Some years ago it was the practice of many congregations, encouraged by church consultants, to formulate
“mission statements,” pithy descriptions that crystallized the character and direction of the local parish.
These statements usually appeared on Sunday bulletins, newsletters, newspaper notices of service
schedule, stationery. Here is a sampling of what you might have seen: “To know Christ and to make him
known.” “Open doors, open minds, open hearts.” “We haven't changed.” | admit to feeling a kind of
malaise when | see these because | think of all the hours of committee work that have gone in to trying to
distill the whole zeitgeist of a community into a sentence or two. Is the mission statement descriptive, that
is, does it describe the general experience of the parishioners who participate in the particular parish
community? Or is it rather prescriptive, stating what we hope we can say of ourselves in a year or more
together once the mission statement sinks in and shapes our collective soul?

Please don't get me wrong. | believe in such statements. In fact, | have encouraged us to live into a few of
them. Here’s one we have actually used in the heart of our worship experience: “Behold what you are. May
we become what we receive!” This is a way for us to imagine our selves in the presence of the Risen
Christ, known to us in the breaking of the bread, as actually being drawn into the life and reality of the Holy
Trinity as we become Jesus, given, broken, blessed, risen, spread into the world. This statement
condenses the more elaborate statement of vision the Vestry produced some years ago:

Grace Church is a continuing embodiment in the world of the divine fellowship of the Holy Trinity,
reflecting its love, hospitality, and justice among our membership and in our life and work
together. We seek to deepen our sense of identity as the risen Body of Christ and to share the
divine life of the One who shares our humanity. As we more fully live this truth--that we are one
with Christ--we are drawn into the very heart of the Trinity, where our individual and corporate
lives are marked by effusive love, tenderness, trust, and admiration.

Is this descriptive or prescriptive? Are we already an embodiment of the Holy Trinity, or do we hope to
be in a still unrealized future? Already? or Not yet? Probably both? But not always. And so we rely on
God's grace to fill up the gaping spaces where our failures and shortcomings, in short, our sin, keep us
from attaining the vision. And, thankfully, the Spirit will urge us never to say, “We haven’t changed.”

All this is a long and ponderous introduction to the news of an opportunity to share in the prospect of our
living into the mission of Grace Church and, simultaneously, the mission Jesus appeared to adopt when
he began his earthly ministry. According to Luke’s gospel, Jesus’ first public utterance, spoken at the
synagogue in his hometown in Nazareth, was an interpretation of the prophet Isaiah;

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. (Isaiah 61:1-2a)

(I delight in the fact that Jesus didn’t form a committee to come up with this “mission statement,” but
simply choose one that suited him from the tradition and then lived it out completely, even at
tremendous cost.)

There are prisoners in our midst to whom we are called to proclaim their release, to allow the oppressed
go free and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. A local coalition has begun to form--Pioneer Valley
No More Guantanamos. It seeks to offer sanctuary to certain detainees from Guantanamo who are not




“high value” intelligence sources in the war on terror, terrorists, or enemy combatants. They are men
who were in exile from their own countries, one Algerian and the other Russian, who were in
Afghanistan, captured by bounty hunters and delivered to U.S. military personnel who were did not have
the training, resources, or inclination to vet their situation. Since their capture, they have experienced
severe abuse, even torture, and have never actually been charged with any crime, as either combatants
or civilians. Ahmed Bel Bacha and Ravil Mingazov are human beings. Muslim, foreign, prisoners,
captured for being in the wrong place at the wrong time, Ahmed and Ravil are, in Christ’s eyes and
heart, and therefore our own eyes and heart, our neighbors.

