By the sharing of the Spirit, we are 
knit into the Godhead.” 
Here Rob continues:  “That seems the great 
mission of the Church, knitting, or bearing 
witness to how the Spirit is already knitting our 
lives in to God, teaching us how to abide in God, 
showing us how not merely to be like God in our 
sacrificial love to one another, but even to 
become God, which according to the ancients 
was the whole point of this Christian life.”  
Doesn’t that sound exciting! 
 
 

Submitted by Mary McCarthy,  
convener of the Pelham Pastorate 

 
News about Coventry groups, another small 
group opportunity, will be available in the fall.



 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

On Saturday, June 13, the Wardens and Chairs of the various Commissions of Grace Church convened in prayer 
and conversation with the Rev’d Hannah Anderson, Rector of St. Stephen’s Church in Pittsfield, to conduct a 
Mutual Ministry Review of our parish.  This was a time for us to pray about elements of our common life that we 
perceive to be strengths and areas that we feel God is calling us to give more attention.  A theme emerged from our 
consideration of the call of David (1 Samuel 15-16) and of the parable of the Mustard Seed (Mark 4:26-34).  We 
were encouraged to look at our life together and the current joys and stresses of our life in Christ not from the 
world’s perspectives, but as God might be regarding them.  So we asked ourselves, what is obvious about our life 
at Grace Church, (e.g. a new building, a healthy liturgical life, active Peace Fellowship, robust adult educational 
offerings, strong coordination of pastoral care, icon workshops, and the Tenth Anniversary of the Liturgical Arts 
Camp); and what seems less obvious and even hidden (the debt burden from the new building, strains to raise up 
volunteer leadership and commission chairs, a desire to strengthen opportunities for our youth, the ongoing need 
members have to exercise their gifts in ways that are meaningful and beneficial to the whole Body of the Church 
without getting exhausted, and the need to approach each other with a little more lightness and cheer.)  We noticed 
that the less obvious list seems like more of a list of challenges and stresses than the list of more obvious things.  It 
was a conversation that was honest, direct, and conducted in the context of worship and praise to the God who 
seems to be giving us cause these days to experience deep delight and cheerfulness in our service together, both 
parish and priest.  This parish is very much alive in the Spirit.  We have so much cause for joy, even as we face the 
challenges of these changing times in the world and in the church; we meet them knowing that God is with us, 
guiding, leading, providing, comforting.   
 

This seems a fitting time and venue to share some important news about our Parish.  As you know, it was with 
heavy hearts that we said farewell to the Rev’d Anne M. Turner on Sunday, June 14th.  I am so grateful to the 
children and teachers who offered such meaningful gifts and prayers as she was sent off to serve the fortunate 
people of St. Mary’s Church in Arlington, VA.  The momentum she created with our Sunday School and Youth 
programs in just a year and a half (including her maternity leave!) was astounding, and the Vestry and a small 
subcommittee of Sunday School teachers and youth (Chandler Atkinson, Melissa Freitag, and Natalie Moss) were 
clear that they wanted to see that momentum continue.  After some consultation of résumés and discussions with 
potential candidates, we are happy to call The Rev’d Hilary Bogert to join our staff as of September 1st.  Hilary 
just finished her seminary training at Berkeley Divinity School at Yale and will have been ordained to the 
transitional diaconate on June 19 in the Diocese of Kentucky.  She will be serving in much the same capacity as 
Anne Turner did, but with a special focus on the teenage ministry here at Grace Church.  Hilary will be ordained, 
God willing, to the priesthood here at Grace Church, after the canonically-required six months elapses from the 
time of her becoming a deacon.  We will have the privilege of sharing in the formation of a young (Hilary is in her 
mid-twenties!) priest for the up building of God’s Church and planning and celebrating an ordination as we benefit 
from the vision and gifts that Hilary will bring to bear on the ministry to and with our wonderful young persons. 
 