| have offered the support of our parish community, as convener of the local clergy who have
overwhelmingly endorsed the work of the No More Gitmo coalition, and members of our congregation
may be asked to do more as the legal work continues to make good on the pledge of President Obama
to reverse the policies and practices that have denied hundreds the rights and freedoms...rights and
freedoms that we cherish and our own baptismal vows obligate us to uphold. We may be called upon to
do more in the Spirit to fulfill our mission to restore these men to their innate dignity as children of God.
One immediate way is simply to send them letters that express our hope, prayers, and concern for them.
Addresses will be available in the Connector after Sunday services. By writing such letters, we can
become a bearer of good news to those who have been living in a profound darkness. For more
information, please ask Ruth Hooke, Mary McCarthy, or go to www.nogitmos.org. | take heart that a
group of clergy in Tallahassee, Florida has already agreed to support this effort, offering their personal
welcome and support. The group consists of Christians (conservative and liberal), Jews, Muslims...and,
get this, even Episcopalians and those who have left the Episcopal Church for the Anglican Network in
America.

Outsiders to the Episcopal Church reading about the General Convention of the Episcopal Church may
be excused for thinking that our denomination has a one-track mind. Yes, we have made a great deal of
progress in the resolutions that will open the sacrament blessings of Episcopal ordination and matrimony
open to homosexuals, and for this | thank the power of the Holy Spirit working in our church’s sometimes
clumsy and confusing legislative structure. Our own parish can claim some honor in standing in
solidarity with gays and lesbians who have sought to live lives of fidelity and steadfastness and with the
blessing of their church. Our striving to uphold the dignity of every human being extends to all people,
as the General Convention also made resolutions that urged more equity in health care coverage for all
people, for more fair participation in pension benefits for lay employees of the church. General
Convention also made steps to address climate change, global warming, economic and environmental
justice, renewable energy, nuclear energy and weaponry, and it considered a liturgical creation cycle
during Pentecost. The bishops continued to struggle mightily, to no apparent conclusion, with a
resolution on a statement about peace in the Holy Land. Here the “already” of our life in God’s Realm is
overshadowed by the tragic “not yet.”

| pray that as we move into another “program” year together this September, we may consider it more a
mission year, as we seek to restore ourselves, our neighbors, our children, our world, to communion
with God, the giver of all life, truth, justice and peace. In doing so, we will not remain unchanged; we will
know Christ and make Christ known; and we will open our hearts, minds, doors, and arms to the Christ
who seeks always to come close to us in grace.

Yours in Christ’s love,

Rob+

Welcome Hilary!

Hilary comes to Grace Church having just graduated from Berkeley Divinity
School at Yale, where she received a Master of Arts  in Religion in religion and
literature and a certificate in Anglican Studies. Originally from Louisville,
Kentucky, Hilary was born and raised at a local Epi  scopal church and spent a
good deal of her time involved with the youth group and the diocesan youth
council and camps. After graduating from Western K entucky University, she
went to Harvard Divinity School to study world rel gions. At Harvard she

Rev. Hilary Bogert




discerned her call to ordained ministry and started the discernment process. She was ordained
a deacon in Louisville in June of this year. Hilary  's role at Grace will revolve largely around the
youth ministry, but she will be working with the Su nday School as well.

When she's not at church or studying church history , Hilary enjoys biking, hiking, camping,
reading, and generally hanging out with friends. S he's an accomplished clarinetist and also
enjoys listening to most types of music and going t o concerts. She also attempts to knit, but
can only do scarves and hats. Hilary lives in Worc  ester with her husband, Rick. She's very
excited about starting at Grace and looks forwardt o0 meeting everyone!

The Angel Choir at Grace Church is open to @lie Choir will be singing at the 10:30 Sen
children aged 3 and up. Any child or young on September 6, October 11, November 8
person is welcome to join at any time. November 29, and December 24 at the 4:

P.M. Christmas Pageant.
For more information contact at 549-8773 oit uii@ckan@verizon.net

Attention Grace Church Kids (and parents)

We're gearing up for another year of Sunday Scho@race!

For those of you who aren’t aware of the changasttiok place over the summer, the new, improvetusit Il is now
upstairs in the former choir room, and the Nurdey joined the gang in the Parke House. Gabyh%ard Fred (the pink
dinosaur) can now be found downstairs in the forAteum |lI/Resource Room spaces.

Looking back: This summer’s Liturgical Arts Campsaagreat success. The kids wrapped up the sdsgimking part in all
aspects of the Liturgy on July 89 They processed with handmade banners, prestgedadings, composed the Prayers of
the People and—of course—sang! If you missed nuhe fun don’t worry: LAC will return next summer.

We're excited about the arrival of the Rev. Hil®ggert in September. She’ll be heading up Youthiddries at Grace,
including a new Sunday School class 812" graders. Stay tuned for more cool projects fraifarylin the coming
months!
Please make a note of these dates....
Sunday, September 13Sunday School Open House and Registra8id®-10:15 (in classrooms) and 12:00-12:30 (afeeof
hour). Come sign up for Sunday school; remertibéring your Haiti boxes (the ones you decoratadifdled with
school supplies over the summer). If you needrapty box, Annie has more in her office.

Sunday, September 20Sunday School Classes BegiMour teachers will be waiting for you at 9:15...

Sunday, October 4 Blessing of the Animalat 4:00 p.m. on the Town Common

Sunday, October 11(Holiday weekend—No Sunday school classes) Litimghe Roundeturns! LIR service at 10:30 a.m.
(Angel Choir members arrive at 9:30)
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Grace Church has adopted the Millennium Development

which is to achieve Universal Primary Education by
established a partnership with the school of St. Ma
with a 3 year pledge of $3,500 annually. This smal
and also for some school supplies

Goals created by the UN. One of
2015. To honor this goal we have
tthieu in Haiti. We have started small
| commitment pays for 5 teachers a year

The building needs a new roof which will
cost $12,000; we are committed to raising
this money as soon as possible. We are
confident that this can be accomplished soon
with the help of St John’s Episcopal Church
in Northampton and maybe another partner
church.

We have adopted the model of not only
giving money to the school but, also building
friendships with the people there. The first
trip was a good start and a meaningful
experience for those involved. A second
group of Grace Parishioners will be traveling

Find out more by going to “Partner in Haiti” under
www.gracechurchambherst.org

to Haiti in October, from the 14  t to 21 st.
(Read more below.)

It is a real privilege for us to create an
ongoing, vibrant, and effective partnership to
help raise up the lives of the children of St.
Matthieu. Please pick up a pledge form at
the back of the church or on the “Outreach”

bulletin board in the Connector.

Don’t hesitate to direct any questions to
anyof the members of the Haiti committee—
Mary Hocken, Sandy Muspratt (co-chairs),
Ruth Hooke, Sara Langseth, Mark Leonas,
Sheila Mammen, DeeDee Niswonger, Chris
Rivers, and Annie Scarff.

“Outreach” on Grace Church’s web site

Visiting St. Matthieu’s

By our man in Haiti, Sandy Muspratt

Haiti’s plight has inspired many charitable
groups, both governmental, and non-
governmental (NGOs) to lend a hand.

Church missions, development groups, and
technical parties provide a continual flow of
visitors to Haiti but there are no tourists.




Facilities for travelers are far flung, basic,
and often unreliable, yet thousands visit and
a few come to harm; it is safe to visit St.
Matthieu, but it is not comfortable.

Recall that our mission is under the aegis of
the Partnership Program of the Episcopal
Diocese of Haiti. St. Matthieu’s is one of
approximately 200 hundred schools run by
the diocese, most of which are rural and tiny
(only 20% of schools in Haiti are state

schools).
Father Max Accime

St. Matthieu’s is

both church and

school. It is one of

three churches in

the parish of

Gonaives under

the care of Father

Max Accime. It is

located some 15

miles inland from

Gonalives, in the

valley of the

Bayonnais River; reached by an unpaved
road. It lacks services: telephone, piped
water, sewerage etc., and there are no public
accommodations.