It has been obvious to many in our parish that the Rev. Dr. Susan Schaeffer has blessed us with her gifts of 
teaching, singing, pastoral care, and occasional preaching.  Susan and her husband Pete Schellenbach joined our 
parish some six years ago after she served in the parish ministry in the Diocese of New York.  Susan was the 
“priest-in-charge” (a term I’ve always thought was an oxymoron) during my sabbatical leave two years ago.  Susan 
was a tremendous leader of the year-long study on the history and practice of Christian weddings and marriage 
which our parish considered during its celebrated “wedding fast” two years ago.  She helped us in discerning how 
to be most faithful to scripture, the tradition of the church, and the vocation of homosexuals to form committed 
life-long unions and to have those marriages blessed and supported by the church.  I’ve asked Susan to accept the 
title of Assisting Priest at Grace Church.  She will preach and celebrate 4-5 times a year, continue to offer the 
occasional (and carefully prepared) series on the New Testament as she has in the past, and be available on an 
occasional basis as her work allows as a librarian at the Forbes Library in Northampton.  It is an honor to have 
Susan with us and I am deeply grateful for her generosity in offering her presence and gifts in the pulpit and the 
altar.  Thank you, Susan! 
 

For at least four years, Patrick Kelly  has served ably as the co-chair with Chris Hoffmann of the Outreach 
Commission.  Patrick’s soft-spoken, wise, compassionate, diplomatic leadership is an inspiration to many, and we 
are so grateful for his generous offering of time and talent to this crucial ministry of our parish.  He has recently 
decided to resign from the chairmanship of Outreach, thereby causing a (very large) opening.  Thank you so much, 
Patrick, for your counsel and guidance.  Not only have we benefited from your gifts, but the many children of God  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
to whom the Outreach Commission has directed the material and human resources of this parish have also been  
blessed.  Annie Scarff has agreed to co-chair the Outreach Commission.  Her desire to encourage action to flow out of 
contemplation will be a wonderful addition to the leadership of our Outreach Commission, and we can be so grateful for her 
willingness to offer her gifts to this important ministry of Grace Church. 
 
Also, Jane Buckloh and Doug Adler have just fulfilled their three-year terms as co-chairs of the Stewardship 
Commission.  Scrupulously pouring over parish lists (we have many versions) both Jane and Doug saw each of our 
names, not as a “pledging unit,” but as an occasion for prayer for our deepening trust in our generous God.  They 
worked hard to help us see our giving of time, talent, and treasure as the way we participate in God’s re-building of 
the church and re-creation of the world.  I hope we will all find an occasion to thank them for their diligent and 
loving service, just as I invite you to pray in thanksgiving that the Spirit has moved Bob Kelly and Ruthie Ireland 
to assume the roles of the new co-chairs of the Stewardship Commission!  May God bless them and their 
commission with vision, patience, and humor as they pick up this sanctifying and life-giving work of the Church. 
 

Katie Schendel has fulfilled her three-year term as chair of the Parish Life Commission and has also “fulfilled all 
righteousness” in making coffee hour happen each Sunday after the 10:30 Eucharist.  Now that she serves on the 
Vestry, her energy is needed to assist in that body’s deliberative work.  Thank you a thousand times, Katie, for 
your talented and cheerful work of oversight and coordination of all the big events in our parish calendar: 
welcoming dinners and teas, St. Nicholas Bazaar, Services Auction, St. Michael and Pentecost picnics, and other 
special events.  May God continue to bless you with the abundant life that you helped us enjoy in these 
opportunities to come together for refreshment and fellowship.  And may God bring us a new chair of Parish Life.  
(As of this writing, we may have one already, but we’re not ready to announce.  Pray.) 
 

All this praying for saints and souls to come forward really does work.  Just before Anne Turner left, she reported 
to me that we have three new teachers for our Sunday School!  Kelly Hamoui has offered to assist with the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (ages 3-6); Sean Gilsdorf and Brooke Sullivan will join Bob Hawley in the 
teaching of grades 5-7 next year, picking up where Donna Schneider leaves off as she takes a sabbatical from 
Sunday School teaching after teaching for five years (without one Sunday’s absence!)  Meanwhile, Janet Moore, 
Melinda Reid, and Catherine Quinlan will be teaching grades 3 and 4.  There is an opening (preferably for a 
man) in that class, which promises to be full of the Spirit and lively in the coming year.   Stay tuned in upcoming 
weeks for more news on the summer preparations for Sunday School as Gabriel Kennedy-Costa generously and 
ably offers some administrative support to the teachers and me during this time of transition from Anne Turner’s 
leadership. 
 