Our experience is limited but a pattern for
visits is emerging. Our trip is about a week
overall. The timetable is relaxed in order to
allow for untoward setbacks (so far, few).
Departure is mid-week to take advantage of
lower fares. In Port-au-Prince, for 1-3 nights,
we put up at a guest house much used by
mission groups (there are two such
establishments). Gonaives is a hundred
miles north of Port-au-Prince and, though
the road is being repaired since the 2008
hurricanes, the ride is rigorous and the town
remains devastated. Father Max will be
arranging this journey. We stay for 2-3
nights, in a rudimentary hotel with

unreliable services. We may take some meals

at the parish house. Actual time at St.
Mattieu’s is brief; we pay a call on the
Sunday to share in the Eucharist and return

on the Monday to see the school in action.
On return to Port-au-Prince we have the
option of returning to the guest house or, at
a price, at one of several more appealing
hotels. At some point there will be time for
limited sight-seeing.

For the sake of mobility you should be able
to readily carry all your belongings over
irregular terrain — a medium capacity back
pack is best. The climate is tropical and we
shall be at sea level. It is hot and humid.
Clothing should be light-colored, airy, cover
the limbs, and also be wash-and-wear. Street
dress is usually fairly conservative. Modest
shorts, culottes, sleeveless tops are seen;
bare midriffs, and décolletage are not. In
October one can expect rain but it's usually
in the form of brief but torrential shower in
late afternoon. Better to take cover for the
duration and forego the heavy rain gear in
favor of a spare, dry top.

Haiti is mountainous; the altitude brings a
distinct drop in temperature. A lined
wind/water resistant shell will be needed for
an excursion to Kenscoff or to la Massif de la
Selle. Footwear is problematic - open, airy,
for comfort in the heat  versus closed, good
ankle support to deal with the rough
surfaces and grit; extremes such as hiking
boots and flip-flops won’t do. Sturdy
sandals, boat shoes, well ventilated
sneakers, even Crocs are better. Throw in a
swimsuit. We hope to use most of our
baggage allowance to take school supplies
and the TSA, of course, dictates what you
may carry on the plane. Items to consider: a
starter supply of hand-sanitizer, sun-cream,
a book light or LED mini-flashlight, perhaps
nail clippers in place of a blade. We can
stock up with insecticide spray, hand
cleanser and most other items in Port-au-
Prince.

The Gourde (HTG) is trading at 35-40 to the
dollar (USD). Dollars are accepted for most
transactions around Port-au-Prince. Don’t
attempt to obtain gourdes before departure
or on the street; it is easily done at the super




markets. Nobody but nobody has change for
you, affluent visitor, in either gourdes or
dollars; therefore carry a plentiful supply of
one dollar bills. Bargaining for tourist items
is expected but remember that nothing is
cheap in Haiti except labor— it no longer
feeds itself, the Diaspora provides a third of
the national income. Driving a hard bargain
is an empty triumph over the desperate.
Hazards to health include diarrhea, malaria,
typhoid and dengue but traffic is a far
greater hazard than the mosquito or
water/food borne diseases. Treated water is
available on every street corner— check the
seal on the bottle or wipe the top with a
sachet and hand sanitizer.

“Cooked or peeled” is the watch word
regarding food. The mosquito that carries
dengue is a day time biter; the malarial
carrier is an evening biter. Light colored
covering clothes, liberal use of DEET, and a
permethrin spray for the room are sound
measures. DEET treated bed nets though
ideal are rarely used. We will be carrying a
copious supply of cipro-floxacin to deal with
the near inevitable traveler’s diarrhea. It is
prudent to take malaria prophylaxis,
chloroquine 500 mg weekly for 2 weeks
before, during, and for a month after the
visit. Typhoid immunization some 2-4 weeks
in advance is ideal but not essential.
Immunization against hepatitis A is advised
for all world travelers. Outbreaks of dengue
fever have not been reported recently.

Costs of the trip are largely those of transportati on:

Valley Transporter ~ Amherst-JFK/JFK-
Amherst $400 x 2 for the group

AA - JFK-PAP/PAP-JFK $300-$400/person
but very volatile

Guest house Port-au-Prince $30 $40/
person/night shared room, no a/c. breakfast
& supper included.

Meals are variable in price & palatability-usually
prices. This all racks up to no less than $1400. If
so much the better (it requires an appallingly earl
there is time), nor souvenirs. However, | would als
school supplies to mark our visit.

SUV in Haiti $500-$600 for the group.

Hotel in Gonaives  $80 /person/night,
meals not included, some at the parish
house.

Hotel in Port-au-Prince $85-
$105/person/night, meals additional.

low to mid range as compared with US
we can find a friend to do the JFK runs-
y start!). I've not included an excursion (if
o like to add a modest cash donation for

Gonaives
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Vestry Highlights~July 14, 2009

Rob opened the meeting with some readings fronobne
his heroes, Michael Ramsey, 10&rchbishop of
Canterbury. Two booksBe Still and Knovand
Canterbury Pilgrim Two quotes to remember first, all
may take part in contemplation; the mystical I§egiven
to some. And (2) Christians by their praying hisle
world recover the soul it has lost.

Rob spoke of the various spaces which we are liwtag
and some recent changes. The first meeting inehe
Parker Room was held today — interfaith group
concerned about resettling some of the innocent
prisoners from Guantanamo. There is great fedhisn
subject and we all need to tell the stories ofdhm=ople
to mitigate such fears. See Rob’s letter on page 1

Rob gave a brief report about General Conventialse
see his letter.

Rob noted the need for a Chairperson for the Parfsh
Commission.

Susan Schaeffer will join the staff as Assistingegtr A
housing allowance was voted for her.

Coverage of responsibilities discussed for the samm
during various absences.

Be sure to follow details in the weekly bulletinoaib
Grace Church’s part in the Sept"3¥arade to celebrate
Amherst's 258

Discussion about rental of Connector—Annie H.
submitted guidelines for review based on otheralsrib
the area.

Report on how we stand with paying the architect an
the contractor, and about the need for payinghaffdebt
on the building.

Ann S. Lowell, Clerk
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An invitation to a lecture at Grace from 1918— isTWas athe first vested choir at Grace-

“Supper at 6-30 o’clock. Each lady will bring axseupper, 1904. The ladies sporting mortar boards

which will be sold at auction to the gentlemen.ff€e will be variously named: Minnie, Bertha, Mabiglay and Fannie
provided by the committee. Bring your own sugar.”

Everyone should be in a parade at least once

Grace Church has been invited to participate irptirade to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the
Town of Amherst. Join in on Sunday, September 2700 pm. We will have just one service that
Sunday followed by our traditional St. Michael'€pic then off to march in the parade. For more
details or suggestions please contact Tom Dougbertyary Hocken—tdougherty@packingcorp.com
mhocken@verizon.net
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A few images from July’s Liturgical Arts Camp

There were more campers in attendance than everebeThe sounds of laughter could be heard froenGhurch to the
offices in the Old Rectory. Their projects, asa®, were fabulous. There were no complaints atheuwveather, but
maybe we should install a pool in the garth fortrnyear? We could extend the camp from just thenings to all day

and Annie said she would work as the life guarthaafternoons.
Many thanks to Nancy Lowry and everyone who helped.