One desire that was expressed during the Mutual Ministry Review was for more opportunities for the two 
worshipping congregations to worship and socialize together.  It seemed to many a good thing to combine the 
morning services in August, allowing us to worship together and share “Lemonade on the Lawn” after the service.  
So let’s do it.  During the month of August only, we will have ONE SERVICE of the Holy Eucharist on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30.  After consultation with the Liturgical Commission (Janet Moore, Nancy Lowry, 
Sean Gilsdorf, Beth Hart, Nate Brown, and me), we will continue our custom of re-introducing the Expanding 
Our Worship liturgy during the season of Pentecost, beginning in September.  The liturgies supplied by this 
supplement to The Book of Common Prayer encourage us to meet God in the sacraments with more expansive (that 
is, inclusive) metaphors and pronouns.  Different this year is that we will use this form of worship at the 10:30 
service.  The 8 o’clock service will remain a Rite II Eucharist.  We hope that this accommodates the need we have 
heard voiced strongly by many to expand our liturgical language, and by many others to keep it the same.   
 

Finally, I want to share with you some personal news.  I was recently encouraged to apply and was accepted to 
participate in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land that is completely funded by a private foundation and facilitated by the 
School of Theology of the University of the South (Sewanee).  This trip will include about 20 other clergy (in the 
“middle age” of their ordained life) from around the country to renew their spiritual disciplines of prayer, reading, 
reflection on scripture as we visit Biblical sites.  The program will take me away from Amherst for about three 
weeks in October.  The prospect of visiting and praying at the sites I have only read about fills me with excitement, 
and I feel deeply humbled and privileged to have been selected to make this pilgrimage.  I pray that the ministry I 
share with the good people of this wonderful parish will only be enhanced and renewed upon my return. 
 

Challenging work, fun play, soul-deepening worship, mutual love and kindness, the restoration of God’s Church 
here at Grace—we have so much to be thankful for here.   I am profoundly grateful to be in your number.  
In Christ,    Rob+ 
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Notes from the Garden 
�
Venture a walk down Spring Street, and you’ll notice the Goodwin Garden has had its 
seasonal awakening.  Now, as of early June, many of the plants are still small, and we look 
forward to the pleasure of watching the green forms mature, bloom, and change as July 
rolls in. This garden is a treasure we all enjoy.  It’s a good symbol of the hospitality and 
welcome we hope to extend beyond our doors.  
  
 

 
All of us are very happy to see our new green lawn on 
Boltwood Avenue.  Thank you to Jim Soper!  With help 
from Sandy Muspratt, Jim did the heavy digging to shape 
the landscaping out front and then sowed and tended the 
grass.  Thanks also to all those who faithfully attended to 
the watering. 
 
The Columbarium garden—our Garden of Renewal—is 
now planted with a simple mix of annuals, lavender, and 
one rose bush.  The goal there is to invite butterflies, and 
hummingbirds to visit often.  These beautiful winged 
creatures are traditionally associated with resurrection and 
renewal. 
 
In keeping with our goals, the Garden Ministry is working 
steadily to improve soil, maintain the beds already planted, 
raise funds, and plan well for the coming years.  Also,  
 
 
 

 
Michael Erard continues with skillful pruning to aid the 
health and appearance of our trees.  
 
Saturday, October 3!  This is the date of our Autumn 
Plant and Bulb Sale.  The Garden Ministry spring sale was 
such a success that we now have the go-ahead for a second 
round.   Please, as the season progresses, think ahead to 
perennial divisions, etc., that you might 
donate to this very good cause.  We’ll 
offer bulbs for fall planting, as well as 
used gardening books and tools.   
 
We very much welcome your 
participation in the Garden Ministry.  We meet about once 
a month, with workdays more often.  There are ways to do 
a great deal of work and many more ways to chip in a little 
time here and there.  If you’re interested, please call me at 
253-7729. 
 
Elizabeth French 
Asst. Weeder-in-Charge
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Thanks to Anne Turner, Grace Church now has a face on Facebook.    

       To all of you Facebook devotees: please join our group and be part  
       of the conversation. 
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This summer the Liturgical Arts Camp at Grace Church will celebrate its 10th year!  
  

 
 

Join in the fun from July 13th to 17th, M-F,  
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 

With the renovations complete, Liturgical Arts Camp will 
be even better than ever.  We will have the Church, the 
Connector, the sidewalks, the Garth, and the Library 
available for drawing, music, drama, stained glass, mosaics, 
games, and other activities. The camp is available for 
children 7 and up, with junior high and high school 
youngsters as counselors. Our work will be presented at 
both services on Sunday, July 19th.   
Contact Nancy Lowry – nancylowry@earthlink.net for 
more information. 
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One more Sunday School teacher needed. 

Have you ever . . . ? 
 

·  Seen that kid coloring her service bulletin and wished you knew her better? 
·  Heard that kid talking in the back of the church and wanted someone to teach him more about 

what was happening in the liturgy so he’d listen more? 
·  Wanted to spend some time with your own kids, intentionally talking with them about God? 

·  Worried about the future of the church
If so, then you should prayerfully discern 
whether you might be called to teach Sunday 
School. 
 

Grace needs adults who are willing to make a 
commitment as assistant teachers for a one-year 
period.  Assistants work with experienced lead 
teachers.  Curriculum and training can be 
provided; we just need your time and your love. 
 

Here’s what some past Sunday School teachers 
have said about the experience: “As a teacher, 
again I realize that I always learn most from the 
children.  As a Sunday school teacher the 
experience has deepened my faith, helped me to  
explore the message of the Holy One through  
study with the children and their responses to 
Scripture and prayer, and brought me the real 
joy of spreading the Gospel.” 
 

“It's humbling to witness the dedication of the 
experienced teachers and one of the best ways 
to experience the family that is Grace Church. “ 
 

 “It's an honor to get to know some of the 
youngest members of our congregation. Their 
insight on God's love is honest, uncensored, and 
real. More people should come and check out 
what we are doing every Sunday morning!” 
 

 
Please call Rob for more information. 
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Wednesday, July 1 12:00 PM  Shawl Ministry -Connector  
 

Thursday, July 2 Hampshire Shakespeare Company sets up in the Parish Hall 
 

Saturday, July 4 Independence Day 
 

Monday, July 6 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, July 7 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, July 8 12:00 PM  Shawl Ministry -Connector  
 

Saturday, July 11 10:30 AM Not Bread Alone-First Congregational Church 
 

Sunday, July 12 12:30 PM  Iconography-West-end of Parish Hall 
 

 12:30 PM Episcopal Peace Fellowship-Parker Room (EPF will not meet in August) 
 

Monday, July 13 9:00 AM  until noon, all week Liturgical Arts Camp  celebrates its 10th year! Mosaics, stained 
glass, games, music, drawing and more for children age 7 and up.  Contact Nancy Lowry for 
more information at nancylowry@earthlink.net 

 

 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, July 14 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
 

Monday, July 20 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, July 21 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, July 22 12:45 PM Greening Grace-Connector 
 

Sunday, July 26 12:30 PM  Iconography-West-end of Parish Hall 
 

Monday, July 27 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, July 28 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
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Monday, August 3 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, August 4 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, August 5 12:00 PM  Shawl Ministry -Connector  
 

Saturday, August 8 10:30 AM Not Bread Alone-First Congregational Church 
 

Sunday, August 9 12:30 PM  Iconography-West-end of Parish Hall 
 

Monday, August 10 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, August 11 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, August 12 12:00 PM  Shawl Ministry -Connector  
 

Monday, August 17 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, August 18 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
 

Sunday, August 23 12:30 PM  Iconography-West-end of Parish Hall 
 

Monday, August 24 7:00 PM AA-Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, August 25 5:15 PM  AA-Parish Hall 
 

Sunday, August 30 6:00 PM Contemplative Service Resumes-Church 
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