Wednesday, 9/2 12:00 PM Shawl & Bead Ministry- This is the first meeting since our summer hiatus
The lovely shawls and beads have all been gively.awa
Please help rebuild our supply.. Lunch is provitethy--Connector
12:10 PM Wednesday Healing Service Resumes Today

Sunday, 9/6 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, and 6:00 Aégular Sunday Services Resume Today
with Coffee Hour following each morning servioghe Connector

Monday, 9/7 Labor Day

Tuesday, 9/8 5:30 pinturgical Commission--Parker Room

7:00 pmVestry Meeting-Connector

Wednesday, 9/9 12:00 PM Shawl & Bead Ministry Bring your own lunch today--Connector
6:00 PM Lightpotluck supper precedeg\dult Ed .--Parish Hall.
Please bring food and drink to share, if you can.
6:30 PMAdult Ed.(September 9, 16, 23, 30) “Prayer and Discernniexjloring the Basics”
September 9, 16 “Lord, Teach us to Pray: Redigtoy¢he Prayer of Jesus”
led by the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld. See the enclosgdtA=d. brochure for more details.

Saturday, 9/12 9:00 AMBafe Church Training for new teachers and clergy, and for those whaseing
has expired--Parish Hall
10:30 AM Not Bread Alone--First Church
12:00 PMSunday School Teacher Orientation and PlanningParish Hall

Sunday, 9/13 9:15 ANbunday School Registration and Open HouseAll classrooms in the Parke House
11:45 AM Sunday Forum “General Convention, 2009: What Happened & Why We
Care” led by the Rev. Rob Hirschfeld--Parish Hall
12:00 PMEpiscopal Peace FellowshipParker Room
6:00 PM Iftar Dinner --Parish Hall




Wednesday, 9/16

Friday, 9/18

Saturday, 9/19
Sunday, 9/20

Wednesday, 9/23

Saturday, 9/26

Sunday, 9/27

Wednesday, 9/30

6:00 PEducation for Ministry --South Hadley
6:00 PM Lightpotluck supper precedes thAdult Ed Classin the Parish Hall.
Please bring food and drink to share, if you can.
6:30 PMAdult Ed.(September 9, 16, 23, 30) “Prayer and Discernntexgloring the Basics”
September 9, 16 “Lord, Teach us to Pray: Redigtmy¢he Prayer of Jesus” led by the
Rev. Rob Hirschfeld See the enclosed Adult EdcBuoe for more detalils.

9:00 AMHaiti Meeting--Parker Room
6:15 PMBayou Blues and Cajun Cookin’ Benefit-Hedgepeth Residence

9:00 AMlean up Day-All around the property
9:15 ANFirst Day of Sunday School-All classrooms

6:00 PM Ligpotluck supper precedeAdult Ed --Parish Hall.
Please bring food and drink to share, if you can.
6:30 PMAdult Ed. “Discernment: Where is God in this decision and ol find
out?” led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas. Bkaee the Adult Ed. Brochure
for more information--Parish Hall

5:00 PMet up for St. Michael's Picnie-Parish Hall

9:30 ANDne morning servicetoday followed by th&t. Michael's Picnicin the Parish Hall
1:00 PM Join in and Celebrate Amherst's28irthday by marching with Grace in tiRarade

6:00 PM Lightpotluck supper precedeg\dult Ed.--Parish Hall.
Please bring food and drink to share, if you can.

6:30 PMAdult Ed. “Discernment: Where is God in this decision and lioa find
out?” led by the Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas. Ttw® part session concludes
tonight, please see the Adult Ed. Brochure for nioi@mation.

The Ministers of Grace Church
All the Baptized (seBook of Common Prayepp. 854-855)

The Rev. A. Robert HirschfeRkector arh@gracechurchamherst.org
The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-JonBsiest Associate mbj@gracechurchamherst.org
The Rev. Hilary Bogert hb@gm@uechamherst.org
The Rev. Susan E. Schaefissisting Priest ses@gracechurchamherst.org
The Rev. Ann Woobgacon deaconapw@gracechurchamherst.org
Elizabeth Hamirector of Music beth@gracechurchamherst.org
Richard Damo@rganist 256-6754
Ann Hondrogeiarish Administrator annie@gracechurchamherst.org
Jane Andresd®arish Bookkeeper jpa@gracechurchamherst.org
David UlerSexton 256-6754
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